
1

CREATING A BETTER FUTURE 
IN SOUTH LAKE COUNTY 
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A D VA N C I N G
OPPORTUNITIES



m a r y  b .  n i e l s e n

p r e s i d e n t

c h r i s a n n e  c h r i s t

c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  b o a r d
c e n t i e r  b a n k

Dear Friends,

As 2021 continued to challenge our communities heightened by the 
pandemic, it amplified the strength of working together and the power 
that endowments play for advancing opportunities today and for 
generations to come.

We know philanthropy makes a difference, and that difference can 
bridge the gap between despair and hope. We are deeply humbled 
by and grateful for the generosity of you, our donors and supporters, 
that provide the resources and tools for us to serve our community, 
advancing our mission of enriching the quality of life in South Lake 
County and beyond.

Because of your generosity, in 2021, the Crown Point Community 
Foundation awarded more than $1.4 million in grants and scholarships. 

The Foundation’s support touches many different lives. Our community 
grants allow us to walk alongside and expand the work of nonprofits, 
advancing opportunities to meet the needs in our community and create 
positive change. 

LE T TER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

CPCF’s scholarships bolsters students’ ability to pursue higher education, 
advancing opportunities to become contributing members of society, 
increase volunteerism, and giving back to causes that matter to them. 

The Crown Point Community Foundation believes in the power of 
collaboration. Our work in partnership with others is providing support 
in Lake County and regionally through efforts such as NWI BizHub, a 
resource to assist entrepreneurs and small business owners. 

Throughout this past year donors continued to double the impact of their 
gifts made possible by the $2.5 million-dollar matching grant challenge 
provided by the Dean & Barbara White Family Foundation, advancing 
opportunities to grow endowed funds for increased grantmaking.   

Thanks to you, our friends and supporters, the Crown Point Community 
Foundation ended the year with a new milestone, assets over $38.9 
million. Your loyalty and trust in the Foundation ensures that it will 
continue to grow, bring people together around common causes, find 
new ways to connect and convene, even in difficult times, advancing 
opportunities for all in our community. We are thankful every day for 
your strong support.

Together, we will continue to make a positive difference in our 
communities, now and for generations to come.

In gratitude,

ADVANCING OPPORTUNITIES

m a r y  b .  n i e l s e n

c h r i s a n n e  c h r i s t

i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  d i f f i c u l t y

          l i e s  o p p o r t u n i t y .

a l b e r t  e i n s t e i n
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I N  R E M E M B R A N C E

George Letz

Former Crown Point Community Foundation Board 
Member, George H. Letz III (1947-2021) passed 
away on October 4, 2021. He served with the 
Crown Point Community Foundation for four years 
from 2018-2021.

George was a devoted parishioner of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Crown Point. He 
was a lifelong educator, working as a teacher, 
principal and superintendent within the Hanover 
and Hebron school districts. George loved to give 
back to the communities he was involved in, 
also serving on the Campagna Academy Board 
of Directors.

As a Crown Point Community Foundation Board 
Member, he helped the Foundation grow to over 
$38.9 million in total assets. George served on 
the Grant, Scholarship, and Board Development/
Governance Committees. We are grateful for 
George’s commitment to the community and to 
the Foundation.
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C R E A T I N G  A  B E T T E R  F U T U R E  I N  S O U T H  L A K E  C O U N T Y  I N  T H R E E  S T E P S

Receive Gifts
Individuals, groups and 
businesses create an endowment 
(permanent fund) at the CPCF.

1 Grow Gifts
The endowments are invested 
by the CPCF and its Board of 
Directors.

2 Give Gifts
Grants are awarded in specified cycles throughout 
the year. Grants are given both to causes which 
were specified by donors and to those that are 
selected by the CPCF grant committee.

3

Graphic is actual fund information of an 
Endowed Fund held at the Crown Point 
Community Foundation.

* ACTUAL FUND INFORMATION

With an initial gift of $51,800 in 2005, the fund balance 16 years later 
is $65,400 and has already distributed $30,400 in grants!

Learn how to make your love for South Lake County and beyond 
last with your own Endowment Fund.

GROWTH OF AN ENDOWED FUND

ABOUT THE CRO WN POINT COMMUNIT Y FOUNDATION

THE POWER OF ENDOWMENT
H O W  I T  W O R K S

Fund 
Established 

2005*

$51,800

12-31-2021

$65,400
FUND 

BALANCE

$44,000
ACCUMULATED 

EARNINGS

$30,400

GIFTS

GRANTS

Our vision is to serve as a well-managed agent for giving and receiving. The Crown Point Community Foundation will help to positively shape the 
future of the community and act as a facilitator of community good.

Since 1990, we have served the citizens of Crown Point, Cedar Lake, Lowell, and Winfield through a range of charitable and civic activities while 
helping individual donors achieve their philanthropic goals. As a public charitable organization, the CPCF is dedicated to building permanently 
endowed funds. A 19 member volunteer board of directors, composed of local leaders, oversees the investment of these pooled funds. These 
endowments then fund the distribution of grants to worthy causes each year.



With your help, junior football players were protected on the field.

A $16,000 grant from the Crown Point Community Foundation was 
awarded to the Crown Point Jr. Bulldog Football League.

The league includes players from the ages of 6 to 13. There are currently 
400 players in the league, all from South Lake County. 

“Our football league is very unique in such a way that we turn no youth 
football player away for any reason,” said Scott Shahbaz, the league’s 
treasurer. “Our organization feels that every kid who wants to play 
football should have every opportunity to be able to play. We have 
always subsidized families with kids that could not afford to pay.” 

With concussion awareness in football raising in recent years, player 
safety is even more of a top priority. “We have always set the stand 
high in our league to make sure safety is the number one concern for 
us,” Shahbaz said. “We check every piece of football equipment that a 
football players uses in our league every year before the season. If there 

is any damage, or it is out of date, it gets thrown away.”

The CPCF grant enabled the Crown Point Jr. Bulldog Football League 
to purchase 80 new helmets and subsidize the playing fees for 20 
players. “We usually have sponsors and donations, but being that 
businesses were shut down due to COVID-19, we were unable to get 
any sponsors,” Shahbaz said. “There are some great people at the 
Crown Point Community Foundation that were able to help us through 
this difficult time.”

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Crown Point Jr. Bulldogs Football

p h oto s  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  t h e  n e w  h e l m e ts  r e a d y  f o r  g a m e  t i m e  / c r o w n  p o i n t  j r .  b u l l d o g s  f o ot b a l l  t e a m  w e a r i n g  t h e  n e w  h e l m e ts .
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          o n b e h a l f  o f  o u r b oa r d o f d i r e c to r s a n d 
      a l l  o f  o u r f o ot b a l l  pa r e n ts ,  t h a n k yo u ag a i n f o r 
  t h e  g e n e r o u s d o n at i o n.  t h o u g h c o st ly ,  t h e s e     
    h e l m e ts  w e r e  c h o s e n by  o u r sta f f  f o r t h e  stat e  o f 
t h e  a r t  p r ot e c t i o n t h at  t h e y  p r ov i d e  f o r o u r p l ay e r s .            

d e r e k  v a n  t i c h e l t

p r e s i d e n t ,  c r o w n  p o i n t  j r .  b u l l d o g s  f o ot b a l l



2 0 21  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
Over the past 31 years, the Foundation’s assets have grown thanks to generous donors and excellent investment returns. Our assets allow 
us to fulfill our mission to South Lake County and beyond, giving grants and scholarships.

I N  2 0 21,  W E 
A W A R D E D  M O R E  T H A N
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EACH FUND T YPE FULF ILLS  THE DONOR’S WISHES

Unrestricted Fund distributions are granted to nonprofits providing services within 

South Lake County. Nonprofits apply for a grant; our grant committee reviews 

the applications and awards these grants. 

Donor Advised and Designated Fund distributions are granted according to 

the donors instructions, to nonprofit organizations.  

Agency Funds are set up by a nonprofit organization to support their operational 

and program needs.  

Operating Fund distributions support the foundation, allowing us to fulfill our mission 

to our donors, fund holders and community. 

Scholarship Funds are set up by donors. Students apply for these scholarships 

yearly. The scholarship committee reviews all submitted applications and makes 

recommendations based on the criteria of each scholarship.

$ 1. 41  M I L L I O N
I N  G R A N T S 

AND SCHOLARSHIPS

T O T A L  A S S E T  G R O W T H
-  PA S T  5  Y E A R S  -

$26,722,1982017

$25,319,2552018

29,739,8722019

$34,439,3802020

$38,916,7002021

 —
 

$20 Million  —
 

$30 Million  —
 

$40 Million

 .3%

Other

12%

Operating Funds

11.2%

Scholarship 
Funds

14.8%

Agency Funds
            19%

Designated    
Funds

6.2%

Donor Advised 
Funds

            36.5%

Unrestricted 
    Community Funds

2021

365 FUNDS WITH A 
TOTAL  BALANCE OF 

$38,916,700
AS OF 12-31-21
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c o m p l e t e  f i n a n c i a l  s tat e m e n ts  w i t h  a c c o m pa n y i n g  f o ot n ot e s  i s s u e d  by 
b l u e  & c o . ,  l l c  a r e  ava i l a b l e  at  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n 's  o f f i c e .

FINANCIALS
Crown Point Community Foundation, Inc. 
summarized financial information 
year ended December 31, 2021.

Total Assets: $ 38,916,700  

  

Liabilities and Fund Balance:  

Agency Funds  3,653,926 

Endowment/pass-through Funds  35,262,774 

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance: $ 38,916,700 

  

Revenue:  

Contributions and grants received  2,601,476 

Investment return  2,887,845 

Operating endowment revenue  338,001 

Total Revenue $ 5,827,322 

  

Expense:  

Grants paid to the community  1,198,165 

Administrative fee expense  307,859 

Operating expenses  451,118 

Total Expense $ 1,957,142 

  

Change in Net Asset                                     $ 3,870,180

In 2021, the Crown Point Community Foundation distributed 475 

grants and scholarships that supported a multitude of causes and 

higher education.

TOTAL DOLL ARS IN GRANTS 
AND SCHOL ARSHIPS AWARDED

The Crown Point Community Foundation awarded grants and 

scholarships totaling $1,168,312 in 2020.*

*Includes custodial fund grants and
operating fund grants.

NUMBER OF GRANTS
AND SCHOL ARSHIPS AWARDED

2017

445

2018

479

2019

505

2020

463

2021

475

2021 2020 2019 2018 2017

$750,000 — 

$1,000,000 — 

$1,250,000 — 

$1,500,000 — 

$1,750,000 — 

$1
,3

03
,9

87

$1
,2

25
,4

20

$1
,5

31
,0

07

$1
,4

05
,1

92

$1
,1

68
,3

12
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CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Lake County Fire Chiefs Association, Inc.

