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LE T TER FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

m a r y  b. n i e l s e n

p r e s i d e n t

Every effort is made to accurately list our contributors. If a name 
has been inadvertently omitted from the newsletter, we apologize.

m a r y  b. n i e l s e n

I like to think of myself as a person who 

sees the glass half-full verses half-empty. 

That challenges present opportunities. 

The past twelve plus months magnified the 

uncertainties of everyday life, compounded by the elevation of social and political 

divisiveness, and a worldwide pandemic. But it also magnified the beauty of people 

coming together in their communities to help and care for each other.

The board of directors and staff of the Crown Point Community Foundation are grateful 

for you, our loyal and trusted fundholders, donors and community partners, who give 

generously to support us in our mission to enrich the quality of life in the communities 

we serve. 

On pages 6-7, you will learn about $90,550 in proactive grants awarded this 

past December from our Unrestricted Community Fund, commemorating our 30th 

anniversary, to better equip our local police and fire public safety agencies who put 

their life on the line each day to protect our communities.  

Sometimes things that seem so small can make a huge difference in a person’s quality 

of life. On page 4, you’ll read about how a wheelchair ramp ministry provides people 

with disabilities the ability to safely and easily enter and exit their home with certainty. 

Because of donors like you, the CPCF was able to award a grant to install four access 

ramps at homes in South Lake County.

As a public charitable organization, the Crown Point Community Foundation supports 

a broad range of community needs. If there is a cause you are passionate about, we 

have a fund to support your interest. Small donations are just as important as large 

donations. And with our $2.5 million-dollar $1 for $1 Matching Challenge made 

available by the generosity of the Dean & Barbara White Family Foundation, you can 

Double the Impact of your donations made to the Foundation. See page 10 to learn 

more about qualifying gifts and available matching monies.

As stewards of the Foundation, we are grateful to you, our fundholders and donors 

who give to keep our communities vibrant, making possibilities come true.

Thank you again for your continued partnership and generosity. Together we can 

continue to make a positive difference in South Lake County and beyond… now and 

for generations to come!
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CPCF GRANTS AT WORK St. Michael Church Wheelchair Ramp Ministry

With your support, people with disabilities have better 
access to their homes.

A grant for $2,000 was awarded to the St. Michael's Church 
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry by the Crown Point Community 
Foundation.

The ability to safely and easily enter and exit their home is vitally 
important to people with disabilities. Sometimes the installation of a 
ramp is required before a hospital will discharge a patient. In other 
cases, a ramp is what allows seniors to be able to go to doctor's 
appointments or leave their homes. 

St. Michael's Church in Schererville saw the need for providing 
steel ramps at no charge to people in need in our community. Their 
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry provides and installs reclaimed ramps 
at clients' homes with the help of volunteers.

The St. Michael's team installs the ramps in a day. They are ADA 
approved installations, 100% recyclable, and allow moisture to be 

easily removed to minimize dangerous ice or moisture buildup. 

The grant from the CPCF helped St. Michael's install four steel access 
ramps at homes in South Lake County. For more information about 
St. Michael's Church ministries, visit www.stmichaelparish.life.

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  r a m p  i n sta l l at i o n  i n  c e d a r  l a k e ,  i n  (f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t )  j i m  d i n e l l ,  k at e  c a r r ,  c a r o l  l a u r i e ,  g r a n d  k n i g h t  j i m  p r a s o p o u l u s ,  j i m  ko e l i n g ,  a n d  b o b  h a n s e n 
/ r a m p  i n sta l l at i o n  i n  s c h e r e r v i l l e ,  i n  / j i m  ko e l i n g  at  a  r a m p  i n sta l l at i o n  i n  r o s s  to w n s h i p  /  b i l l  m a r v e l  h e l p e d  i n sta l l  a  r a m p  i n  w h i t i n g ,  i n .

c a r o l  l a u r i e

st .  m i c h a e l  w h e e lc h a i r  r a m p  r e c i p i e n t

       t h e y  d i d  a  fa n ta st i c  j o b  i n sta l l i n g 
    t h e  r a m p .  i t  wa s  a  h u g e  w e i g h t  o f f  m y     
  s h o u l d e r s  a n d  a  h u g e  h e l p  f o r  m y  h u s b a n d .    
     i  c o u l d n 't  h av e  a s k e d  f o r  a n y t h i n g  m o r e .

P A R I S H
ST. MICHAEL

Schererville, Indiana
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COMMUNITY GRANTS
THE CPCF AWARDED $90,955.35 IN UNRESTRICTED COMMUNITY GRANTS IN THE FEBRUARY CYCLE.

Animal Related - $2,000.00

Power Paws for Kids - $2,000
Promote health and well-being through positive interactions 
with animals.

Arts, Culture - $6,200.00

Cedar Lake Historical Association - $6,200
Create a member’s lounge and increase special event programs 
by adding temperature control to the lobby and cafe gathering room.

