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SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY!
It’s great for you and our communities!!

Every year it seems that we are bombarded earlier 
and earlier with advertisements for the widely 
recognized shopping event of Black Friday. And the 
“deals” begin even earlier now too! Traditionally 
Black Friday was held the Friday after Thanksgiving, 
but now those ‘special deals’ have begun to appear 
even before Halloween! Advertisers spend millions 
trying to entice us to buy early before that special 
item is no longer available, or only available at a 

much greater cost. Don’t get me wrong, I like to take advantage of those specials too. We all want 
to get more for our money; and the now famous buy one, get one free deals help us to stretch our 
dollars further.

On Tuesday, November 27, 2018 we’ll be joining in with others from around the world for one 
common purpose: to celebrate and encourage giving. Celebrated annually on the Tuesday 
following Thanksgiving, #GivingTuesday kicks off the charitable season, when many focus on their 
holiday and end-of-year giving. 

With this #GivingTuesday, we have an amazing opportunity for all of us to seize! Because of a 
generous donor, the Crown Point Community Foundation has a $2 for $1 MATCHING GRANT 
OPPORTUNITY to build Unrestricted Community Endowment Funds.

These Community Funds provide grants to support community needs, projects and programs three 
times each year through the grant process at the Foundation. Gifts made to the CPCF Unrestricted 
Community Endowment Fund, or to any of the named Unrestricted Endowment Funds held at the 
Foundation, will receive this amazing match!

What does this mean to you? For every dollar you give, two more dollars will be added. 
For example, if you gift $100 to the CPCF Unrestricted Community Endowment Fund, 
$200 will be added, for a total gift of $300!

It’s the perfect opportunity to get involved in improving our local communities and to give back in a 
very meaningful and impactful way to causes in our own backyard!

Anyone can get involved and help to enrich the lives of those in our communities. I encourage you 
to JOIN US in this fundraising effort and GIVE to the CPCF Unrestricted Community Endowment 
Fund, or to any of the named Unrestricted Endowment Funds held at the Foundation. EVERY dollar 
makes a difference. 

Together we can continue to create a better future in South Lake County! 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership,

m a r y  b. n i e l s e n
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CPCF GRANTS AT WORK TradeWinds Services, Inc.

Thanks to your generosity, health care was made more 
available to disabled adults.

A $2,500 grant from the Crown Point Community Foundation 
helped TradeWinds Services purchase a specially-equipped 
SUV. TradeWinds Residential Group Homes allow adults with 
intellectual and physical disabilities to have a 24/7 residential 
living experience with full-time supervision, including access to a 
nursing staff. In addition to providing health care, the TradeWinds 
nurses transport residents to doctor appointments and tests. 

The SUV that the CPCF helped purchase made it easier to do so. 
It reduced scheduling conflicts with the fleet of TradeWinds buses, 
lowered operating costs, and decreased the burden on nurses, 
who often used their own vehicles to transport residents. It is also 
handicap accessible.

"This vehicle has improved our internal efficiencies in transporting 
clients to and from medical appointments," said Terry Weaver of 

TradeWinds Services. "We have found the wheelchair ramp is safer 
and easier to use than our larger buses with lifts."

"Acquiring this vehicle has truly been a blessing," said Joan 
Warmick, Registered Nurse at TradeWinds Services. "We have 
benefited by providing our clients greater proficiency to and from 
medical appointments. This vehicle allows us the freedom to do 
spontaneous appointments and not have to struggle with 
transportation issues."

i t  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y 
      t h at  t r a d e w i n d s  c a n  c o n t i n u e  to 
           m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  p e o p l e 
w i t h  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  b y  e m p o w e r i n g 
        t h e m  to  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  f u l l  p ot e n t i a l .

j o n  g o l d

c e o

t r a d e w i n d s  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c .

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  l i s a  p r e v i s ,  d i r e c to r  o f  p r o g r a m s ;  g a r n e t t  c o l m a n ,  t r a d e w i n d s  c o n s u m e r  a n d  j o a n  wa r m i c k ,  r e g i st e r e d  n u r s e  / j o n  g o l d ,  c e o  t r a d e w i n d s 
s e r v i c e s  i n c .  / g a r n e t t  c o l m a n  / j o a n  wa r m i c k ,  l i s a  p r e v i s ,  j o n  g o l d ,  g a r n e t t  c o l m a n  a n d  t r a d e w i n d s  c o n s u m e r  t h o m a s  h a n t h o r n .
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UNRESTRICTED COMMUNITY GRANTS
THE CPCF AWARDED $66,793.00 IN COMMUNITY GRANTS IN THE SEPTEMBER CYCLE.