With your help, firefighters have the necessary tools to keep our 
communities safe. 

The Crown Point Community Foundation awarded a grant for $6,289 
to the Lake County Fire Chiefs Association and their Hazardous 
Materials Team. 

The Lake County Fire Chiefs Association, or LCFCA, was established 
in 1992 to provide mutual aid among all of the fire departments in Lake 
County for fire, EMS, and hazmat incidents. The members of LCFCA 
are all active fire chiefs at the 23 fire departments throughout the county.

The LCFCA’s Hazardous Materials Team is comprised entirely of 
volunteers from various fire departments throughout Lake County. 
The team is on call 24/7, 365 days a year. They continuously attend 
specialized training in areas of response to identify and mitigate the 
release of dangerous chemicals. The hazmat team also responds to 

calls for suspicious packages and letters and railroad and interstate
emergencies. Not only does the team protect Lake County, but at times 
they also provide support in assisting adjoining counties.

Given the inherently dangerous nature of the hazmat team’s job, it is 
crucial that they have the proper equipment to keep themselves and the 
community safe. The CPCF grant was used for purchasing monitoring 
equipment for the hazmat team. 

“With the detectors purchased through the CPCF grant, we can 
expand our area of coverage and types of chemicals detected,” 
said John Huppert, Assistant Coordinator, LCFCA.

         w e a r e  v e ry  g r at e f u l  to t h e  c r ow n p o i n t 
c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n.  t h i s  e q u i p m e n t w i l l  h e l p  u s 
p r ov i d e  t h e  h i g h e st  s a f e t y  sta n d a r d f o r o u r 
      p e r s o n n e l ,  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a n d t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t.            

b i l l  m i s s a l

c o o r d i n ato r ,  lc f c a

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  r a e  syst e m s  q r a e 3 w i t h  r a e  syst e m s  m i n i - c o n t r o l l e r  / h a z m at  t e a m  m e m b e r s  -  b a c k  r o w ,  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  n i c h o l a s  m i n k e n a ,  d y e r  f i r e  d e p t . ;  m a r v i n  p y l e ,  l a k e  r i d g e 
f i r e  d e p t . ;  m a r k  a l l e n ,  c n  r a i l r o a d ;  r o b  g r a d y ,  g a ry  f i r e  d e p t . ;  d o n  k a l i n a ,  h a m m o n d  e m a ;  b r i a n  d e n n e y ,  l a k e  r i d g e  f i r e  d e p t .  f r o n t  r o w ,  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  b i l l  m i s s a l ,  c o o r d i n ato r ,  lc f c a ;  j o h n 
h u p p e r t ,  a s st .  c o o r d i n ato r ,  lc f c a ;  r o b e r t  wa l k e r ,  d i r e c to r ,  lc h s e m a ;  t r oy  w e b e r g ,  l a k e  d a l e  f i r e  d e p t .  /  l a k e  c o u n t y  h a z a r d o u s  m at e r i a l s  r e s p o n s e  t r u c k . 
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p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  r a e  syst e m s  r a e l i n k 3 m e s h  m o d e m  k i t  /  m a r v i n  p y l e ,  l a k e  r i d g e  f i r e  d e p t .  /  m at e r i a l s  i n  t h e  l a k e  c o u n t y  h a z a r d o u s  m at e r i a l s  r e s p o n s e  t r u c k  / l e f t  to  r i g h t : 
j o h n  h u p p e r t ,  a s st .  c o o r d i n ato r ,  lc f c a ;  b i l l  m i s s a l ,  c o o r d i n ato r ,  lc f c a .

EQUIPMENT PURCHASED THROUGH THE CPCF GRANT

RAELink3 Modem

Allows integration of many 
RAE Systems gas and radiation 
monitors into a wireless 
detection system. Monitors 
linked with a RAELink3 modem 
can communicate sensor data 

and GPS coordinates 
to a command 
center’s PC running 
ProRAE Guardian 
software up to 
2 miles away.

ToxiRae Pro

A wireless personal single-gas 
monitor that protects team members 
from common toxic industrial gases, 
volatile organic compounds and 
combustible gases.

Replacement Sensor

A replacement sensor for the 
ToxiRae Pro monitor

QRAE3 Monitor & Mini Controller

QRAE 3 is a versatile, rugged 
four-sensor monitor that provides 
continuous exposure monitoring 
of oxygen, combustibles, and 
toxic gases, including hydrogen 

sulfide, carbon 
monoxide, sulfur 
dioxide and 
hydrogen 
cyanide for 
first responders 
in hazardous 
environments.
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Alex and Ila Magiera Endowment Fund

Art Hill Ford/Lincoln Mercury/Carroll Chevrolet Endowment Fund

Bates Family Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Benjamin T. & Angela J. Ballou Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Bill & Betty Kennedy Family Endowment Fund

BJ & Kay Hubbard Endowment Fund

Bob and Bernice Anderson Endowment Fund

Cedar Lake Community Endowment Fund

Charlie and Marilyn Kaper Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Clayton Dyer Root Endowment Fund

Community Endowment Fund

Corbin Family Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Crown Point Community Foundation Fund

Daniel Reinhardt Root & Carol McInerney Root Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Darryl & Patricia Miller Endowment Fund

David & Helen Batusic Unrestricted Fund

Dean and Barbara White Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Dexter Family Endowment Fund

Dolores E. White Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Don & Alice Burrell Family Endowment Fund

Don and Joyce Carnahan Endowment Fund

Donald and Joyce Huber Family Endowment Fund

Donald and Theresa Cowan Family Fund

Dr. William and Ramona Jean Smead Family Fund

Edward G. and Katherine R. Gerlach Huber Memorial Fund

Edwin and Catherine Huber Family Endowment Fund

First Financial Bank Endowment Fund

G.W. Gintert Family Fund

Geisen Family Endowment Fund

Gordon and Nina Bates Endowment Fund

Greg and Nancy Forsythe Christian Giving Fund

Heritage Quilters Fund

Hilary and Margaret Raab Fund

Howard Wise Endowment Fund

Jack & Diane Kemp Endowment Fund

Jeff and Linda Bryner Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Jim and Betty McDonald Endowment Fund

Jim and Kim Larsen Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Jimmy & Marian Hooseline Family Trust

Joe and Marian Jollief Unrestricted Endowment

John & Ann Barney Unrestricted Endowment Fund

John & Diane Burrell Family Endowment Fund

John and Maureen Rogers Unrestricted Endowment Fund

John Dockus Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Jon and Cindy Harts Family Endowment Fund

Joseph K. Beckman Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Joseph L. and Maribel C. Costin Family Endowment Fund

Karen & Cornel Raab Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Karl F. Seger Endowment Fund

Letz Family Endowment Fund

Marge and Hugo Breuckman Fund

Marie Van Slyke Bean Endowment Fund

Mary and David Root Endowment Fund

Michael and Sherron Pampalone Endowment Fund

Otto Richard Fifield Memorial Endowment Fund

Peter & Betty Kolodziej Memorial Endowment Fund

Purdue Federal Credit Union Endowment Fund

Richard and Laura Sauerman Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Richard J. and Gwendolyn L. Buehler Endowment Fund

Robert and Joyce Nutt Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Rouge Family Endowment Fund

Russell C. Westphal Family Memorial Fund

Schroeder Family Fund

Theodore L. and Tennessee E. Sendak Family Endowment Fund

Thomas H. Durant Endowment Fund

Tom and Kathy Liss Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Vern and Jeanne Segert Endowment Fund

Violet and Irvin Guritz Endowment Fund

Wellman Family Endowment Fund

White Family Fund

William and Maxie Scott Endowment Fund

William G. and Phyllis M. Fatch Fund

UNRESTRIC TED ENDO WMENT FUNDS FOR COMMUNIT Y GRANTS
Unrestricted Endowment Funds are created by donors who want to support a broad range of community causes and entrust the CPCF to allocate those funds 
to causes with the greatest need.
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With your help, children and their families were given help and 
hope during a trying time.

A $4,800 grant from the Crown Point Community Foundation was 
awarded to the Northwest Indiana Cancer Kids Foundation.

The mission of the NICK Foundation is to provide hope and health to 
Northwest Indiana families affected by childhood cancer and to 
support promising research so all children can be healed. 

“When a child is diagnosed, most of the time one parent has to stop 
working, sometimes both parents have to,” said Nicole Yarrow, the 
Executive Director at the NICK Foundation. “In the case of a single 
parent, which we have many of, their income is cut short due to time 
off to care for their sick child. That is where we can help.”

When families with children who are diagnosed with cancer are sent to 
the Foundation, NICK sends the family $1,200 for their immediate 
financial assistance. 

NICK usually holds several fundraisers, including St. Baldrick’s, the Mark 
Hill Memorial Golf Outing, and the Great Gold Rush Race 5K/3K, but 
they were unable to do so recently due to COVID-19. 

The grant from the CPCF helped to support four families with children 
who have been diagnosed with cancer.

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Northwest Indiana Cancer Kids Foundation

p h oto s  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  n i c k  wa r r i o r  g a b e ,  f i n i s h i n g  c a n c e r  t r e at m e n t  i n  2021 / n i c k  wa r r i o r  h av e n ,  h av i n g  f u n  at  t h e  a n n u a l  g r e at  g o l d  r u s h  r a c e  & fa m i ly  f e st i va l  2021.

          w e  a r e  s o  g r at e f u l  f o r  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t     
  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n  a n d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f   
           o u r  m i s s i o n .  2021 b r o u g h t  u s  30 n e w ly 
    d i a g n o s e d  c h i l d r e n .  y o u r  g r a n t  wa s 
        e x t r e m e ly  h e l p f u l  a s  w e  s e n t  f i n a n c i a l 
    a s s i sta n c e  to  e a c h  n e w ly  d i a g n o s e d  c h i l d .

n i c o l e  y a r r o w

e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c to r

n o r t h w e st  i n d i a n a  c a n c e r  k i d s 
f o u n d at i o n ,  i n c .
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Animal Related - $16,192.50

Dunes Dog Training Club, Inc. / Pets N Vets Program

Humane Indiana, Inc.

Humane Society of Hobart

Patriots Training Service Dogs, Inc.

Power Paws for Kids, Inc.

Arts, Culture - $36,087.83

Cedar Lake Historical Association

City of Crown Point

Northwest Indiana Symphony Society, Inc.

Community Improvement - $5,227.01

Crown Point Community Library

Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc.,Gamma Theta Chapter

Winfield Community Foundation, Inc.