Education - $7,500.00

CPCSC/CPHS AP Test Scholarships - $3,000
Financial assistance to students who qualify for taking AP tests.

Crown Point Christian School - $1,000
Expand the robotics team to include elementary students.

St. Mary Catholic Community School - $3,500
Expand the music instruction program.

Food, Nutrition, Agriculture - $4,000.00

Food Bank of NWI - $4,000
Purchase two conveyor belts for volunteer work.

Health - $9,800.00
Franciscan Health Foundation - $5,000
Help serve vulnerable South Lake County residents with virtual and 
potentially in-person Safe Kids activities, a fall prevention course for 
seniors and programs assisting pediatric sexual assault victims and 
seniors needing adult guardianship over the coming year.

NWI Cancer Kids Foundation - $4,800
Support families with kids with cancer.

Human Services - $6,350.00

Crossroads YMCA - $3,000
Support the YMCA income based program.

Lupus Foundation of America - $2,000
Provide financial assistance to lupus patients for medical, 
prescription and housing costs.

Wittenberg Village - $1,350
To help furnish the theater room for long term care residents.

Public Safety - $14,525.35

Cedar Lake Police Department - $3,998
Mitigating Loss of Life and Property damage from vehicle pursuits.

Crown Point Emergency Management Agency - $10,527.35
Purchase equipment needed for new certifications and trainings.

Youth Development - $39,080.00

Challenger Learning Center of NWI - $5,400
Technical upgrades to programs.

Crown Point Jr. Bulldog Football - $16,000
Provide financial help for scholarship support and to purchase 50 helmets.

I Can Shine St. John - $500
Provide financial help for families of special needs children learning 
to ride a bike.

Rotary Club of Crown Point - $7,180
To fund the Imagination Library program.

Young Life of NWI - $10,000
Improve the social, emotional and spiritual health of middle and high 
school teens in South Lake County.

Pro Active Grants - $1,500.00

CPCF Outgoing Chair Grant - $1,000
Outgoing Crown Point Community Foundation Chair grant to organization.

City of Crown Point - $500
Youth community achievement award.

m a r y  b .  n i e l s e n

c p c f  p r e s i d e n t

  d i st r i b u t i o n s  f r o m  u n r e st r i c t e d  c o m m u n i t y

    e n d o w m e n t  f u n d s  p r ov i d e  g r a n ts  to  n o n p r o f i t 
          o r g a n i z at i o n s  to  a d d r e s s  t h e  b r o a d

n e e d s  w i t h i n  o u r  s o u t h  l a k e  c o u n t y 
    s e r v i c e  a r e a  o f  c r o w n  p o i n t , 
                c e d a r  l a k e ,  lo w e l l  a n d  w i n f i e l d .
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PUBLIC SAFETY AGENCIES RECEIVE
$90,550 THROUGH PROACTIVE GRANTS

AS PART OF THE CP CF' S  30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBR ATION

p h oto s  ( c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t : )  c r o w n  p o i n t  f i r e  ( f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t : )  l i e u t e n a n t  j o n  s a r v e r ,  f i r e f i g h t e r  m at t  w i s e ,  j u st i n  g e t t l e r ,  c r o w n  p o i n t  f i r e  c h i e f  d av e  c r a n e ,  b at ta l i o n 
c h i e f  t h o m a s  wa l t e r s ,  c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n  p r e s i d e n t  m a ry  n i e l s e n ,  f i r e f i g h t e r  to n y  f ly n n ,  a n d  f i r st  a i d  c a p ta i n  s c ot t  a b r a h a m  / c r o w n  p o i n t  p o l i c e  ( f r o m  l e f t  to 
r i g h t : )  c r o w n  p o i n t  c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e  p e t e  l a n d ;  c r o w n  p o i n t  o f f i c e r  ya d i r a  c a st e l l a n o s ,  a n d  m a ry  n i e l s e n  / l o w e l l  p o l i c e   (b a c k  r o w ,  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t : )  lo w e l l  m e t r o p o l i ta n  p o l i c e 
d e pa r t m e n t  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  b e c k y  r u i z - h a r b i n s o n ,  d o u g  pa r k e r ,  r ay  b o r c h e r t ,  a n d  s h a n e  t u c k e r  (f r o n t  r o w ,  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t : )  lo w e l l  c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e  j a m e s  r .  w o e st m a n  a n d  m a ry 
n i e l s e n  / l o w e l l  f i r e  d e pa r t m e n t  ( f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t : )  f i r e f i g h t e r s  j o s h  b r a d y ,  a n d  j o h n  g e s i a ko w s k i ;  c a p ta i n  c h r i s  g a m b l i n ;  f i r e f i g h t e r s  j i m m y  k r i z a n ,  a n d  m at t  h i t z e l b u r g e r ;  lo w e l l 
f i r e  c h i e f  n i c k  h y l e k ;  f i r e f i g h t e r s  k e v i n  j o h n s o n ,  a n d  j a c k  f l e e n e r ;  m a ry  n i e l s e n ;  f i r e f i g h t e r  c r a i g  m c m a n i g a l ;  a s s i sta n t  c h i e f  b r a n d o n  v e r k l e r ;  l i e u t e n a n t  b r a n d o n  r e e d ;  c a p ta i n  c o ry 
w i e t b r o c k ;  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r  m i k e  h a m ;  a n d  f i r e f i g h t e r  k e v i n  r i g g .