Arts, Culture - $3,300.00
Indiana Ballet Theatre NW, Inc. - $3,300
Fund a special needs dance program as therapy for enjoying life, 
movement and holding down a job.

Education - $10,000.00
Crown Point RoboDogs Sponsors, Inc. - $2,500
Help fund robot parts for the 2019 season.

CPCSC/CPHS Vex Robotics-Underdogs 1233 - $2,500
Provide funds to CPHS students for parts & hardware in 
Vex Robotics, a competitive robotics program.

Taft Middle School PTSA - $5,000
Provide funding to purchase a mural and artwork services for the 
school, kicking off a “Stand up to Bullying” program.

Community Improvement - $21,693.00
Crown Point Community Library - $3,000
Provide Tumblebooks database access to elementary students in 
the Crown Point school system.

Lake Court House Foundation - $10,000
Assist in paying for emergency repairs to the roof of the building.

Town of Winfield - $5,693
Provide shade structures at the town’s new park.

Winfield Township Trustee - $3,000
Add landscaping and fencing at a new park in Leroy.

Food, Nutrition, Agriculture - $4,000.00
First United Methodist Church/Buddy Bag Project - $4,000
Provide supplemental nutrition over weekends and school breaks 
for students on free lunch program at MacArthur and Timothy Ball 
Elementary Schools.

Health - $3,300.00
Crown Family Services, Inc - $3,300
Provide office & program supplies for therapeutic services to 
at risk females.

Housing, Shelter - $2,500.00
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Gary - $2,500
Help fund a Lifeline Utility Assistance program to low income 
residents of South Lake County.

Human Services - $7,500.00
Dunes Dog Training Club Inc/Pets N Vets program - $3,000
Help with expenses for the Pets N Vets program.

Hair for All Foundation - up to $2,500 match
Seed money to launch a wig reimbursement for needy clients.

Knights of Columbus St. Elizabeth Seton Council - $2,000
Help with costs for rehabbing and purchasing used bikes for 
needy families.

Youth Development - $14,500.00
Best Buddies IN - $1,000
Support the Best Buddies program at CPHS & Jerry Ross Elementary.

Cub Scout Pack 48 - $3,500
Help fund a STEM program for the Cub Scout Pack.

Girls on the Run of NWI - $2,500
Offset financial assistance for participants in South Lake County.

Lake Region Christian Academy - $7,500
Expand the educational and character building experiences that day 
campers and area students have access to in South Lake County.

m a r y  b .  n i e l s e n

c p c f  p r e s i d e n t

   t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  a l lo w e d  b y  t h e  u n r e st r i c t e d 
        f u n d s  e n a b l e s  t h e  f o u n d at i o n  to  r e s p o n d 
             to  u n e x p e c t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
    c r e at i v e  p r o p o s a l s  a n d  u n f o r e s e e n 
        e m e r g e n c i e s  w i t h i n  o u r  s o u t h  l a k e  c o u n t y 
    s e r v i c e  a r e a  o f  c r o w n  p o i n t , 
                c e d a r  l a k e ,  lo w e l l  a n d  w i n f i e l d .
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Wayne Gruber has been planting seeds since he was 10 years old. “I grew up on Hermit Lake in 
Crown Point,” Wayne said. “Both my grandfathers grew vegetable gardens. My father had a plot and would 

teach me about gardening. Then my father gave me my own separate vegetable garden. I took that to another level. 
I would pull a little red wagon behind me and go door to door selling vegetables,” Wayne said. “It was Peapod 

before its time! Neighbors would call my mom and place special orders like a couple of tomatoes.”

The young entrepreneur then branched out into landscaping.

“We had a neighbor across the lake that was quite a gardener,” 
Wayne said. “She would grow a lot of perennials and also stuff 
from seed. She would have me come over to her yard to show me 
different things and share some of her plants and seeds. First she 
taught me, then she hired me, which was fantastic. I was kind of 
the neighborhood landscaper.”

Despite his green thumb, Wayne originally planned on studying 
psychology in college.