Education - $20,566.00

Chasing Dreams

Crown Point Christian School

Crown Point Comm. School Corporation-Early Childhood Learners

Crown Point High School - AP Test Funding

St. Mary Catholic Community School

United Negro College Fund, Inc.

Winfield Elementary School

Environmental - $25,000.00

Cedar Lake Enhancement Assoc., Inc.

Food, Nutrition, Agriculture - $29,000.00

Community Help Network, Inc.

Food Bank of Northwest Indiana

Hoosiers Feeding the Hungry

Meals on Wheels of Northwest Indiana, Inc.

Pack Away Hunger

Health - $11,300.00

ALS Association Indiana Chapter

Dunes Dog Training Club, Inc. / Pets N Vets Program

Northwest Indiana Cancer Kids Foundation, Inc.

Housing, Shelter - $57,680.00

Mommy’s Haven

SAFE Coalition for Human Rights, NFP

St. Jude House, Inc.

St. Michael’s Church

Human Services - $33,101.93

Campagna Academy, Inc.

Crossroads YMCA - Southlake/Griffith/Hammond/Whiting Branches

Franciscan Health Foundation

In-Pact

Love Moves Us, Inc.

Lupus Foundation of America, Indiana Chapter

Open Hearts Therapeutic Riding Center Inc.

Opportunity Enterprises, Inc.

Wittenberg Lutheran Village

Public Safety - $31,918.35

Cedar Lake Police Department

Crown Point EMA

Lake County Fire Chiefs Association, Inc.

Lake County Sheriff’s Department Protective Order Assistance

Recreation - $125,000.00

Crown Point Jr. Bulldogs/Panthers, Inc.

Dean & Barbara White Southlake YMCA

Indiana Elite FC Inc.

Knights of Columbus -St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Council #7473

Religion Related - $26,500.00

First Presbyterian Church of Crown Point

St. John’s United Church of Christ

COMMUNIT Y GRANTS AWARDED
Distributions from the Unrestricted Endowment Funds provide grants to nonprofit organizations within the following categories to address the 
broad needs in the community.

475,094.26$
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St. Matthias Church

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

Young Life of Northwest Indiana

Youth Development - $57,521.00

Best Buddies Indiana

Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Northwest Indiana

Cedar Lake Youth Baseball

Challenger Learning Center

City of Crown Point

Dollywood Foundation

Girls on the Run Northwest Indiana

I Can Shine, Inc.

Josiah White’s

Lake Region Christian Assembly (Camp LRCA)

Youth for Christ of NWI

Community Grants continued:

FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS GRANTS AWARDED 8,067.79$

Community Literacy Endowment Fund

Help The Children Fund

The Manis Family Fund*

Field of Interest Funds allow donors to address an area they care deeply about without naming a specific charity. The foundation grant committee 
awards grants to nonprofits that fit the donor’s category of interest. 

*No grants in 2021.
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Alec Matalin Memorial “Dope” Endowed Scholarship Fund

Alfred J. Gruber Senior Social Studies Honorarium Fund

Alvin & Kathryn Schmidt Endowment Fund

American Italian Benevolent Society Endowment Scholarship Fund

Barbara Jenkins Tyler Speech Scholarship Endowment Fund

Barney Family Scholarship Fund

BJ Hubbard Scholarship Fund

Burrell Family Scholarship Endowment Fund

Caleel Foundation Scholarship Fund (New Fund)*
Candace Lynne Walton Scholarship Endowment Fund

Charles M. & Marjorie Quickle Memorial Scholarship

Christopher Day Memorial Scholarship Fund

Clayton Gaudry Memorial Scholarship Fund

Colonel John Wheeler Middle School Endowment Fund

Crown Point Community Foundation Scholarship Fund

Crown Point High School RoboDogs Scholarship Fund*

Crown Point Lion’s Club Scholarship Fund*

Crown Point Swim Club Alumni Scholarship Fund

Crown Point Youth Baseball Scholarship Endowment Fund

David Gergely Memorial Scholarship Endowment Fund

Dean and Barbara White Scholarship

Dockus Charitable Scholarship Endowment Fund

Donald and Phyllis (Dillabaugh) Ross Purdue Scholarship Endowment Fund

Dorothy Dillman Max Scholarship Fund*

Dr. Arthur Beckman Memorial Scholarship Fund (New Fund)*
Dwight D. Eisenhower Elementary PTO  Scholarship

Fran & Billie Hoffman Scholarship Fund*

George Letz III Memorial Scholarship Fund (New Fund)*
George Letz, Jr. Scholarship Fund

Gil and Gail Stiener Family Fund

Helen Zielinski & Ray Stuck Family Scholarship Fund

Isabelle Melchor Memorial Scholarship Fund (New Fund)*
Jerry A. Caravana Athletic Director Endowment Scholarship Fund

JoAnne and Jim Haag Scholarship Fund

John D. Amodeo Scholarship Fund*

Joseph N. and Annette M. Allegretti Fund

Karen & Cornel Raab Scholarship Fund

Karen Pruzin Scholarship Endowment Fund

Kathy, Russ, and Jim Keller Endowment Fund

Kay Hubbard Music Scholarship Award Fund

L. Jane Keene Memorial Scholarship Fund

Lake Street Elementary PTO Scholarship Fund

Law Enforcement Academy Fund*

Lisa Schaefer Stover Endowment Fund

Liss Carstar Scholarship Fund

MacArthur Elementary PTO Scholarship Fund

Manhart/Gibbons Family Memorial Endowment Fund

Marie Van Slyke Scholarship Fund

Marilee Thanholdt Memorial Fund

Marion Kellum Performing Arts Scholarship Fund*

Mark and Lindsay Bates Scholarship Fund

Mark Edwards Scholarship Fund

Marty Shahbaz Football Scholarship Endowment Fund

Maurine M. Schlemmer Memorial Scholarship Fund

McMichael Family Endowment Fund

Mike Brown Jr. Memorial Scholarship Endowment Fund

Millicent & Forrest Everett Memorial Fund

Paul D. & Dorothea Everett Fund

Pete Breuckman Sr. Tradesman Scholarship Fund (New Fund)*
Pettit Family Memorial Student Athlete Scholarship Fund

Ralph E. and Dee Bennett Scholarship Endowment Fund

Robert “Bob” Brown Scholarship Endowment Fund

Robert Taft Middle School PTA Scholarship Fund

Ronald & Suzanne Borto Scholarship Endowment Fund

Russ Keller Family Scholarship Fund

Shirley Mudy Scholarship Fund

Solon Robinson Elementary School PTO Scholarship Fund

St. Mary’s Catholic Community School Scholarship

Steven J. and Kay E. Bazin Scholarship Fund*

The LaMere Family Endowment Fund

Tim Galusha Memorial Scholarship Fund

Timothy Ball Elementary PTO Scholarship Fund

“Tiny” Knesek Bohling and Karla Stiener Scholarship Endowment Fund

Todd Szanyi Memorial Scholarship Endowment Fund

Trinity Lutheran School Scholarship Fund

Virgil A. Place Scholarship Fund

Walter J. Bernacki Memorial Scholarship Fund

Wilbert Buth Music Scholarship Fund

William G. & Phyllis M. Fatch Scholarship Fund

Winfield/Jerry Ross Elementary PTO Scholarship Fund

Youche Country Club Scholarship Endowment Fund

Zondor Family Scholarship Endowment Fund

SCHOL ARSHIP FUNDS GRANTS AWARDED 
Scholarship Funds are created by donors to invest in students’ futures. Some scholarships help students from a particular high school or area; others provide 
financial assistance to those pursuing a specific field of study; still others assist students most in need. Donors are able to set the criteria for applicants.

351,269.26$

*No grants in 2021.
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I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  G R A N T  H E L P S 
S O U T H  L A K E  C O U N T Y  T H R O U G H  T H R E E  I N I T I A T I V E S

LILLY ENDOWMENT INC. GIFT VII

At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, a grant provided by Lilly 
Endowment Inc. brought the Crown Point Community Foundation 
together with neighboring community foundations to explore 
opportunities on how philanthropy could play a role in fostering 
economic development in our communities. This effort has been 
ongoing, and resulted in three initiatives to benefit Lake County 
and beyond.
 
NWI BizHub was created to connect entrepreneurs and small 
business owners to the right resources at the right time, no matter 
where they are in their journey of starting, accelerating or expanding 
their business. Finding a resource on nwibizhub.com is easy. Anyone 
can access the network by visiting the website and clicking “Find a 
Resource.” During its first year, partnerships with more than 70 
nonprofit service providers were established to create a diverse 

network of resources for small business owners in Lake, Porter, and 
La Porte counties. NWI BizHub plans to expand into four additional 
Northwest Indiana counties with funding through the Indiana Economic 
Development Corporation READI grant.

In addition to NWI BizHub, the Crown Point Community Foundation 
is supporting bike trail signage efforts and a bike trail app for the 
region. The app will amplify the user experience and promote 
businesses along our trail systems.

Finally, the Lilly grant will benefit the construction and implementation 
of Teen Tech Centers in collaboration with the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Greater Northwest Indiana. The Tech Centers will focus on meeting the 
needs of young entrepreneurs, start-up companies, educators and 
employers within Lake County.

nwibizhub.com
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DESIGNATED GRANTS AWARDED
Designated Funds are established by donors to benefit specific charitable organizations and purposes. Donors can identify an eligible charity to benefit.

*No grants in 2021.