With your help, the Crown Point Community Foundation 
awarded $90,550 to our heroic first responders.

The grants were awarded by CPCF's grant committee 
commemorating its 30th anniversary celebration. CPCF 
President Mary Nielsen reached out to local fire and police 
departments to identify needs that could be supported with 
additional funding. 

"All departments have been greatly challenged and affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic; the Foundation wished to show its 
appreciation to those who put their life on the line to protect our 
communities," Nielsen said. "Each Chief and the Town Marshal 
were extremely grateful that the Crown Point Community Foundation 
took the time to thank them for their service, and to ask them what 
their greatest needs are to benefit our communities."
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The grants were awarded proactively this past December 
through the CPCF's Unrestricted Community Fund.

"One of the biggest things in the fire service now a days 
is cancer awareness," said Nick Hylek, Lowell Fire Chief. 
"Through the generosity of the Crown Point Community 
Foundation and the funds they provided us, we were able 
to purchase two decontamination packs to help clean 
firefighters gear on scene after a fire. We were also able to 
purchase two battery powered fans to help vent dangerous 
and harmful smoke and gases from inside buildings during 
fires. We appreciate the Foundation's continued support of 
our efforts in keeping our community safe. 

p h oto s  ( c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t : )  c e d a r  l a k e  f i r e  ( f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t : )  m a ry  n i e l s e n ,  c e d a r  l a k e  to w n  m a n a g e r  r i c k  e b e r ly ,  c e d a r  l a k e  d e p u t y  c h i e f  n i c k  m a g e r ,  c e d a r  l a k e  c l e r k 
t r e a s u r e r  j e n n i f e r  s a n d b e r g ,  a n d  c e d a r  l a k e  to w n  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r  r a l p h  m i l l e r  / c e d a r  l a k e  p o l i c e  ( f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t : )  m a ry  n i e l s e n ,  r i c k  e b e r ly ,  c e d a r  l a k e  c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e 
w i l l i a m  t .  f i s h e r ,  j e n n i f e r  s a n d b e r g ,  a n d  r a l p h  m i l l e r  / l a k e  d a l e  f i r e  d e pa r t m e n t  ( f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t : )  m a ry  n i e l s e n ,  l a k e  d a l e  f i r e  d e pa r t m e n t  f i r e  c h i e f  rya n  k e n n e d y ,  a n d  l a k e  d a l e 
f i r e  d e pa r t m e n t  p r e s i d e n t  & l i e u t e n a n t  t r oy  w e b e r g  / w i n f i e l d  p o l i c e  ( f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t : )  m a ry  n i e l s e n ,  a n d  w i n f i e l d  to w n  m a r s h a l  d a n  b a l l .

Crown Point - $23,500
Fire: $18,000 / Police $5,500

Cedar Lake - $22,000
Fire: $12,000 / Police $10,000

Lowell - $16,550
Fire: $9,550 / Police $7,000

Winfield - $14,500
Police: $14,500

Lake Dale Volunteer 
Fire Department - $14,000

Fire: $14,000

Proactive Safety Grants
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MEMORIALS
NOVEMBER 11, 2020 - MARCH 23, 2021

Jimmy Anderson 
Matthew & Sandy Bapple
 
Mary Walker Ayers 
Joseph & Barb Kacmar
 
Gordon Bates 
Shirley Forney-Bates
 
Ralph Bennett III
Ralph Bennett IV
 
Jim Bielefeld 
Matthew & Sandy Bapple
 
John P. & Helen Birdzell 
John & JoAnn Birdzell
 
Robert Bixenman 
Joseph & Barb Kacmar
 
Alfonse Braccolino 
ACF Chefs of Northwest Indiana
Bud & Kathy Adams
David & Helen Batusic
Suzanne Borto
Ralph & Dottie Bosetti
Carol Carli
Glenn & Margot Clark
John & Louise Diederich
Mary Ann Greiner
Dan & Vicky Klein
Andrew Kyres
William Lopez & Debbie Tegtmeyer
Roy & Barbara Martin
Bonnie Muir
Keith & Mary Nielsen
Lew &  Sandra Noe
Joyce Phipps Nutt
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer
Stephen Smiles
Rich & Kathy Zondor
 