“The first day on campus was orientation day,” Wayne said. “I 
asked my parents if they minded if we stopped by the horitculture 

department so I could pick up a book and take a look at it. I was 
leafing through the book and saw a major called Landscape 
Management Design. I said, ‘this is what I would really love to do 
for the rest of my life.’" Four years later that was Wayne’s degree.

“I worked for the Skokie Park District for one year in Skokie, Illinois. 
Then I worked for Hubinger Landscaping in Crown Point for fifteen 
and a half years. At the age of 38, I decided to start my own 
business.” He opened Gardens On the Prairie in Lowell. Six months 
later was 9/11. Wayne was happy to offer his clients something 
healing after that tragic event.

“Horticulture therapy has always interested me,” Wayne said. 
“Using plants to help heal people. I believe it really helps the 

Wayne Gruber
P L A N T I N G  S E E D S  I N 

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

      i t 's  fa n ta st i c  w h at  t h e 
  f o u n d at i o n  i s  d o i n g 
         f o r  t h e  w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y . 
  i 'm  t h r i l l e d  to  b e  a  pa r t  o f  i t .

w a y n e  g r u b e r

d o n o r  a d v i s e d  f u n d  h o l d e r

Wayne Gruber in his backyard.
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human spirit and mental state. Plants are part of our lives. We 
interact with them. We’re all part of this ecosystem.”

About five years ago, Niemeyer’s Landscape Supply approached 
him about working for them. Subsequently, Mr. Niemeyer bought 
out Wayne’s business. Working for Niemeyer’s, Wayne has turned 
his own backyard into a horitcultural playground. "When we get 
plants, I bring them out to my yard to see how they will do. I like to 
sell what I grow.” 

For many years, Wayne also opened his garden to Lowell’s 
garden walks. Wayne had a last minute inspiration for a special 
garden walk of his own. He approached the Crown Point 
Community Foundation. “I said, ‘I don’t know if this is going to 
work or not because it’s only one home and people are used to 
a garden walk that has five to six or seven homes.” But he 
thought he would give it a shot.

So Wayne went about setting up his very own garden walk, with 
the purpose of donating any proceeds to the Wayne A. Gruber 
Horticulture Endowment Fund, which he had previously established 
at the Crown Point Community Foundation. Now he wanted to 
watch it grow.

“What I’m trying to do is to build this fund so that I can do 
beautification projects within the community. That’s the idea of 
the fund. I know that some of the money from the Foundation 
goes toward those projects but this is actually designed to only 
go towards horticulture, educational programs or horticulture 
beautification in Northwest Indiana.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIFTEEN

a giving party is a wonderful way to share your celebration 
with a cause or organization that you care about.

P L A N N I N G  A N  E V E N T                                 

Visit us at www.thecpcf.org to learn more.

You can request that guests donate to a fund of 

your choice held at the CPCF. From birthdays to 

anniversaries to holidays and seasonal occasions, this is 

an increasingly popular idea for those who give back.



8  | c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n   |   n ov e m b e r  2018

This year's annual Women's Giving Circle dinner continued 
its tradition of community and charity.

The Women’s Giving Circle is a collective giving effort of 
the Crown Point Community Foundation. The WGC invites all 
women from the area to gain membership with a $100 or larger 
annual donation which can be made throughout the year.

On the second Tuesday in September of each year, they gather 
to decide the local charities that will benefit from part of 
their giving.

This year, the ladies donated an astonishing $20,000! They 
distributed $10,000 at the dinner in $1,000 grants and another 
$10,000 was placed in the CPCF Community Endowment Fund.

This fund provides grants to support community needs and programs 
three times each year through the grant process at the Foundation.

“The Cedar Lake Historical Association is so excited to receive 
a Women’s Giving Circle grant to take our programs into the 
community,” said Julie Zasada, Executive Director of the Cedar 
Lake Historical Association. “We are sincerely thankful for the 
Crown Point Community Foundation’s support of nonprofit 
development and growth.”

The dinner, held at Youche Country Club in Crown Point, was 
sponsored by Kathy Roeser from Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management and Megan Doherty of Nuveen Investments.

For more information about becoming a member visit 
www.thecpcf.org.