Aameer Sahi Memorial Fund*

Anthony Kinkade Foundation

Beth S. Buoscio Endowment Fund

Betty Biegel Endowment Fund

Bieker Family Endowment Fund

Bill and Norma Rosenbower Courthouse Endowment Fund

Bob and Pat Turner Library Fund

Charles and Mable Wise Swisher Court House Endowment Fund

Charles and Virginia Isley Endowment Fund

Chuck and Helen Sauerman Endowment Fund

Crown Point Aid & Relief Fund*

Crown Point Founders Committee

Dan & Vicky Klein Endowment Fund

David and Maria Hibbs Endowment Fund

Don and Joyce Gertz Endowment Fund

Don Hess Memorial Endowment Fund

Dr. James M. and Mrs. Kathleen M. Rajchel Endowment Fund

Dr. Jerry and Trish Allee Fund

Dr. John P. and Helen M. Birdzell Community Fund

Edith Reinhardt Root Endowment Fund

Edna Mae Buckley & Merritt Buckley Old Courthouse Memorial Fund

George and Laura Wild Endowment Fund

Hanover Schools Education Foundation Endowment Fund

Harmony Handbells

Home Lumber Endowment

Ivy Tech Community College Foundations of East Chicago 

 De La Garza Campus in East Chicago Endowment Fund

James and Mary Ann Greiner Courthouse Endowment Fund

James and Sandra Niermeyer Family Endowment Fund

Jerry & Phyllis Keough Family Endowment Fund (New Fund)*

Jim and Marge Forsythe Court House Fund

Jimmy D. & Marian S. Hooseline

John & Cathy Peterman Endowment Fund

John and Ann Barney Family Foundation Courthouse Endowment Fund

John and Maureen Rogers Fund

Joshua Prunsky Memorial Endowment Fund

June and Bernard Carstens Courthouse Endowment Fund

Kathleen Gleason Leurck Fund

Kegan Hall Memorial Scholarship Fund

Lake County World Wars Veterans Memorial Endowment Fund

Manhart/Gibbons Family Memorial Endowment Fund

Margarete B. and William H. Fifield Endowment Fund

Marilou Crisman Memorial Endowment Fund

Mary Govert Fund

Norma N. Rosenbower Memorial Giving Fund

Patrick and Daniel Doherty Fund

Peter and Mary Kucia Memorial Fund

Richard (Dick) & Myrene Gordon Fund (New Fund)*

Robert and Joyce Nutt Endowment Fund

Ron and Diane Hall Endowment Fund

Roselyn Trimble Family Endowment Fund

Schererville Parks Foundation Inc. Fund

Sharon James Endowment Fund

Stanley B. Lee Fund

Superior Petroleum Products Inc. Court House Endowment Fund

The Honor Endowment Fund

Tom and Kathy Liss Court House Endowment Fund

Trinity Lutheran Church-Lowell Fund*

Vada Pinter Endowment Fund

Visiting Nurse Foundation Fund

Wilbert & Betty Buth Endowment Fund

William and Mary Carroll Fund

William C. and Jean Keehn Endowment Fund

241,410.86$
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CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Challenger Learning Center of NWI

With your help, thousands of young explorers can continue to go 
on an out of this world adventure.

The Crown Point Community Foundation awarded a $5,400 grant to 
the Challenger Learning Center of Northwest Indiana.

“The mission of the Challenger Learning Center of Northwest Indiana 
is to create an exciting learning environment that promotes continued 
exploration of science through innovative programs that challenge how 
teachers educate, how students and families learn, and how businesses 
operate,” said Lara Bates, Executive Director of the Challenger Learning 
Center of Northwest Indiana. “Our vision is to merge the power of 
imagination with the excitement of discovery.”

Challenger Learning Center of Northwest Indiana accomplishes this 
goal by providing unique programs such as simulated space missions, 
virtual space missions, science learning labs, mobile STEM activities, 
planetarium shows, family science events, summer camps and more. 
Through these opportunities, students, teachers and families from 

Northwest Indiana gain a better understanding of how science impacts 
their daily lives and exposes them to careers in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM).

The CPCF grant was used to help to upgrade the computer equipment 
at the Challenger Learning Center. “The new infrastructure will provide 
a more reliable, efficient and effective way to deliver educational 
programs to participants,” Bates said.

st u d e n ts  i n  a c t i o n  a s  t h e y  w o r k  to g e t h e r  a s  a  t e a m  to  s u c c e s s f u l ly  c o m p l e t e  a  s i m u l at e d  s pa c e  m i s s i o n  at  c h a l l e n g e r  l e a r n i n g  c e n t e r  o f  n w i .

         t h i s  i s  o n e  o f  m y  fav o r i t e  t r i p s  to  m a k e . 
    i t  i s  a n  u n f o r g e t ta b l e  t r i p  f o r  o u r  st u d e n ts .
        t h e y  a lways  h av e  t h e  b e st  e x p e r i e n c e    
                      w h e n  w e  c o m e ,  a n d  t h at  i s      
                            t h a n ks  to  t h e  aw e s o m e 
                        m i s s i o n  c o m m a n d e r s .

j e n  m e n e a r

5t h  g r a d e  t e a c h e r  at  e i s e n h o w e r 
e l e m e n ta ry  s c h o o l
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Alan Jon “AJ” Roach Jr. Memorial Fund

Alec Matalin Memorial Endowment Fund

Angela M. Fealy Family Fund

Beverly M. Huber Endowment Fund

Bill and Norma Rosenbower Endowment Fund

Billy and Phyllis Walker Endowment Fund

Borto Family Fund

Brandon Aaron Huseman Memorial Endowment Fund

Carole and Jack Esala Endowment Fund

Charlie Scott Memorial Fund*

Cindy and Ed Hall Endowment Fund

Corey & Charlotte Liss Family 

 Endowment Fund (New Fund)*

Cornel and Karen Raab Donor Advised Endowment Fund

Crown Brick and Supply Endowment Fund

Crown Point Rotary Foundation Fund*

Cuculich Family Endowment Fund*

Dale and Terri Williams Family Endowment

Devitte Family Fund*

Dominic and Nancy Vicari Family Fund

Dr. Frederick and Mary J. Klepsch Family Fund*

Edward A. and Clara R. Bapple Cedar Lake 

 Endowment Fund

Eksten Family Endowment Fund*

Fran and Billie Hoffman Fund

Greg and Linda Armstrong Family Endowment Fund

Harold L. and Martha Wheeler Family Endowment Fund

Helen Zielinski and Ray Stuck Family Endowment Fund

Hub Bootery Fund

Jo Schweitzer Family Fund

JoAnne and Jim Haag Endowment Fund

John Tubbs Family Endowment Fund

Johnston Family Endowment Fund*

Joseph and Jane Nerney Fund

Joseph P. & Ruth B. Schramm Endowment Fund

Joshua and Melissa Sickinger Endowment Fund*

Kathleen and John Roeser Endowment Fund*

Keith & Mary Nielsen Family Endowment Fund*

Klebs-Sickinger Family Fund

Kristin M. Harts Endowment Fund*

Larry and Kimberly Geisen Endowment Fund

Marge & Melissa Kerr Endowment Fund

Marjorie Swallow Memorial Endowment 

 Fund (New Fund)*

NWI Carpenter’s Community Outreach Fund*

Patricia A. Huber Endowment Fund

Peter “Big Pete” Briggs Memorial Fund

Peterman Family Fund

R. F.  Bieker Foundation

Richard and Laura Sauerman Endowment Fund

Robert and Peggy Ligda Endowment Fund

Roger & Donna Pace Family Endowment Fund*

Ronald and Anna May Allee Endowment Fund*

Ryan William Lepak Memorial Fund

Susan Driscoll Elder & Thomas A. Elder Fund

Ted and Lin Zapinski Endowment Fund*

The Barney Fund

The Brigham Family Fund*

Thomas and Faye Platt Family Endowment Fund

Tim & Cynthia Walsh Endowment Fund

Vieweg Family Endowment Fund

Wayne A. Gruber Horticulture Fund

Women’s Giving Circle Fund

*No grants in 2021.

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS AWARDED
Donor Advised Funds allow the donor to make recommendations for their charitable choices. Each year the Foundation notifies the donor of their 
available distribution amount. The donor then recommends one or more eligible charities to receive the grant distributions. 

Campagna Academy Endowment Fund 

Cedar Lake Historical Association Endowment*

Challenger Learning Center of Northwest IN Inc. 

 Endowment Fund

Crossroads YMCA 

Crown Point Community Library Endowment Fund*

Crown Point Community Schools Endowment Fund

First Presbyterian Church Endowment Fund

First United Methodist Church of Crown Point Endowment

Forest Ridge Academy Endowment Fund

Franciscan Sisters of Chicago Service Corporation Fund

Good Samaritan Endowment Fund

Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Indiana 

 Endowment Fund*

Indiana Ballet Theatre NW, Inc.*

John Kern Fund*

Lake Court House Foundation Endowment Fund

Lake Region Christian Assembly Endowment Fund 

Masonic Temple Association Endowment 

Meals on Wheels of NW Indiana Endowment Fund

Northwest Indiana Special Education Coop 

 Endowment Fund

Northwestern Indiana Nursery and Landscaping 

 Endowment Fund*

Oktober Committee Museum Endowment Fund

Old Sheriff’s House Gladys Harmack Forgey 

 Endowment Fund

Shrine of Christ’s Passion Endowment Fund 

Solon Robinson PTO Endowment Fund*

South Shore Arts Endowment Fund

Southlake YMCA Endowment Fund

St. Anthony Medical Center Fund

St. Jude House Endowment Fund

AGENCY FUNDS AWARDED
Agency Endowment Funds are created by nonprofit organizations. Each year, distributions from the agency fund help support the operational and program 
needs of the nonprofit organization or are invested back into the fund for continued growth.

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWENTY

64,554.79$

175,406.94$
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DONOR ADVISED FUND HIGHLIGHT Bill and Norma Rosenbower Endowment Fund

Bill and Norma Rosenbower’s love of Crown Point can be traced 
back to Bill’s youth.

Bill grew up in Crown Point. His grandparents, Michael and Creusa 
Dovichi, immigrated to Crown Point from Lucca, Italy and operated 
Dovichi’s Italian grocery store on the Square, where Bill spent a lot 
of time as a child. One store patron was the man who wound the 
Courthouse clock and Bill often accompanied him to help wind the 
clock and to enjoy the views by walking around the ledge below the 
clock faces. 

Bill attended St. Mary’s School, graduated from Crown Point High 
School, served in the Airforce as an aerial reconnaissance photo 
interpreter during the Korean War, then attended Indiana University 
on the G. I. bill, where he studied business and especially enjoyed 
his real estate classes. 

Norma Rosenbower grew up as one of six children in Summersville, 
Missouri, where her parents operated a country store. She came to 

Chicago as a high school graduate, and with encouragement from 
her aunts, she attended Gregg Business College (now Northwestern 
University) and then worked as the Business Office Manager for the 
Pullman Standard Railcar Corporation. 

“Bill and Norma met when he came to pick up her roommate for a 
date,” shared their son Brent Rosenbower. “Mom answered the door 
and offered refreshments while he waited for the roommate, and Bill 
was dazzled by her.” Bill wrote to Norma to ask her out, which began 
their courtship between Chicago and Crown Point. 

Bill and Norma married in 1960, settling in Crown Point where Bill 
had started a real estate and home building business. They learned 
about the work of the Crown Point Community Foundation and became 
involved. Bill liked to help people and organizations and was very 
investment-minded. He liked the idea of being able to make a financial 
commitment that would in turn be invested and the return could be used 
to help others, in perpetuity. Norma also enjoyed involvement with the 
Women’s Giving Circle. 