Helen Briney 
Richard & Joanne Buehrle
Katherine Dluzak
Joseph & Barb Kacmar
 
Bob Burnett 
Matthew & Sandy Bapple

Betty Jane E. Buth 
on her birthday 
Eugene & Linda Matzat

Mary Ann Caravana
John & JoAnn Birdzell
Jerry Caravana
Marge Kerr
Barbara Kvachkoff
Richard & Marjorie Pankiewicz
Nancy Sanders
 
Janice Conlon 
James & JoAnne Haag
Joseph & Barb Kacmar
 
Joseph & Maribel Costin 
Bruce & Kimberly Carmichael
Larry & Susan Costin
 
Donald & Theresa Cowan 
at Christmas 
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
 
Marilou Crisman 
James Crisman
 
Dolores & Jim Cuculich 
David & Lynda Cuculich
 
Daniel Doherty 
Raymond & Donna Doherty
 
Patrick Doherty 
Raymond & Donna Doherty

Charles "Chuck" Donovan 
Crown Point Rotary
Exxon Mobil
 PLF & SVC

Leroy Doty 
John & JoAnn Birdzell

Annie Dubowski 
Thomas Elder & Susan Driscoll Elder

Jane Dudash
Jerry Caravana

Ronald Eisenhauer
Dan & Vicky Klein

Jeannine Eubank
Matthew & Sandy Bapple

William & Phyllis Fatch
Tim & Peggy Sendak

Collette Festa
B.J. & Kay Hubbard

Gladys Forgey
William W. Forgey

Jim & Marge Forsythe
William & Karen Christensen
Mary Lynne Halfmann & Mark Lampe
Barry & Margaret Wood

Marcelline "Marcie" Fukuda
Matthew & Sandy Bapple

Dick Garretson
Martha Garretson

Clayton Gaudry
Crown Point 2020 Senior Prom
 Crown Point High School
Scott & Julie Hill
Dean & Sara Jones

Elizabeth Goodlad
Joseph & Barb Kacmar

Florence Gresh
Jerry Caravana
Rich & Linda Svihra

Al Gruber
Joanne Kosac Gruber
Donald & Julie Woodburn

Alice Haberlin
Trinity Lutheran Evangelical 
 Church of Lowell

Art Handley
Matthew & Sandy Bapple
Chuck & Darlene Hopp

Donna Keller Heuer
Mark & Julie Wendorf

Joe Heuer & Donna Keller Heuer
Timothy & Carol Borowski

Lawrence "Larry" Hine
Chuck & Darlene Hopp

Benton Scott Huddleston
Jeanne Van Slyke-Huddleston

Charles & Virginia Isley
John & Patricia Isley
William & Jane Thesing

Barbara Jenkins Tyler
Neal Tyler

Joe & Marian Jollief
Jonathan & Margaret Jollief

John Kabella
Richard & Joanne Buehrle

Allan Katz
Peter & Elizabeth Barrett
Roger Blankstein
Fred & Katherine Chariton
 KBCPA Accounting & Computer Service

Jane Keene
Timothy & Carol Borowski

Jack Kennedy
Dan & Vicky Klein

Jerry Keough
David & Jill Mertens

Phyllis Keough
Kevin & Nancy Keough

Anna Mae Kerr
Peggy Armstrong
Matthew & Sandy Bapple
Richard & Joanne Buehrle
City of Crown Point
 Mayor David Uran
Leonard & Laura Jean Halfman
Natalie Halfman
Chuck & Darlene Hopp
Patricia Huber
Joseph & Barb Kacmar
Steven Mason & Mary Zurbriggen-Mason
Mark & Sue Riester

Tom Kirk
Joseph & Barb Kacmar

Betty Kolodziej
Patricia Huber
Rich & Linda Svihra
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Thomas Koscho
Thomas Elder & Susan Driscoll Elder
Joseph & Barb Kacmar

Jerry Krebes
Keith & Mary Nielsen

Jerry Krieter at Christmas
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer

Patricia Krieter
Matthew & Sandy Bapple

Paul Kselman
Matthew & Sandy Bapple

Peter & Mary Kucia
Jerry & Pat Gerlach

George Daniel "Dan" Lane
Mary Ann Abraham
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
Herman & Jan Barber
Paul & Terry Bloede
Suzanne Borto
Tim & Nancy Briggs
Jerry Caravana
B.J. & Kay Hubbard
Joseph & Barb Kacmar
Roger & Mariellen Liggett
Corey & Charlotte Liss
Larry & Carolyn Makoben
Darryl & Pat Miller
Ronald & Sylvia Potter
George & Gloria Pyle
Gerald & April Schaefer
Tim & Peggy Sendak
Shirer Insurance Services
Michael Sroka
Phil Wayco