Women’s Giving
c i r c l e

Women’s Giving
c i r c l e

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  s a l ly  n a l b o r ,  j e r i  s c h w e i t z e r ,  k at h y  l i s s  a n d  j a n i n e  f i t z g e r a l d  / h e l e n  s a u e r m a n  a n d  n a n c y  f o r sy t h e  / b a r b  l u c a s  a n d  c a r e y  y u k i c h  / k a r e n  k u h n 
a n d  m a r i ly n  k a p e r  / c h a r lot t e  l i s s  a n d  d e n i s e  k u i p e r .
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HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

WHY WE GIVE:  We aim to serve at the Heart 
of the Community in every community we serve. 
At Centier, through the bank and through our 
associates, we are investing our time, talents, 
and treasure to serve nonprofits and community 
initiatives through sponsorship, volunteerism, 
financial literacy programs, and making it a 
point to ensure that our communities are 
growing as we grow.

MISSION:  Our mission is to provide "WOW" 
banking and investment experiences in Indiana 
through our servant heart culture. Centier Bank 
stands testament that no matter how large a 
business has grown; it is still possible to provide 
warm, personalized service. This comes easy 
to Centier associates because every effort is 
taken to provide a friendly working environment 
based on values of Caring, Loyalty, Integrity, 
Friendship and Fun.

www.centier.com

JDRF Indiana
One Walk:

Centier associates 
had a great group 
of walkers and 
volunteers at the 
JDRF Indiana 
One Walk in 
September.

2018 grant 
recipients

grant amount: $1,000 each

c p c f  p r e s i d e n t  m a ry  n i e l s e n ,  fa r  r i g h t ,  w i t h  w o m e n ’s  g i v i n g  c i r c l e  g r a n t  r e c i p i e n ts 
j u l i e  z a s a d a ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c to r  o f  t h e  c e d a r  l a k e  h i sto r i c a l  a s s o c i at i o n ;  j u l i e  w e n d o r f , 
d i r e c to r  o f  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  l i b r a ry ;  a n d  s u s a n  m o r e n o ,  f o u n d e r 
a n d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  a u t i s m  s p e c t r u m  c o a l i t i o n  (m a a p  s e r v i c e s ) .

j u l i e  w e n d o r f

d i r e c to r  o f  t h e  c r o w n 
p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  l i b r a ry

         t h e  l i b r a ry  d e e p ly  a p p r e c i at e s 
   r e c e i v i n g  t h e  $1,000 w o m e n ’s  g i v i n g 
          c i r c l e  g r a n t  to  e x pa n d  t h e 
      c u r r e n t  h i sto r i c  h o m e s  to u r  p r o g r a m      
    t h at  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t  l i b r a ry  p r ov i d e s  at 
          n o  c h a r g e  to  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

	 1. 	 autism spectrum coalition (maap services)
	
	 2. 	 boys and girls clubs of greater 
		  northwest indiana cedar lake
	
	 3. 	 cedar lake historical association
	
	 4. 	 down syndrome association 
		  of northwest indiana
	
	 5. 	 friends of crown point learning center
	
	 6.	 friends of the crown point library
	
	 7. 	 girls on the run northwest indiana
	
	 8. 	 meals on wheels of northwest indiana
	
	 9. 	 mommy’s haven
	
	 10. 	 women’s giving circle scholarship fund
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MEMORIALS
Bernice Anderson's Birthday	
Paul & Amy Anderson
	
Gordon Bate's Birthday	
Shirley Forney-Bates
	
Steven J. Bazin	
Kevin & Sharon Bailey
Bradley & Ann Bazin
Grandchildren of Steven J. Bazin:
	 Katherine (Ryan) Holbig
	 Alyssa Johnson
	 Steven M. Bazin
	 Bridgette Bazin
Jeff, Joanne & Megan Bazin
Kay Bazin
John & JoAnn Birdzell
Paul & Donna Bremer
William & Barbara Brophy
Glenn & Margot Clark
Kenneth & Nancy Claus
Dominic & Sherri Dimarco
Thomas Elder & Susan Driscoll Elder
Joe & Delores Fodemski
Friedman & Associates P.C.
Linda Garcia
Joseph & Donna Heuer
David Holtz
BJ & Kay Hubbard
Barbara Ann Hugare
Lloyd & Elsie Johnson
Laura Joseph & Jacob Sopcak
James & Barbara Kozak
Emina Kustrich
Hillary Laborde
James & Nancy Langbehn
Thomas & Rosalyn Lashenik
Christine Lyons Rendell
Donald & Barbara Markle
Employees of Michigan City 
	 Tool & Dye
James & Alice Jean Pappenheim
George & Gloria Pyle
Gerald & Loretta Ruschak
Peggy Shaffer
Paul & Linda Watland
Kay Wuchner
	