Bill enjoyed a variety of community service roles, including service on 
the Board of Directors for the Southlake YMCA and the CPCF. Norma 
was an avid volunteer at organizations including Meals on Wheels, the 
St. Anthony Auxiliary, Y-ME National Breast Cancer and the Cub Scouts. 
They established the Bill and Norma Rosenbower Endowment Fund, a 
Donor Advised Fund, to facilitate awarding grants to nonprofits they were 
passionate about. They also created the Bill and Norma Rosenbower 
Courthouse Endowment Fund, and upon Norma’s passing, Bill and Brent 
founded the Norma N. Rosenbower Memorial Giving Fund. 

Through their involvement with the CPCF, the Rosenbower family will 
continue to support the city that Bill looked out over as a child for 
generations to come.
  
         w e  c o n t i n u e  to  b e  g r at e f u l  f o r  t h e 
r o s e n b o w e r  e n d o w m e n t  f u n d .  t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y 
  h a s  h a d  a  p o s i t i v e  a f f e c t  o n  t h e  l i v e s  o f 
       m a n y  b r e a st  c a n c e r  pat i e n ts  a n d 
                   s u r v i v o r s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

a n n  p e t e r s

f o u n d e r /p r e s i d e n t ,  p i n k  r i b b o n  s o c i e t y
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*No grants in 2021.

Ann & John Barney Operating Endowment Fund

Beckman Family Operating Endowment Fund

Bruce & Betty Fleming Operating Endowment Fund

Carsten and Georgia Falkenberg Operating 

 Endowment Fund (New Fund)*

Centier Bank Operating Endowment Fund

Charles W. and Mable Wise Swisher 

 Operating Endowment Fund

Chase Operating Endowment Fund

Circle Restaurant Operating Endowment Fund

City of Crown Point Operating Endowment Fund

Cornel and Karen Raab Operating Endowment Fund

Darryl & Patricia Miller Operating Endowment

David & Helen Batusic Operating Endowment Fund

Ed and Leona Luke Operating Endowment Fund

Gil and Gail Stiener Operating Endowment

Greg and Nancy Forsythe Operating Endowment Fund

Harold L. and Martha Wheeler Operating Endowment Fund

Harris N.A. Operating Endowment Fund

Hooseline Family Operating Endowment Fund

John and Catherine Peterman Operating Endowment Fund

Joseph and Jane Nerney Operating Endowment Fund

Joseph N. and Annette M. Allegretti Operating 

 Endowment Fund

Kathleen and Anthony Zdanowicz Operating 

 Endowment Fund

Ken and Helen McEntire Family Operating 

 Endowment Fund

Ken Homeier Family Fund

Lake Court House Foundation, Inc. Operating 

 Endowment Fund

Marge Brady Kerr, in memory of JW Kerr, Jr. 

 Operating Endowment Fund

Matt and Sandy Bapple Operating Endowment Fund

Mike & Karen Dexter Operating Endowment Fund

Operating Endowment Fund

Paul Martin Leurck Fund

Ray and Bernice Liss Family Operating Endowment Fund

Richard and Josephine Schweitzer Family Fund

Ronald W. & Suzanne M. Borto and Family 

 Operating Endowment Fund

Southlake YMCA Operating Endowment Fund

St.  Anthony Medical Center Operating Endowment Fund

Virginia and A.D. Luers Operating Endowment Fund

White Family Operating Endowment Fund

William Bixenman Operating Endowment Fund

It is the mission of the CPCF to enable donors to give back to our community by establishing 
various types of funds. We offer these services through a small but efficient staff and a business 
plan that maximizes efficiencies while reducing cost. Operating Sustainability Funds support the 
day-to-day operations of the CPCF. 

OPERATING SUSTAINABIL IT Y FUNDS

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

www.nipsco.com

WHY WE GIVE:  At NIPSCO, giving back 

to the communities we serve is a fundamental 

part of our culture. Every year, our employees 

volunteer and donate to a wide range of 

organizations that are making a difference 

across our service area with a focus on basic 

human needs, economic development, 

education, environmental stewardship 

and public safety.

MISSION:  NIPSCO has served the energy 

needs of northern Indiana for more than 100 

years. Community support and involvement has 

always been at the foundation of our history. 

We’re also making significant investments to 

improve service through long-term system and 

infrastructure modernization projects, and 

we’re making the transition away from coal 

to cleaner, lower-cost sources of energy for 

the future.

Girl Scouts:

The Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago & Northwest Indiana 
learn about electrical safety at our Introduce a Girl to 
Engineering Day, which promotes STEM education, 
at the NiSource headquarters in Merrillville.

St. Mary Catholic Community School Endowment Fund*

The Arc Northwest Indiana

The Women’s Center of Northwest Indiana 

 Endowment Fund

Tri Kappa, Gamma Theta Chapter Endowment Fund*

Tri-Creek Education Foundation Fund

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Fund 

University of St. Francis, Crown Point Endowment Fund

White’s Residential and Family Services*

Winfield Community Foundation, Inc. Endowment Fund

Wittenberg Lutheran Village Endowment Fund

AGENCY FUNDS, 
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE EIGHTEEN

89,296.43$
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OPERATING FUND HIGHLIGHT Harold L. and Martha Wheeler Operating 
Endowment Fund

The Harold L. and Martha Wheeler Operating Endowment Fund 
has deep roots in Crown Point history.

Martha Wheeler came to Crown Point when she was in grade school. 
She fell in love with the city and was elected the township assessor. 
Martha served on the Courthouse Foundation for over 30 years and 
also served as its president. She has made the preservation of the 
Courthouse her lifelong passion.

Harold Wheeler’s great-great-great grandfather was Solon Robinson, 
the founder of Crown Point. Born in 1803, Robinson was a writer, 
journalist, agriculturist and pioneer. He published several books including 
Hot Corn, a bestseller, and settled with his family in Crown Point in 1834.

Harold was a founder himself, having helped to establish the Crown 
Point Community Foundation. His $1,000 donation was the first 
investment made in the Foundation. 

“He came home one night and told me what he wanted to do,” 
Martha said. “He said ‘we have everything ready to go but we need 

some money.’ So, he gave them $1,000 to start the Foundation. Harold 
was very proud of his family name and the fact he was old time Crown 
Point. He was so convinced that it was the right thing to do.”

The following year, the Crown Point Community Foundation was born. 
Thirty-one years later, Harold and his fellow founders’ vision has resulted 
in a Foundation with more than 365 funds and $38.9 million dollars in 
managed assets, and an ongoing legacy that has positively impacted 
countless lives in the South Lake County community.

Harold recognized the need for an operating fund for the CPCF to help 
cover the Foundation’s costs, so he and Martha established the Harold 
L. and Martha Wheeler Operating Endowment Fund. “He thought that 
was the way to build the Foundation to get people that had a little extra 
money to start funds to be the anchor of the wonderful Foundation that 
was to come,” Martha said. 

“We are Crown Pointers through and through,” Martha said, and even 
though Harold has passed, his and Martha’s roots in the community will 
bear fruit in perpetuity.

p h oto s  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  h a r o l d  a n d  m a r t h a  w h e e l e r  i n  a l a s k a  / h a r o l d  a n d  m a r t h a  w h e e l e r  at  a n  e v e n t .
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The historic Lake County Courthouse has been a Crown Point icon 
since it was built in 1878, but preserving it takes time, money and 
dedication.

After the Courthouse was faced with being leveled and turned into 
a parking lot in 1973, a group of dedicated citizens saved it from 
destruction. They succeeded in getting the Courthouse placed on the 
National Register of Historical Places in 1973 and formed the Lake 
Courthouse Foundation, Inc. in 1975. 

As a private building, the Courthouse does not receive any tax dollars 
for its support. The preservation of the building is funded through private 
donations and operational revenues. To help provide lasting support to 
the Lake Courthouse Foundation, 13 funds were established by advocates 
of the old Courthouse at the Crown Point Community Foundation.

“The Courthouse is one of the prettiest county Courthouses in the state,” 
said John Barney, CPCF Board Member. He and his wife Ann founded 
the John and Ann Barney Family Foundation Courthouse Endowment 

Fund. “It is the bedrock that the history of Lake County was built on. It 
would be a shame to see it torn down.”

“We started a fund to support the Courthouse because to us, it is the 
focal point of our city,” said Dan Klein former Crown Point Mayor and 
wife Vicky, who also have a Courthouse Fund at the CPCF. “We wanted 
to make sure that this majestic building will be around for generations 
and that everyone can enjoy it. It is the heart of the City.”

i m a g e s  o f  t h e  l a k e  c o u r t h o u s e .

      t h e  l a k e  c o u r t h o u s e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c e n t e r 
        o f  c r o w n  p o i n t  s i n c e  i t  wa s  b u i l t  i n  1878.        
     i t  i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l ly  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  st i l l   
              s e r v i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  c r o w n  p o i n t

          w o u l d  n ot  b e  t h e  s a m e  w i t h o u t  i t .

COLLEC TIVE GIVING Lake Courthouse Foundation

e m e r i t u s  c p c f  m e m b e r  j o e  a n d  j a n e  n e r n e y

f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  j o s e p h  a n d  j a n e  n e r n e y  f u n d , 
w h i c h  s u p p o r ts  t h e  l a k e  c o u r t h o u s e  f o u n d t i o n
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D E A N  &  B A R B A R A  W H I T E  F A M I L Y  F O U N D A T I O N

$2.5 MILLION DOLLAR 
MATCHING OPPORTUNITY

In November 2020, the Crown Point Community Foundation 
announced a very generous $2.5 million dollar MATCHING 
CHALLENGE made possible by the Dean & Barbara White 
Family Foundation. For every dollar that is donated to a CPCF 
endowment fund, the match contributes another dollar. The matching 
challenge has provided donors the opportunity to grow endowed funds 
of their choice and to increase operating endowment funds to cover the 
operating costs of the Crown Point Community Foundation.

Now, just over a year and a half later, the matching challenge is 
nearly complete! As these endowments grow their annual distributions 
increase providing more grant dollars out into the community 
advancing a multitude of opportunities.

“Donor response to the matching opportunity provided by the Dean 
and Barbara White Foundation has exceeded our expectations,” said 
CPCF Board Member Cyndi Walsh. “The White family’s continued 
support of our community is transformational and will be felt for 
generations to come.”

Eligible gifts include: Cash, Checks, Credit Cards, Stock 
Transfers, and Retirement Assets. For questions, contact the CPCF, 
at info@thecpcf.org or call 219-662-7252. To make gifts online 
go to: thecpcf.org /donate.html.

GIVE TODAY...
IMPACTGreater

TOMORROW
GIVE TODAY...