George Letz Jr
Ronald Kaiser

James Mager
Don Harle

Thomas Marshall
Bernice A. Balicki
Matthew & Sandy Bapple

Alec Matalin
Richard & Niki Crawford
Puntillo and Crane Orthodontics, PC

Allen Aron & Lynn Van Houten
Robert Van Houten & Colleen Jay

John Mauman
Nancy Mauman

Dr. Robert Mayden
Mark & Lindsay Bates
Richard & Laurie Eppers
Ferry Landing HOA
 Island Management
Larry & Kim Geisen
 LK Properties, LLC
Jeffrey & Diane Hess
B.J. & Kay Hubbard
James & Deborah Kirk
Chip & Andrea Long
Roger & Constance Mays
Bill & Holly Nagy
Ruby Niepokoj
Fred & Judy Rauscher
Geraldine Semmer
Gil & Gail Stiener
Ryan Thiery
Daniel Vicari
Nancy Vicari
Ann Zielinski

Jim & Betty McDonald
Patrick & Sarah Egan
Jane McDonald
Janet McDonald
Robert & Pamela McDonald

Sylvia J. Myers
Mark & Lindsay Bates

Jack Pettit
Jessica Albaugh
Jack & Karin Pettit

Karen Pruzin
Thomas G. Pruzin

Jim Reed
Matthew & Sandy Bapple

Evert & Shirley Reimer at Christmas
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer

Robert Roen
Joseph & Judith Moore

Aameer Sahi
Forest Ridge Academy

Rita Sainato
Richard & Amy Cox

Rev. John J. Savio at Christmas
Joseph & Lori Amodeo

Lisa Schaefer Stover
Kenneth & Rita Backe
Ralph & Sheryl Hudson
Gerald & April Schaefer

Kenneth Schiesser
Jerry Caravana

Joseph & Ruth Schramm
John Dockus

Theodore & Tennessee Sendak
Tim & Peggy Sendak

Joan Sherrington
Dan & Vicky Klein

Larry Shrader
Jerry Caravana

Marsha Skrivan
Ben & Angela Ballou

Nancy Taylor
Kristy Baumann

Marilee Thanholdt
Donna Moser

Bill Trueblood
Rich & Linda Svihra

John Tubbs
Patti Tubbs

Roger C. VanSlyke
Jeanne Van Slyke-Huddleston

Ronald John VanSlyke
Jeanne Van Slyke-Huddleston

Dominic Vicari
Daniel Vicari
Nancy Vicari

Cole Viers
Coleen Viers

Lorraine Viers Steuer
Coleen Viers

Virginia Wagonblast
Joseph & Barb Kacmar

Ron Waymire
Joseph & Barb Kacmar

Roland "Bub" Wise
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
Mark & Lindsay Bates
Carolee Bavaro
John & JoAnn Birdzell
Kevin & Susan Brunski
Jerry Caravana
Lisa Cortazar
Thomas Elder & Susan Driscoll Elder
Janet Feder
Julio Fonseca
Arlene Grompone
B.J. & Kay Hubbard
Gary & Kathryn Huys
Kevin & Tamara Knight
Roger & Mariellen Liggett
Tom & Kathy Liss
 Liss Rentals
Craig & Kelly Mech
Darryl & Pat Miller
Tarangini Padhya
Skip & Tami Pelton
Leslie Plesac
Thomas & Tina Robinson
Strack & VanTil
Paul & Linda Watland
Kailey Whitman
Rich & Kathy Zondor

Bruce Woods
Matthew & Sandy Bapple
Chuck & Darlene Hopp
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer
Mark & Sue Riester

Juanita Zurbriggen
Joseph & Barb Kacmar
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GIVE TODAY...
IMPACTGreater

TOMORROW
M A T C H I N G  C H A L L E N G E

Help us Complete the Match!
This generous matching challenge is made possible by the Dean & Barbara White Family 
Foundation. The matching challenge provides donors the opportunity to grow endowed 
funds of their choice and to increase operating endowment funds to cover the operating 
costs of the Crown Point Community Foundation.

Consider Making A Gift Today
Every dollar raised will double your impact in supporting our mission of enriching the 
quality of life in South Lake County, now and for generations to come! Choose to give to an 
existing Fund or Establish a New Fund.

Eligible gifts include: Cash, Checks, Credit Cards, Stock Transfers, and Retirement Assets. 
Any questions, contact the Foundation, at info@thecpcf.org or call 219-662-7252. 

To make gifts online go to: thecpcf.org /donate.html.

This Matching Challenge is available until funding has been exhausted.

$439,904.84

Match Captured-Other Funds

$597,950.15

Match Captured-Operating Funds

$1,462,145.01 
available to match

$1,462,145.01

Match Available

As of 
March 31, 2021

EXAMPLE:

For Gifts to Any Operating Fund
100% of Match - to Endowed Operating Funds

BUILD OPERATING

TOTAL GIFT TO ANY ENDOWED OPERATING FUND

100$
MATCH ADDS

200$

100
YOUR GIFT

$

$2.5 MILLION DOLLAR 
MATCHING OPPORTUNITY

Now your donation can go even further during our Matching Challenge. Every dollar you donate will be doubled, 
making this the perfect time of year to help those in need and to support the efforts of the Crown Point Community Foundation.