Helen Brown	
BJ & Kay Hubbard
	
Harold Busse	
James & Joanne Haag

Wilbert E. & Betty Jane Buth	
Eugene & Linda Matzat
		
John Cicco	
Keith & Mary Nielsen
	
Donald Dietel, 
	 CPHS Class of '51	
Mrs. Timothy (Jean Ann) Johnston
	
George A. Dluzak	
Katherine L. Dluzak
	
Sally Jeanne Eibel	
Daniel & Jennifer Vinovich
	
Don Emery	
Marge Kerr
	
William & Margarete Fifield	
James & Patricia Fifield
	
James J. Flora Jr.	
Thomas Elder & 
	 Susan Driscoll Elder	

Alexander Fraser	
Gerald & April Schaefer
	
Charles & Leona Garsen	
Patricia Williams
	
Larry Gradek	
Matthew & Sandra Bapple
	
James Greiner	
Ralph & Dottie Bosetti
	
Eric C. Hoffman	
Don & Kris Hoffman
	
Patsy "Pat" Hultz	
BJ & Kay Hubbard
	
Florette Kaiser	
George & Sharon Letz 
	
George Kaminsky Family	
Richard & Roberta Kaminsky
	
Jim Keller
Joseph & Donna Heuer
	

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

WHY WE GIVE:  At NIPSCO, giving 
back to the communities we serve is a 
fundamental part of our culture. Every year, 
our employees volunteer and donate to a 
wide range of organizations that are making 
a difference across our service area with a 
focus on basic human needs, economic 
development, education, environmental 
stewardship and public safety.

MISSION:  NIPSCO has served the energy 
needs of northern Indiana for more than 100 
years. Community support and involvement has 
always been at the foundation of our history. 
We’re also making significant investments to 
improve service, including nearly $30 billion in 
identified long-term system modernization and 
growth programs spanning the next 20+ years.

Dollars for Doers: 
Our employees and their families volunteering 
at the Community Harvest Food Bank (Fort 
Wayne) and Pax Center (LaPorte). 

>

Girl Scouts:

The Girl Scouts of Greater 
Chicago & Northwest Indiana 
learn about electrical safety 
at our Introduce a Girl to 
Engineering Day, which 
promotes STEM education, 
at the NiSource headquarters 
in Merrillville.

>

www.nipsco.com

JULY 11, 2018 - OCTOBER 16, 2018
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Kathy Keller	
Joseph & Donna Heuer
	
Russ Keller	
Joseph & Donna Heuer
	
Frank A. Klassen
Barbara Klassen
	
Mary Evelyn Kraft	
Steven Butera
Michael & Mary Certa
Carl Govert
Marilyn & Francis Joyce
Laura Stephens
James Vanderplough
	
Eli R. Kvachkoff Jr.
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
Bernice Balicki
Matthew & Sandra Bapple
Gerald Caravana
BJ & Kay Hubbard
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer
Anna Weilbaker
Rich & Kathy Zondor
	
Ryan William Lepak	
David & Deborah Barlow
William Lepak
Charles & Cheri Warnke
	
Jay Lewis	
Bud & Kathy Adams
Trish Alt
David & Helen Batusic
Joseph & Cindy Beckman
Ralph & Dottie Bosetti
Jack & Judy Chidsey
Robert & Kathleen Conard
Crown Point Bridge Club
John & Louise Diederich
Rosemarie Dubrovich
Robert & Reba Eich
James & Patricia Fifield
Hank & Edie Filkowski
Elsie Frame
Larry & Kim Geisen
Mary Ann Greiner
Jon & Cindy Harts
Grace Jean Henderson
Thomas & Sue Honsa
Michael & Mary Ann Jones
James Kennedy
James & Lyra Kennedy
Marge Kerr

Joseph Knapp
Mark & Susan Koza
Jeffrey & Laura Kuzma
Randy & Mary Jane Lewis
Patricia Manis
Frances Marek
Sean & Donna Margiotta
George & Joyce Middleton
Mark & Karen Mitcheltree
Mortar Net Solutions
	 Tom Sourlis
Joseph & Jane Nerney
Keith & Mary Nielsen
Robert & Carole ODonnell
Lois Walsh Padgett
Faye Platt
George & Gloria Pyle
Jane Rouge Martin
Gerald & Betty Seegers
Gerry & Bonnie Senesac
Cole & Linda Viers
Anna L. Weilbaker
Rich & Kathy Zondor
	