IMPACT
TOMORROW

Greater

MATCHING CHALLENGE

This Matching Challenge is available 
until the funding has been exhausted.
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A
4th of July Celebration Committee

A to Z Storage Center LLC

Mary Ann Abraham

James & Carrie Adams

Patricia Adzia

Roger & Jean Afman

Jessica Albaugh

Jerry & Trish Allee

Joseph & Annette Allegretti

Lynn Almaguer

Trish Alt

Faylene Altomere

AmazonSmile Foundation

Joseph & Lori Amodeo

Rick & Cathy Amodeo Family

Dr. Carrie Anderson, 

 Your Hometown Animal Hospital, LLC

Donald & Debra Anderson

John W. Anderson Foundation

Kyle & Tiffany Anderson

Melissa Anderson

Thomas & Kathryn Anderson

Dave & Gail Andre

Scott & LB Angel

Leonard & Nancy Anglis

Janice Anthony

Arley Blair Insurance and Financial

Greg & Linda Armstrong

Marjorie  Armstrong

Peggy Armstrong 

B
Frank Baccino

Kenneth & Rita Backe

Irene Bairaktaris

Aileen Balazs

Kathy Balazs-Williams

Bernice Balicki

Ben & Angela Ballou Family

Sarah Banks

Matthew & Sandy Bapple

Mervyn & Linda Barenie

John & Ann Barney

John & Ann Barney, 

 Barney Family Foundation

Peter & Elizabeth Barrett, 

 Stone Barrett Foundation

Denise Bashore

Mark & Lindsay Bates

Dave & Helen Batusic

Jennifer Bauner

Linda Beard

David & Jill Beckham

Gerrie Beckman

Ralph Bennett IV

Kelly Bermes

Mary Bernacki

Tom & Laura Bertagnolli

Robert & Susan Bieker

Brett Bierman, 

 Bierman Property Management LLC

Anthony & Julie Bieszczat

Bikos & Associates, CPA, PC.

John & JoAnn Birdzell

Mike & Diana Blaney

Roger Blankstein

Jacqueline R. Stuck-Borggren & Ted Borggren

Suzanne Borto

Susan Bosco

Robert & Michelle Botensten

Barb Bowers

Estate of Gemma Brandt

Gemma Brandt Irrevocable Trust

Joan Brasa

Zack Breuckman, 

 Pete & Sons Auto Repair, Inc.

William & Beverly Breyfogle

Tim & Nancy Briggs

Gary & Indira Brigham

Alex & Amy Brown

Kevin & Susan Brunski

David Bryan

Richard & Debra Bryan

Zack Bryan

Kenneth & Nada Buczek

Brian & Bethany Burdick

Mary Pat Burkel

David & Jeanette Burr

Don & Alice Burrell 

C
Vasko & Michele Cacovski

Juliana Caffarini

Dan & Sharol Cain

Larry & Bea Cak

Caleel Foundation, George S. Caleel

Calumet Park Cemetery, Inc.

Laura Capparelli

Jerry Caravana

Bruce & Kimberly Carmichael

Carpenter Floor Covering Inc., 

 Carpenter Family

Lisa Carpenter

Katie Carter

Carrie Cate-Clements

Lisa Cavanagh

CB Electric, Inc.

Centier Bank

Fred & Katherine Chariton, 

 KBCPA Accounting & Computer Service

David & Patricia Chorba

Mark & Chrisanne Christ, 

 Site Restoration Services, LLC

Jonathon Christiansen

William & Karen Christensen

Christopher B. Burke Engineering, LLC

City of Crown Point, 

 Mayor David Uran

Glenn & Margot Clark

Cloudbusters Inc.

Jean Clune

Terry Coady &  Alexis Thanos-Coady

Code Green Landscaping, LLC, 

 Mike Preston

DONORS
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Ryan & Linda Collier

Colonel John Wheeler PTA

Lily Colvin

Jamie & Jennifer Constant

Cathy Cooper, 

 Tax Techniques Plus LLC

Laurence & Susan Costin

William & Margaret Coulehan

Crown Point Cal Ripken Youth Baseball

Crown Point Lions Club, Inc.

Crown Point Rotary

Gordon & Kathy Craig

Rich & Niki Crawford

James Crisman

Joseph & Gayle Czarnik 

D
D&D Napa Inc

Susan Daily

Michael Daugherty & Donna Sapone Daugherty

Michael & Cynthia David

Pastor Joyce Davis

DCMM, Inc.

Dean & Barbara White Family Foundation

Geraldine DeFoor

Zachary Defries

Brien, Cindy, Carter & Landen Delich

Suzanne Demmond

Deny Machine Shop

Michael Depta

Mike & Karen Dexter

John & Louise Diederich

Gary & Marie Dienes

Teresa Dille

Eric & Robin Dillon

Peter & Stacy Djukic

Katherine Dluzak

Barb Dobis

John Dockus

Raymond & Donna Doherty

John & Beth Ann Doppler

Douglas MacArthur PTO

Kathleen Dowling

DP Ditola Insurance Inc.

Jennifer Drenth

Larry & Betty Druckten

Craig & Janet Duchossois

Chad Duffy & H. Barrett Fromme

Michelle Duffy

Dan & Alison Duncan 

E
Sharisa Eatinger

Elizabeth Eaton

Billy & Elaine Edwards

Patrick & Sarah Egan

Eisenhower School PTO

Earl & Cindy Elder

Thomas Elder & Susan Driscoll Elder

Ryan & Tara Elinkowski

David & Melissa Ellingsen

Scott & Lenore Enloe

Richard & Laurie Eppers

Jack & Carole Esala 

F
Fred & Shelly Faber, SF Brokerage

Art & Georgette Fairchild

Bill Fairchild

Georgia Falkenberg

Charlotte Fedorchak

Michael & Paula Fender Family

Virginia Fenes & Larry Holt

Cynthia Ferrini

James & Joanne Ferro

Ferry Landing HOA-c/o Island Management

James & Patricia Fitzpatrick

The Fleming Family, Ellendale Farm Ltd.

Merlin Foresman

Forest Ridge Academy

Shirley Forney-Bates

Anne Forsythe

Greg & Nancy Forsythe

Patricia Foster

Scott & Maureena Foster

Paul Fotia

Foundations of East Chicago

Franciscan Alliance

George & Jackie Frank Family

Jennifer Frazier

Ronald & Marian Fricke

Sue Merriam Fronek

Carol Fryza

G
Christopher & Monice Gall

David & Kelly Galocy

Benito & Hilda Gamba, Gamba Ristorante

Vidyadhar & Suhasini Gandra

John & Catherine Garcia

Leslie Gardiner

Larry & Pam Gardner

Gariup Construction Co., Inc.

Martha Garretson

Michael & Elizabeth Garritson

Anthony Geisen

Larry & Kim Geisen, 

 Geisen Funeral, Cremation & Reception Centre

James & Irene Gentleman

Jeanann Georgas Freier

Jerry & Pat Gerlach

Russ & Margie Gertsch

Robert & Lynette Gilmack Family

Gino’s Prime & Surf

Bobbie Gintert

Kathy (Thompson) Gjeldum

Glick Family Foundation

Gerry & Dawn Gora

Gregory & Diane Gordon

Michael Gordon & Amanda Keck

Myrene Gordon

Jeffrey & Pamela Govert

Ray & Debbie Govert

Troy & Lisa Grady

Joseph L. Granger

Reilly Granger

Green Ivy Inc., 

 dba R. Bar & Grill

Charles Grelecki
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Sharon Gremel

Griffith Evangelical Church

Robert & Cynthia Gross

Joanne Kosac Gruber

Wayne Gruber

Gurley Leep 

H
James R. Haag

Jonathon & Whitney Hagarbome, 

 Innovative Energy, Inc.

Leonard & Laura Jean Halfman

Natalie Halfman

Mary Lynne Halfmann & Mark Lampe

Cindy Hall

Keith & Lori Hanaway

Karl & Michelle Hand

Matthew & Lisa Hanlon

Hanover Schools Education Foundation

Michelle Hanrahan

James & Melanie Hardman

Stephanie Harnew

Crystal Harrigan-Barry

Lee Hartsell

Donna Hasten

Judy Havran

Heartland Title Services Inc.

Bill & Robin Hembree

Grace Jean Henderson

Carol Hennon

Charles & Patricia Hescher

Jeffrey & Diane Hess

Donna Keller Heuer Living Trust

Steve & Carol Highsmith

Lesa Hildebrand

Debra Hines

Susan Hmurovic

Hodges and Davis, P.C.

Hoffman Charitable Foundation, 

 Atty Thomas K. Hoffman

Karen Hogancamp & Ashley Carew

Anna Holem

Robert & Louise Hooper

Chuck & Darlene Hopp

Rose Mary Hostinsky

Elaine Hough

Arliss Hove

Jeffrey & Diane Howard Family

B.J. & Kay Hubbard

David & Deb Huber

Don & Joyce Huber

Patricia  Huber

Ralph & Sheri Hudson

Bonita Hunt

Andy & Susan Husar

Kevin & Renee Huseman, 

 Kingdom Housing LLC

Michael & Maggie Hussey

James Hutton

Gary & Kathy Huys
 

I
Keith & Debbie Iddings

John & Patricia Isley

Amy Ispas 

J
Elizabeth Jacobson

Michael T. James

Teri Ann & C.J.  Jasny

Bob & Angela Jensen

Scott & Stacie Johnsen

Jon & Margy Jollief

Dean & Sara Jones

Taylor Jones

Josam Company

Alexis Joseph & Trevor Hawkins 

K
Joe & Barbara Kacmar

Janet Kaiser

Ronald Kaiser

Judith Kaleta

Ron & Noreen Kamminga

Lester & Marilyn Kaper, 

 Cedar Lake Florist & Gifts

Kappa Kappa Kappa Inc., 

 Crown Point Chapter

Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc., 

 Gamma Theta Chapter

Janet Katich

Gus & Michelle Katsaros

George & Peggy Katunich

David & Mardi Katz

Brett Keeler

Lorraine Keilman

Paula Keller

Jeffery & Deb Kelley

Andrea Kelliher, Positive Solutions

Mary Kelliher

Jack & Diane Kemp

Jerry Keough

Dawn Kepshire

Marge Kerr

Melissa Kerr

Linda Marie Kinzer

James & Deborah Kirk

Peter & Jean Ann Kirk

Dan & Vicky Klein

Bill Kolloway

Kent Kolodziej & Debbie Van Slyke

Arkadiusz Kosow

Katherine Kostantios

Mark & Susan Koza

Rosellen Kozel

Dennis & Ashley Kramer

Kathleen Krum

Christopher Krutz & Valerie Vanegas-Krutz, 

 The Krutz Insurance Agency

Mary Beth Kryda

Steve & Jan Krysinski

William & Karen Kuhn

Delver & Jean Kutemeier

Jeffrey & Laura Kuzma

Barbara Kvachkoff

Andrew Kyres
 

DONORS
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L
Jeff & Jean Lahm

Nathan Laird

Michelle Lake

Lake Court House Foundation

Lake Street School PTO

James & Esther Lambert

Jane Lambesis, Federated Hermes

Heather Lamparski

Mary Jo Lane

Jim & Kim Larsen, 

 Mechanical Test & Balance, Inc.