$1 FOR $1 MATCHING OPPORTUNITIES

EXAMPLE:

50$
MATCH ADDS 50%

TO ENDOWED FUND

TOTAL GIFT TO ENDOWED FUND

150$

100
YOUR GIFT

$

TOTAL GIFT

200$

50$
MATCH ADDS 50% TO CPCF 

OPERATING ENDOWMENT FUND

For Gifts to other Endowment Fund Types – including: Unrestricted, 
Designated, Donor Advised, Scholarship, Field of Interest, and Agency Funds.

50% of Match – to other Endowment Fund
50% of Match – to CPCF Operating Endowment Fund

BUILD OTHER FUNDS + OPERATING

+ +

OPTION A OPTION B
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d e a n  j o n e s

m i r a r  c u s t o m  h o m e s ,  i n c .

d a n  d u n c a n

p e o p l e s  b a n k

i n d i r a  b r i g h a m

u n i v e r s i t y  o f  s t .  f r a n c i s

INDIRA BRIGHAM

Indira Brigham's parents, Charles and Grace Nowak, instilled 
in her the values of  giving back to the community and being a 
lifelong learner. She earned her Bachelor of Science at Loyola 
University, where she met her husband, Gary. They continued their 
education at the University of Illinois, his in medicine and hers in 
molecular biology. 

They raised three daughters, Renee, Natalie and Annelise, in Crown 
Point, where Indira volunteered for Tri Kappa, Crown Point Youth 
Soccer, St. Mary’s Faith Formation and Small Christian Communities.  
She has taught at the University of Saint Francis in Crown Point for 
over 10 years. "My daughters have taught me many new computer 
skills that have enabled me to survive the pandemic and improve my 
ability to educate online. I am grateful for the technology that has 
enabled us to continue to educate and communicate," Indira said. 
"I am excited about joining the Crown Point Community Foundation 
Board because it gives me the chance to learn more about the many 
charitable organizations in our South Lake County region and to 
continue to help improve our community."
 

DAN DUNCAN

Dan was raised in unincorporated Crown Point and attended Lake 
Central schools. His wife, Alison is an Andrean alumni and business 
teacher at Crown Point High School, where she is also the volleyball 
coach. They have two daughters in Crown Point Schools.  

He is a graduate of Saint Xavier University and received his MBA 
from Indiana University Northwest. Dan has more than 15 years of 

business banking experience at Peoples Bank. Prior to joining 
Peoples Bank, Dan held a series 7 license and worked as a 
proprietary trader.  

Dan is active in the community through the Rotary Club of Crown 
Point and is currently President of the club. He is a member of the 
loan committee for the Regional Development Company, a 
certified development company that generates and administers 
SBA 504 loans. Dan also coaches youth sports. Dan is looking 
forward to the opportunity to further serve his hometown community.   

DEAN JONES

Dean Jones grew up living in different areas of the country until his 
family settled in southern Indiana as he was entering high school. 
He attended Butler University in Indianapolis, where he met his 
wife, Sara. Wanting to start their family in a close-knit community, 
they moved to Crown Point in 1994 where they've raised their three 
children, Ashley, Valerie, and Zachary.

Dean has worked in the custom home building business for over 
30 years with Mirar Custom Homes, Inc. He has committed his 
professional career to providing high-end custom homes and quality 
service to homeowners across Northern Indiana. He has served 
on the board and as President of the Homebuilders Association of 
Northwest Indiana, as well as the board of Habitat for Humanity of 
Northwest Indiana. 

Dean is honored to serve on the Community Foundation Board as he 
has seen firsthand the good it has done, and he is looking forward 
to being a part of the Foundation's future. 

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS

The Board of Directors plays an integral role in the Crown Point Community Foundation. They select 
the recipients of CPCF grants, help to solicit donations, and promote the Foundation throughout the community. 

We are proud to welcome the following outstanding business and community leaders to the CPCF.
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DONATIONS
NOVEMBER 11, 2020 - MARCH 23, 2021

A
Judy Abraham
Mary Ann Abraham
Jerry & Trish Allee
Joseph & Annette Allegretti
Lynn Almaguer
AmazonSmile Foundation
Amodeo Properties Inc.
 Rick & Cathy Amodeo
Thomas & Kathryn Anderson
Scott & LB Angel
Gregory & Linda Armstrong

B
William & Bette Babjak
Frank Baccino
Irene Bairaktaris
Ben & Angela Ballou
John & Ann Barney
Barney Family Foundation
Denise Bashore
Mark & Lindsay Bates
David & Helen Batusic
Kelly Bermes
Bryan & Mary Bernacki
Anthony & Julie Bieszczat
Glen Boren
Suzanne Borto
William & Beverly Breyfogle
Gary & Indira Brigham

C
Juliana Caffarini
Mark & Chrisanne Christ
 Site Restoration Services
Ryan & Linda Collier
Alison Corban Norton
Crown Point Cal Ripken Youth Baseball
Crown Point Rotary
Joseph & Gayle Czarnik