Alec Matalin	
Kyle & Tiffany Anderson
Donald Archer
Tedd Bancsi
Julie Barber
Timothy Bianco
	 Attorney at Law
Anthony & Julie Bieszczat
George & Cleopatra Bizoukas
Board & Brush LLC
	 Anne Equihua
Aggy Borun
Robert & Barbara Bowers
Laura Capparelli
Richard Crawford
DCMM, Inc.
Dixon's Florist, Inc.
	 Robert Dixon
DMS Industries, Inc. 
	 dba Deny Machine Shop
Michael & Paula Fender
Four Seasons Mechanical, Inc.
Christopher & Monice Gall
Gluth Brothers Roofing
Joseph & Mary Guglielmo
Larry & Marjorie Haniford
Matthew & Lisa Hanlon
Heritage Env. Svcs., LLC
Eugene Kolarik Jr
The Krutz Agency
Amelia Marie Lara
Robert & Julie Larson

Leep Enterprises LLC
Thomas Luther & Marcia Elkin
S. L. Matalin
McColly Real Estate
	 Lisa Grady Team
Bonita Michalak
John & Jean-Gini Mojica
Chris J. Morfas PC
Robert Ochi & Megan Davis-Ochi
David & Janice Palmer
Anthony & Karleen Panozzo
Kimberly Perry
Ranshell's, Inc.
Traci Rigsby
Donald & Christine Rodda
Roger & Shirley Rodda
Steven & Patricia Rodda
Timothy Rodda
Brian & Patricia Rogers
John & Corissa Sabotnik
Frank Sartini
Paula Serrano
Andrea Serwa
Timothy Smith & 
	 Karen Cipowski-Smith
Craig & Dana Spoolstra
Charles & Sheila St. Amour
Kim Terpstra
The Daniel Torrance Family
Michael Troxell
William & Carol Urbanowski
Valerie Vagenas-Krutz
Skyway Trucking, Inc.
	 John & Rebecca Vittori
Phil Walker
Your Hometown Animal Hospital 	
	 Dr. Carrie Anderson
	
Tom McDonald Jr.
Matthew & Sandra Bapple
	
Ken McEntire	
Helen McEntire
	
Mary Ann Meyer	
Gerald Caravana
Barbara Kvachkoff
	
Mary Phelps	
Matthew & Sandra Bapple
	
Joseph Progar Family	
Richard & Roberta Kaminsky
	
Karen Pruzin
Robert & Rosemarie Dado

Evert Reimer	
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
Matthew & Sandra Bapple
Patricia Huber
Darryl & Pat Miller
	
Andrew "Ron" & 
Mary Reynolds	
Shirley Short
	
Joseph Schafer	
Gilbert & Gail Stiener

William "Bill" Scott	
Maxie Scott
	
Jim Shive
Matthew & Sandra Bapple
	
Lois Swinehart	
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
Joseph & Donna Heuer
Darryl & Pat Miller
	
Robert Remington Van Slyke Sr.	
Jeanne Van Slyke-Huddleston
	
David Vandercar
David & Helen Batusic
Rich & Kathy Zondor
	
Dominic Vicari Jr.	
Anthony & Susan Zdanowicz
	
Candace Lynne Walton	
The Anthony Parini Family
	
John Wendt Jr.	
Ralph & Dottie Bosetti
	
Barbara White's Birthday	
Craig White

Mary Williams	
Rich & Kathy Zondor

Joseph & Elsie Zloza	
Marlene Zloza
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Donations to the Crown Point Community Foundation come in all sorts of shapes and sizes. You can give gifts of 
cash, stock or IRA charitable distributions. You can start your own fund or contribute to an existing one. You can choose which cause 
you want your donation to go to or let us choose for you. And now, you can conveniently give by making a recurring monthly gift.

Recurring Gifts Are a Great Way to Support Your Favorite Causes

A recurring monthly gift is a donation that is automatically 
deducted from your debit or credit card or via electronic check 
every month. You can choose to make a monthly donation of 
$25 and up. Recurring donations inspire thoughtful, planned 
giving. Monthly donations also increase the value of existing 
funds, which enables the fund to make larger grants.

"Making a recurring monthly gift to the CPCF is great for you
and the community," said Mary Nielsen, the President of the 
Crown Point Community Foundation. "There are no checks to 
mail, no reminders needed, and spreads your gift over time. 