Troy & Gail Larson

David Lasser, 

 Commercial In-Sites, LLC

Law Offices of Karl E. Hand, P.C.

Judith Lazar

Stanley B. Lee

Ray & Diane Lentz

William & Jocie Lepak

Steve & Kathy Lessner Family

George & Sharon Letz

Randy & Mary Jane Lewis

Crystal Ligda

Robert & Peggy Ligda

Roger & Mariellen Liggett

Steve & Melissa Likas, 

 Likas Limited

Corey & Charlotte Liss

Corey Liss, 

 Liss CARSTAR Collision Center, Inc.

Tom & Kathy Liss

Minas Elias & Stasia Litos, 

 Round the Clock Restaurants

Aly Lloyd

Timothy & Vickie Loeber

Patty & Julie Long and Eric & Kris Matyskiela

Raymond & Andrea Long

William Lopez & Debbie Tegtmeyer

Cinta Lowe

Bob & Susan Lueder

Judith Lueder

Thomas Luther & Marcia Elkin

Denise Lynch

Lynnie Ques, Lynn Cartwright 

M
Karen Maddalone

Ronald & Judith Maginot

James & Carol Main

Majestic Care-St. Anthony Home, Barb Majerl

Brooke Manhatton

John Manis, 

 Manis CPA Services Inc./Manis Accounting

Kenneth & Marianne Manning

Steven Mason & Mary Zurbriggen-Mason

Brad & Sherri Massengil

Suzie Matalin

Matthew Baker, Inc.

Eugene & Linda Matzat

Joshua & Lauren Mauk

Nancy Mauman

Kay Maybaum

Jay Robert & Carrie Mayden

Roger & Constance Mays

Charles & Fiona McCarroll

Candace McCoy

D’Ann, Erica & Michael McDermott

Janet McDonald

Robert & Pamela McDonald

Helen McEntire

Edward & Shelly McGuire

Bryan & Ellen McKay

Debbie McKinley

Terry McMahon, 

 McMahon & Associates, CPA’s, PC

David & Darlene McMichael

Meals on Wheels of Northwest Indiana, Inc.

Pamela Mellon

Manuel & Laurie Mendez

Richard & Kathleen Merritt family

David & Jill Mertens

Ron Mesarch & Janet Andrus

George & Gigi Messler

Bonnie Meyer

Joseph & Rosanne Michelini

George & Joyce Middleton

Darryl & Pat Miller

Shawn Miller

Mario & Angela Mills

Millwrights Local Union 1076

Doug & Denise Molchan

Alan Monix

Joseph & Judith Moore

Dawson & Brenda Morgan

David & Carol Morris

Jon Morris

John & Georgina Morrow

Kevin & Michele Morse, 

 Morse Realty & Consulting Services

Bonnie Muir

N
Bill & Holly Nagy

Allan & Sally Nalbor

Barbara Neary

Janet Neitzel

Joe & Jane Nerney

Dale & Karen Newlin

Judith Nicely, 

 Alfred & Judith Nicely Charitable Fund

Alexander Nickla, 

 The Nickla Group, LLC

Keith & Mary Nielsen

Ruby Niepokoj

Robert & Mary Ellen Nilles

NIPSCO, 

 on behalf of West Region Cap Member Jill Murr

Joan Noble

Lew & Sandra Noe

Northview Church

Northwest Indiana Title Services, Inc.

Northwestern Indiana Nursery and 

 Landscape Association

Alison Corban Norton

Tom & Marie Novotny

NWINLA Board Members 
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O
Susan Oberg

Thomas & Sue O’Brien

Mark & Jackie Obszanski

Richard & Bette Oesterle

Richard A. Oliver, Refax, Inc.

Charles & Harriet Onda

O’Reilly Auto Parts

Kathy Nerney Oren

Mary Anna Oresik 

P
Roger & Donna Pace

Larry & Sandy Palmiter

Tony & Karleen Panozzo

Jeff & Julie Pape

James & Alice Jean Pappenheim

George & Suzie Pate

Dewey Pearman, 

 Construction Advancement Foundation

John Pearson

Onie & Coral Penzato

Peoples Bank, Ben Bochnowski

Kimberly & Mike Perry

Jeffrey Perz

Michelle Peterson

Jack “Chip” & Karin Pettit

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program

Phil & Son, Inc

Carol Phillips

Daphne Pistello

Faye Platt

Jay Platt DDS PC

Mark Platt

Thomas Platt &  Uta Rehm

Gloria Plesac

Joe & Jenny Prescia

John Procopio

Pruzin & Little Funeral Services

Thomas G. Pruzin

TJ & Meghan Pruzin

Jennifer Prybys

Dr. Anthony Puntillo & Dr. Christopher Crane, 

 Puntillo & Crane Orthodontics, PC

George & Gloria Pyle

Q
Alison Quackenbush

Steve & Sandy Qualizza

R
Cornel & Karen Raab

Sam & Dancy Radowick

William & Judy Rathjen, 

 Riversedge Management LLC

Fred & Judy Rauscher

Christopher & Sandra Ray

Mike Raymer

Jeffrey & Diane Reimer

Bradley & Tara Rex

Beverly Rhodes

Margaret Ricci

Mary Rieder

Mark & Sue Riester

Traci Rigsby

Riverstone Financial Group, LLC

Thomas & Tina Robinson

Donald & Christine Rodda

Roger & Shirley Rodda

Steven & Patty Rodda

Florence Roen

Scott & Renee Roen

Susan Roen

Kathy Roeser, 

 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC

John & Maureen Rogers

Teresa Roman

Daniel & Carol Root

Kurt, Jill, Grant & Brock Rosenberger

Jerry & Karen Ross

Terese Rouge

Jane Rouge Martin

Joe & Mary Kay Rowe

Steven Rud & Amanda Cunningham-Rud

Steve & Nit Ruggeri 

S
Thomas & Mardee Saad

Jennifer Sainato

Michael & Namiki Sakaleros

Joseph & Dee Samyn

Ernest Sanborn Family

Joseph & Carol Sanders

Dick & Laura Sauerman

Helen Sauerman

Gerald & April Schaefer

Judy Schlueter

Alvin & Kathryn Schmidt

John & Sheryl Schoedel

Robert Schofield

Carol Schreiber

Wendy Schreiber

Bridget Schroeder

Robert & Karen Schrum

James Schultz

Paul Schultz

Susan Schurg

Mark & Marisa Schweitzer

Rick & Jeri Schweitzer

Maxie Scott

Geraldine Semmer

Tim & Peggy Sendak

Betty Shahbaz

Robert & Diana Shannon

David  &  Mary Ann Shaver

Geraldine Shaw & Family

Sheehy Well & Pump Co., Inc.

Vic & Jewell Sheldon

Helen Shorter

Shirley Short

William & Michelle Short

Timothy & Meredith Shuckford

Siam Marina of Indiana, Ltd.

Josh & Melissa Sickinger

Ronald & Deb Simko

Theodore G. Sinal

Pravit & Pornpimon Sinchai

Linda Slankard

Geoffrey & Julie Slaughter

DONORS



Laura Small

Gail Smith

Lawrence & Mary Jean Smith

Thomas & Kari Smith Family

Mark & Deborah Snedden

Ray & Eleanor Snemis

Tammie Sopczak

Craig & Dana Spoolstra Family

Allen & Linda Sredzinski

Mary Steele

Bob & Karen Steiger

Rachel Stelzer

Wayne Stelzer

Sandra Stevens

Carolan Stewart

Gil & Gail Stiener

Gary & Kristin Stratten

Cliff Sumner

Jennifer Suslowicz Family

R. Steven Sutton

Rich & Linda Svihra

Sandy Sykes

Jim & Mary Szubryt
 

T
Daniel & Sandra Taylor

David & Lori Taylor

Greg & Chris Taylor

Tazewell Machine Works, Inc.

Suzanne Teesdale

Terence G. Trapane Attorney At Law

William & Jane Thesing

Ryan Thiery

Al & Sharon Thom Family

Randy & Joyce Thomason

Brett Thompson

Julia Thorn

Nancy Tilka

Timothy Ball Elementary PTO

Timothy Bianco, 

 Attorney at Law

Robert & Norma Jean Tippy

Kathleen Tomko

Daniel & Donna Torrance

Mary Tracy-MacAulay

Frank P. Trapane II

Tri-Creek Education Foundation, Inc.

Pastor Rich Heinz, 

 Trinity Lutheran Evangelical Church of Lowell

Claudia Triplo

Michael Troxell

Frances Truman

Patti Tubbs

Gloria Tuohy

Neal Tyler

Walt & Grayce Tyszko 

U
Jamie Uejima

William & Carol Urbanowski

Dody Urbanski 

V
Valente Family

Allen Aron & Lynn Van Houten

Karlie Van Houten

Thomas & Barbara Van Prooyen, 

 Schepel Buick-GMC

John & Barbara VanRamshorst

Jeanne Van Slyke-Huddleston

Alda Vellutini

Brenda Versnel, 

 Signature Realty

Daniel Vicari

Nancy Vicari

Chelsea Viers

Coleen Viers

Linda Viers

View Outdoor Advertising, 

 Pete Schroeder

William & Bonnie Vinovich 

W
Steven & Michelle Walbright

Jeremy Michael Walker

Melissa Walley

Timothy & Cyndi Walsh, 

 Walsh Advisors Inc.

Cheri Warnke

Ronda Waters

Eugene & Jean Wease

Paul & Amy Wellman

Mark & Julie Wendorf

Kimberly Wentz

Marty Wheeler

Craig White

Rex & Kimberly White

Tricia Wichlinski

Judy Wietbrock

Mary Ann Wilczynski

Dale & Terri Williams

Winfield Community Foundation, Inc.

Winfield/Jerry Ross Parent Teacher Organization

Stephen & Jill Wirth

Keith Wolfe

Barry & Margaret Wood

Don, Julie & Alexis Woodburn

Suzann Wright

Kevin & Dorene Wynkoop 

Y
Youche Country Club

Z
Donna Zandstra

Todd & Julie Zasada

Michael & Lisa Zdanowicz

Ann Zielinski

Ziese & Sons Excavating, Inc.