D
Dean & Barbara White Family Foundation Inc.
Suzanne Demmond
Mike & Karen Dexter
John & Louise Diederich
Eric & Robin Dillon
John Dockus
Kathleen Dowling

Michelle Duffy
Dan & Alison Duncan

E
Mark & Mary Edwards
Eisenhower School PTO
Jack & Carole Esala

F
Fababa, Inc. dba SF Brokerage
 Fred & Shelly Faber
First Merchants Bank
 Dale Clapp & John Freyek
Shirley Forney-Bates
Greg & Nancy Forsythe
Scott & Maureena Foster
Foundations of East Chicago

G
Vidyadhar & Suhasini Gandra
Gariup Construction Co., Inc.
Larry & Kim Geisen
 Geisen Funeral, Cremation and 
 Reception Centre
Russell Gertsch
Bobbie Gintert
Jennifer Gooldy
Gerry & Dawn Gora
Wayne Gruber

H
Cindy Hall
Hanover Schools Education Foundation
James & Melanie Hardman
Crystal Harrigan-Barry
Donna Hasten
Joseph Heuer & Donna Keller Heuer
David & Maria Hibbs
Thomas Hoffman
Anna Holem
Chuck & Darlene Hopp
B. J. & Kay Hubbard
Donald & Joyce Huber

J
Michael James
Eric & Tara Johnston

K
Judith Kaleta
Brett Keeler
Dawn Kepshire
Charles & Susan Kerr
Dan & Vicky Klein
Mark & Susan Koza

L
Lake County Master Gardener Program
 Purdue Extension Service
Lake Street School PTO
James & Esther Lambert
Steve & Kathy Lessner Family
George & Sharon Letz
Corey & Charlotte Liss
Tom & Kathy Liss

M
Douglas MacArthur PTO
Jose Maldonado
John Manis
 Manis CPA Services Inc./Manis Accounting
Thomas McAdams & John McAdams
Darryl & Pat Miller
Millwrights Local Union 1076
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
 Kathy Roeser
Peter & Scherry Morikis

N
Allan & Sally Nalbor
Joseph & Jane Nerney
Network for Good
Judith Nicely
NIPSCO
 on behalf of West Region Cap Member Jill Murr
Joan Noble
Northwestern Indiana Nursery and 
 Landscape Association

O
Richard & Bette Oesterle

P
Larry & Sandra Palmiter
Purdue Federal Credit Union
 Jeff Love
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t o  s e t  u p  a  r e c u r r i n g 
m o n t h ly  g i f t ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t 
w w w . t h e c p c f . o r g .  c l i c k 
o n  t h e  d o n at e  n o w  l i n k 
at  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h o m e 
pa g e .  s e l e c t  t h e  g i f t 
a m o u n t  a n d  f u n d  yo u 'd 
l i k e  t o  s u p p o r t .   

R
Cornel & Karen Raab
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer
Margaret Ricci
Mark & Sue Riester
John & Maureen Rogers
Daniel & Carol Root
Joe & Mary Kay Rowe

S
Thomas & Mardee Saad
Schepel Buick - GMC
 Thomas & Barbara Van Prooyen
Paul Schultz
Rick & Jeri Schweitzer
Maxie Scott
Vic & Jewell Sheldon
Josh & Melissa Sickinger
Theodore G. Sinal
Linda Slankard
Mark & Deborah Snedden
Solon Robinson PTO
Tammie Sopczak

Allen & Linda Sredzinski
Sandra Stevens
St. Mary Home & School Association
Cliff Sumner

T
David & Lori Taylor
Suzanne Teesdale
Brett Thompson
Nancy Tilka
Timothy Ball Elementary PTO
Mary Tracy-MacAulay
Tri-Creek Education Foundation, Inc.
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran School

V
John & Barbara VanRamshorst
Alda Vellutini

W
Jeremy Michael Walker
Melissa Walley
Tim & Cyndi Walsh
 Walsh Advisors Inc.

Ronda Waters
Eugene & Jean Wease
Kimberly Wentz
Martha Wheeler
Winfield/Jerry Ross 
 Parent Teacher Organization
Barry & Margaret Wood
Suzann Wright

Y
Youche Country Club
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HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

WHY WE GIVE:  At View Outdoor, our goal 

is to follow the path our founder, Mr. Dean 

White, paved decades ago by giving back to 

Northwest Indiana. We have always and will 

continue to work with the municipalities and 

service organizations that build the great 

foundation of this community. 

We are a local company that prides itself on 

supporting these local communities where we, 

our employees and their families live. By use of 

outdoor advertising, we are pleased to help our 

local businesses and organizations bring new 

opportunities to this ever-growing community we 

call home.

viewoutdoor.com

Crown Point Community Foundation:

View Outdoor Advertising donated billboard space for the 
Crown Point Community Foundation's 11th Annual Volunteer Fair.