Your contribution helps our existing funds grow to give more to 
the community."

To set up a recurring monthly gift, please visit www.thecpcf.org. 
Click on the Donate Now link at the top of the home page. Select 
the gift amount and fund you'd like to support. 

Choose Recurring Monthly Gift as your gift frequency to enroll as 
a monthly giver. It makes being generous easy. You will receive an 
email acknowledging your gift.



13

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

HONORARIUMS
Lawrence & Helen Hagerman's 50th Anniversary
BJ & Kay Hubbard
	
BJ & Kay Hubbard	
Steven Sutton
	
Dave & Deb Huber's 
40th Anniversary	
John Dockus
Beverly Huber
Patricia Huber
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer
	
Paula Krost Tilton's 
85th Birthday	
Jean Ann Johnston
	
Jeanne VanSlyke-Huddleston's Birthday
Jason Bordui & Penny Huddleston

JULY 11, 2018 - OCTOBER 16, 2018

Franciscan 
Health 
Crown Point 
hospital 
nurses 
have the 
honor of 
caring for 
thousands 
of patients 

each year. They greet babies as 
they enter the world, provide a respectful departure for individuals 

as they leave this world and treat everyone in between. Nurses serve on the 
front lines of patient care and without them, hospitals simply cannot function.

www.franciscanhealth.org

WHY WE GIVE:  We give because our Mission 
and ministry go far beyond the patient in the bed. 
We extend the healing hands of Jesus to all who 
come to us needing physical, emotional or spiritual 
care—and those who just need to be loved. Our 
Mission of “Continuing Christ’s Ministry in our 
Franciscan Tradition,” in addition to our Values, 
are our guiding lights in meeting Jesus in every 
person we come in contact with.  Franciscan Health 
is honored to be part of this community, and we 
pledge to do our best in making Crown Point a 
healthier, happier and fantastic community in 
which to live and raise your families.

MISSION:  Since the first Franciscan Health 
Hospital in the United States was established in 
1875, we have stayed true to our founding Mission 
of “Continuing Christ’s Ministry in our Franciscan 
Tradition” by caring for everyone who comes 
through our doors. We treat our patients with kindness 
and grace by following the guiding ethical values 
embodied by our founding congregation, the Sisters 
of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration. Those values 
are: Respect for Life, Fidelity to our Mission, 
Compassionate Concern, Joyful Service and 
Christian Stewardship.

   w e  m a k e  a  l i v i n g  b y  w h at  w e  g e t ,
        b u t  w e  m a k e  a  l i f e 
                    b y  w h at  w e  g i v e .

w i n s t o n  c h u r c h i l l
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CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Urban Students of America, Inc.

Thanks to your support, students in different communities 
came together to show that we are one.

A grant for $1,500 was awarded to Urban Students of America, 
Inc. (USofA). The grant funded the #WeAreOne peace wall 
project, which brought together students from Gary, Portage, 
Hobart and Merrillville to create a collaborative wall mural at 
Union Station in Gary.

"This is a peace wall aimed to bring together our students in the 
urban and underserved communities with our students in the 
wealthier communities and school districts to showcase that 
regardless of where we live at or go to school at, #WeAreOne!" 
said Tiana S. Johnson, President/CEO of Urban Students of 
America, Inc. "The #WeAreOne peace wall came about because 
the owners of Urban Students of America noticed the need to get 
our underserved students off the streets and into a controlled 
environment where they could be praised for something they 
were doing for their city."

The Crown Point Community Foundation grant helped to buy 

paint, brushes and T-shirts for the event.

"I really had fun doing this event," said Josiah Weathersby, a student 
from Gary. "I felt like I was a part of something today, and it made 
me feel good to know that I was a part of something beautiful." 

"We are truly blessed to have encouraged the youth to complete 
this beautiful piece of art and have inspired them to become 
additional support for USofA as well as a part of our growing 
family," Johnson said. "Giving them an outlet and hearing them 
say they want to do more things to get involved proves that we 
have successfully appealed to them in the way we need to 
to keep them involved in something meaningful."

t i a n a  s .  j o h n s o n

p r e s i d e n t /c e o

u r b a n  st u d e n ts  o f  a m e r i c a ,  i n c .

     m e  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  u s ofa  t e a m  c o u l d n 't 
b e  m o r e  g r at e f u l  f o r  b e i n g  a b l e  to  d e l i v e r     
        o n  j u st  w h at  w e  s a i d  w e  w e r e  g o i n g   
  to  d o  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c p c f .
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Wayne was shocked, surprised, and felt very blessed when 
around 150 people showed up for his garden walk.