Rich & Kathy Zondor

Joan Zupan

In Kind Donations
LAMAR Advertising

29



30  | c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n   |   2021 a n n u a l  r e p o r t

Young Life of NWI and Youth for Christ 
of NWI/South Pointe ChapterCPCF GRANTS AT WORK

With your help, teenagers were offered mentorships, community 
and spiritual direction.

A $10,000 grant from the Crown Point Community Foundation 
was awarded to the Young Life NWI program, while $18,800 was 
awarded to Youth for Christ of Northwest Indiana (YFC) for their 
Campus Life programs.

Both programs have similar goals: to reach out to young people 
and offer them guidance, friendship and a solid moral foundation.

“We are a group of caring adults who spend time in the world of 
kids,” said Daniel Albrecht, Area Director for Young Life NWI. “We 
begin by building healthy mentoring relationships with teens. Young 
Life leaders are found at school sports and music events, school 
lunchrooms, neighborhood basketball courts, and after school 
gatherings. We enter their world to show that they are worth our 
time. We build a caring community where a teen can thrive.”
Like Young Life NWI, Youth for Christ of Northwest Indiana engages 

young people where they are, creating relationships with teens and 
pre-teens that are built on trust, respect and compassion.

“We are here to help today’s teens face today’s issues and challenges 
including prescription drugs, street drugs, suicide, teen pregnancy, 
anxiety, depression, loneliness, bullying, domestic violence and abuse,” 
said Becky Wilburn, Director of Development for Youth for Christ of 
Northwest Indiana. “Campus Life combines healthy Christ-sharing 
relationships with creative programs to help young people make good 
choices, establish a solid foundation for life, and positively impact their 
schools.” 

Youth for Christ works with young people aged 11-19 through several 
ministries. City Life is a relational, holistic, community-based 
ministry focused on empowering urban youth to become indigenous 
leaders who stay and give back to their communities. Juvenile 
Justice serves young people in relational outreach through a variety 
of youth-serving institutions including detention centers, probation, 
and correctional facilities in order to help them acquire and develop 

p h oto s  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  y o u n g  l i f e  o u t i n g  / f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  m a ry  n i e l s e n ,  c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n  p r e s i d e n t ;  j e r e m y  m e l f ,  y o u t h  f o r  c h r i st  l a k e  c o u n t y  a r e a  d i r e c to r  a n d 
h a n ov e r  c e n t r a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  c a m p u s  l i f e  d i r e c to r ;  j e s s i c a  va n  z y l ,  y o u t h  f o r  c h r i st  h a n ov e r  c e n t r a l  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  c a m p u s  l i f e  d i r e c to r  a n d  l a k e  c o u n t y  m i s s i o n  a d va n c e m e n t  a s s o c i at e  a n d 
b e c k y  w i l b u r n ,  y o u t h  f o r  c h r i st  c h i c a g o  & n w  i n d i a n a ,  d i r e c to r  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  & m i s s i o n  a d va n c e m e n t .
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p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  y o u t h  f o r  c h r i st  -  c a m p u s  l i f e  m e e t i n g  at  h a n ov e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  / y o u n g  l i f e  a c t i v i t y  i n  c r o w n  p o i n t  / y o u n g  l i f e  pa i n t i n g  c l a s s .

a way of living that balances the physical, emotional, mental and 
spiritual aspects of life. Campus Life engages with middle and high 
schools to build healthy relationships through creative programs 
including mentoring so that teens can make smart choices that allow 
them to become successful, productive teens and then adults. YFC 
Camps provide opportunities where teens can get away and focus 
on their shared experiences, outdoor challenges, and times of 
solitude where they can focus on their spiritual life.

“Campus Life is based on relational ministry action which is patterned 
after the leadership model of Jesus Christ,” Wilburn said. “We meet 
kids where they are and pair them with caring adult volunteers who are 
trained to listen. We work to establish long-term relationships. We want 
our kids to know we are here when they need us.”

“This year has been a tough time for kids,” Young Life’s Albrecht said. 
“Depression, anger and loneliness is something that all kids have dealt 
with. Support for teens may be just a smile and an encouraging word in 
the lunchroom, joining a community of teens who care about each other, 

or involving themselves in service and fun events throughout the year. 
Campus Life engages kids for the purpose of making their lives better, 
filled with the love and hope of Jesus Christ.”

“The impact of YFC’s Campus Life programs at both Hanover Central 
middle and high school are changing lives,” Wilburn said. “We provide 
caring adults for kids who are often disenfranchised by their peers in 
order to build them up and help them succeed not just today, but in life.”
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CHRIST R
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         c a m p u s  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  a  p l a c e  o f  g u i d a n c e     
   a n d  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  m e ,  e s p e c i a l ly  w h e n  i 
     n e e d e d  i t  m o st .  c a m p u s  l i f e  l e a d e r s  h av e  a lways   
m a d e  m e  f e e l  w e lc o m e d  a n d  i n c l u d e d ,  a n d  t h at 
         i s  t h e  r e a s o n  i t  h a s  b e c o m e  a  fa m i ly  to  m e .

n a t h a n  f a r a h e r

y o u t h  f o r  c h r i st  -  c a m p u s  l i f e  pa r t i c i pa n t 
& r e c e n t ly  g r a d u at e d  s e n i o r  at  h a n ov e r 
c e n t r a l  h i g h  s c h o o l
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Judy Abraham

Gerald Akin

Ursula M Andrews

Gordon Bates

Dr. Arthur Beckman

Ralph Bennett

Francis & Lucile Bieker

Jim Bielefeld

Robert Biernat

John P. & Helen Birdzell

Robert Bixenman

Elaine Bozovich

Alfonse “Al” Braccolino

Carol Brown

Ray Bryan

Wilbert E. & Betty Jane Buth

Mary Ann Caravana

Jennifer (Stutler) Chadd

Nettie Cilek

Anna Claussen

Joseph A. Clune

Jan Conlon

Joseph & Maribel Costin

Sue Crisman

Doris “Dorie” Deprizio

Ardith DeYoung

Wendy Dignam

Daniel Doherty

Patrick Doherty

Leroy Doty

Jane Dudash

Doris Dunn

Ron Eisenhauer

Sue Elinkowski

Forrest & Millicent Everett

Collette Festa

Janet R Foresman

Jim & Marge Forsythe

Joan Gang

Dick Garretson

Roberta “Bobbie” Gintert

Richard “Dick” Gordon

Alfred “Fritz” &  Joanne Kosac Gruber

JoAnne Haag

Alice Haberlin

Dr. Marc Hall

Art Handley

Leona M Hendrickson

Joe Heuer & Donna Keller Heuer

Lawrence “Larry” Hine

Katherine Rose (Gerlach) Huber 

 & Edward George Huber

Benton Scott Huddleston

Charles & Virginia Isley

Jean Ann Johnston

Ruth Mader Jones

Lois Kalshan

Allan Katz

James Keilman

Jack Kennedy

Jerry Keough

Anna Mae Kerr

Jerry Krebes

Peter & Mary Kucia

Gloria Laney

Ryan William Lepak

George H. Letz III

S. Thomas Marshall

Alec Matalin

Dr. Robert Mayden

Jim & Betty McDonald

Ken McEntire

Isabelle Melchor

Mary V. Milligan

Noel Montoro

Sylvia J. Myers

Garry Neitzel

Jerome Otawka

Daniel Patterson

Elgine Pawlus

Jack Pettit

Richard & Margaret Phelps

Imogene Pilarski

Thomas Platt

Karen Pruzin

Meredith Gail Replin

Sylvia Richardson

Robert Roen

Lawrence Rouge

Virginia Saager

Rita Sainato

Lawrence “Larry” Saylor

William “Bill” Scott

Randon Short

Marsha Skrivan

Mark Smith

Lisa Schaefer Stover

Norma Strayer

Bette Stuhlmacher

Peter G. Tarpo

John Tubbs

Barbara Jenkins Tyler

Edward Urbanski

Sally Vallino

William W. VanCleef

Richard “Terry” VanSlyke

Robert R. VanSlyke Sr.

Roger C. VanSlyke

Ronald J. VanSlyke

Marie VanSlyke-Bean

Dominic Vicari

MEMORIALS
Nothing can ever replace the loss of a friend or loved one, but we can commemorate their life with an everlasting tribute reminding us that they are not 
forgotten. A memorial donation is a fitting way to remember a special person while at the same time helping others.



Birthdays, weddings, graduations, anniversaries, and retirements are part of a long list of special events 
and reasons for honoring someone with a gift. An honorary gift is a fitting way to honor a special person 
while helping others. 

Every effort is made to accurately list our contributors. 

If a name has been inadvertently omitted from the report, we apologize.

John & Ann Barney

The Braccolino Family

Jerry Caravana

Pene Castor

Margot Clark

Crown Point Community Foundation 30th Anniversary

Leslie Gardiner

Larry & Kim Geisen

Stephanie & Matt Harnew

Deacon Mikinson “Mickey” Henry

Marge Kerr

Faye Platt

Cornel & Karen Raab

Gerald Schaefer

Marty Wheeler

HONORARIUMS

Cole Viers

Lorraine Viers Steuer

Eugene Wease

Timothy McClure Webster

Barbara White

George & Laura Wild

Clennetta Wirtz

Roland “Bub” Wise

Bruce Woods

Kathleen Zdanowicz

Memorials continued:

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY
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www.centier.com

JDRF Indiana
One Walk:

Centier associates 
had a great group 
of walkers and 
volunteers at the 
JDRF Indiana 
One Walk in 
September.

WHY WE GIVE:  Centier Bank strives to ensure 

that the quality of life for all who live and work 

in our communities is a top priority. Through 

corporate dollars, volunteerism, and financial 

education, we consistently aim to make a greater 

impact in our communities. Centier has preserved 

hometown banking since 1895, and promises to 

continue that legacy for generations to come. 

MISSION:  Indiana’s largest private, 

family-owned bank is a testament to the idea 

that no matter how large a business grows, it is 

still possible to provide remarkable service. This 

comes naturally to Centier associates because 

of our servant heart culture. We have come to 

be known for warm, personalized service and 

relationship-style banking. Centier Bank’s 

commitment to community means neighbors 

are serving neighbors, working together to 

create a better way of life today and for 

future generations.
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115 S. Court Street, Crown Point, IN 46307
PO Box 522, Crown Point, IN 46308

p 219.662.7252 f 219.662.9493
w thecpcf.org e info@thecpcf.org

Community Partners are local companies or individuals who join forces with the Crown Point 
Community Foundation to promote and expand philanthropy, address community issues, and 
develop nonprofit excellence.

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

M E M B E R

eugene & jean wease

john & ann barney
family foundation

h o f f m a n
charitable foundation

S O U T H  L A K E  C O U N T Y
T H A N K  Y O U