HONORARIUMS
NOVEMBER 11, 2020 - MARCH 23, 2021

John & Ann Barney at Christmas
Craig & Janet Duchossois
 
Suzanne Borto
Bonnie Meyer

Jerry Caravana
John & JoAnn Birdzell
 
Larry & Kim Geisen at Christmas
Terry Coady &  Alexis Thanos-Coady
Jamie & Jennifer Constant
Crisma Gass
Anthony Geisen
Marcia Gima
James & Tammie Holzhauer
Robert & Louise Hooper
Taylor Jones
Gus & Michelle Katsaros
Jeffery & Deborah Kelley
William Kolloway
Jeff & Jean Lahm
Daton Lewis
Ron Mesarch &  Janet Andrus

Wayne Gruber
Joanne Kosac Gruber
Donald & Julie Woodburn

B.J. & Kay Hubbard
Garry & Janet Neitzel
Steven Sutton

Jan Kleinschmidt Boicken, Kathy Craig, 
Bette Oesterle & Rebecca Pederson at Christmas
Mark & Sue Riester

Ron McColly at Christmas
Patti Tubbs

Faye Platt's Birthday
Thomas & Laura Bertagnolli
Jeff & Julie Pape
Thomas Platt & Uta Rehm

Martha "Marty" Wheeler
John & JoAnn Birdzell
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Five Questions for

Cyndi Walsh5
 Cyndi Walsh grew up in Lowell and has lived in Crown Point for 25 years. She 

earned a BS in Information Technology from Purdue, an MBA in Finance from 

the University of Chicago, and is pursuing her Doctorate Degree at DePaul 

University, concentrating on financial markets. Cyndi manages her own 

investment advisory practice, Walsh Advisors, in Crown Point. She has 

been married to her husband Tim for 27 years and has two adult 

children, Christine and Jack.

1. What attracted you to the CPCF?

 My husband and I set up a donor-advised fund many years  
 ago and have continued to contribute to the fund. It has been  
 really rewarding to see our fund grow and support our charitable  
 interests. I really believe in the concept of an endowment as a  
 source of perpetual income, and in this case the income is used for  
 the good of the community. It is amazing, really, and I consider it  
 an honor to serve. 

2.  What do you like to do for fun?

 While I enjoy running with my friends, I am happiest on a boat.   
 My father taught me to sail as a young child on Cedar Lake,  
 and while I did not fully appreciate it at the time, our time on the  
 lake sparked a lifelong interest in anything to do with water. I have  
 been trying to master wake surfing lately, but I admittedly spend a  
 lot of time swallowing water.
 
3.  What is your advice to have fulfillment in retirement?

 While I am not retired, I do a lot of retirement planning and  
 care for clients who are retired. My advice is to spend more time  
 planning before you retire because once you retire your options  
 become more limited. Just a few extra years of working can add 
 a lot of financial flexibility in retirement.  

4.  What is your personal mission statement? 

 I think my mission in life has changed over time and as I get older,  
 I strive to leave people in a better place than where I found them,  
 whether that be through teaching, serving, or just being kind. You  
 just never know what people are going through and I never want  
 to be the person that makes their situation worse. 

5.  What is your favorite memory from childhood? 

 I grew up in Lowell, which at the time was still pretty rural. My  
 first job was detasseling corn, and while it was really hard work  
 and long hours, I was able to spend a lot of time with my friends  
 who worked with me. Being kids, we somehow figured out how to  
 have fun every day. I cherish those memories and still maintain  
 those friendships that I built walking the corn fields. 

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
INVESTMENT COMMITTEE AND
AUDIT COMMITTEE
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CREATING A BETTER FUTURE 
              IN SOUTH LAKE COUNTY 

PO Box 522
Crown Point, IN 46308

Community Partners are local companies or individuals who join forces with the Crown Point 
Community Foundation to promote and expand philanthropy, address community issues, and 
develop nonprofit excellence.

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

T O G E T H E R  W E  B U I L D  A  B E T T E R  T O M O R R O W
The Crown Point Community Foundation is a public charity. Small donations are 

just as important as large donations to make sure that we serve the public’s best interests.

O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  D O E S  N O T  C O M E  F R O M  J U S T  O N E  P E R S O N , 

O N E  FA M I LY,  O R  O N E  C O M PA N Y  B U T  A  S T E A DY  S T R E A M  O F  C O N T R I B U T I O N S 

F R O M  A  B R O A D  C R O S S - S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L  P U B L I C . 

If you have a cause you care about in the community, we have a fund to support your interest. It’s easy to make a donation. 
Mail your check today in the enclosed envelope provided or simply donate online at: thecpcf.org/donate.html. 

We invite you to be a part of your public Foundation so that together we can do more good things in our community!

Upcoming Crown Point Community Foundation Events:

Scholarship Award Night  |  Thursday, May 6, 2021  |  Crown Point High School

eugene & jean wease

john & ann barney
family foundation