“I brought a bunch of plants from work," Wayne said. “I had a 
nice display in my garage with 15-20 new plants that were going 
to be coming up in 2019. It was like a fashion show for plants." 
Through the generosity of his friends, Wayne was able to raise 
over $1,700 for his horticulture fund held by the CPCF.

The garden walk’s success has Wayne wanting to plant 
more seeds.

“It’s nice to be able to work in my community and still have 
some of the first people who shopped with me still come to me 
and ask their questions," Wayne said. "It’s really neat to be in 
the community, work in the community, have people who I’ve 
had as my customers show up at my house. Some of them have 
walkers and canes but they are still gardening. Some young 
people came to the event. They wanted to see what’s going on 
and get some ideas and that's perfect. That’s what I designed 
it for."

Now Wayne wants to host more events and to add to his CPCF 
funds. He even recruited his mother. In lieu of gifts for her 80th 
birthday, Wayne asked for donations to the fund they established 
in his father’s name. This resulted in donations of just over two 
thousand dollars to the Alfred J. Gruber Senior Social Studies 
Honorarium Fund.

“I literally want to do a spring plant fashion show to raise 
money for some kind of cause,” Wayne said.  “I want to bring 
in local celebrities and local people that are well known in the 
community. I want this to expand beyond my lifetime. I want 
people to always have some sort of interest and joy out of 
horticulture, way beyond when I’m gone. That’s the reason 
for starting my fund.”

“It’s fantastic what the Foundation is doing for the whole 
community,” Wayne said. “I’m thrilled to be a part of it.”

WAYNE GRUBER, 
CONTINUED HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 

AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

WHY WE GIVE:  At View Outdoor, our goal 

is to follow the path our founder, Mr. Dean 

White, paved decades ago by giving back to 

Northwest Indiana. We have always and will 

continue to work with the municipalities and 

service organizations that build the great 

foundation of this community. 

We are a local company that prides itself on 

supporting these local communities where we, 

our employees and their families live. By use of 

outdoor advertising, we are pleased to help our 

local businesses and organizations bring new 

opportunities to this ever-growing community we 

call home.

viewoutdoor.com

Crown Point Community Foundation:

View Outdoor Advertising donated billboard space for the 
Crown Point Community Foundation's 9th Annual Volunteer Fair 
this year.
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DONATIONS
JULY 11, 2018 - OCTOBER 16, 2018

A
Judy Abraham
Mary Ann Abraham
David & Patti Adams
Ahc Ground Services, Inc.
Jerry & Trish Allee
Lynn Almaguer
Trish Alt
AmazonSmile Foundation
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
John W. Anderson Foundation
Dave & Gail Andre
Luisa Arejer
Gregory & Linda Armstrong
David & Dorothy Austgen
Autism Spectrum Coalition
	 Susan Moreno 

B
Tom & Lori Bagnara
Irene Bairaktaris
John & Ann Barney
	 John & Ann Barney Family Foundation
Mark & Lindsay Bates
	 Pinnacle Insurance Group of Indiana, Inc.
Michael & Trish Bauner
David & Jill Beckham
Kelly Bermes
Barb Bessette
Bierman Property Management, LLC
	 Brett & Victoria Bierman
Anthony & Julie Bieszczat
Jordan Blue
Scott & Carol Blue
Ted Borggren &  Jacqueline Stuck-Borggren
Timothy & Carol Borowski
Suzanne Borto
Kenneth & Lois Braatz
Joan Brasa
Denise Briski
Kendall Brown
Richard & Debra Bryan
David Bryan
Jeff & Linda Bryner
Lauren Bryner
Stephen & Karen Buelow
David & Jeanette Burr
Donald & Alice Burrell

C
Juliana Caffarini
Dan & Sharol Cain
Lisa Carpenter
Centier Bank
Lindsey Chamberlain

Mark & Chrisanne Christ
Garry & Debra Ciochina
City of Crown Point
	 Mayor David Uran
Cloudbusters, Inc.
Ryan Collier
Compumark Industries, Inc.
	 Mr. & Mrs. John Beatrice
Consolidated Rail Corporation
William & Margaret Coulehan
James & Sue Crisman

D
Michael Daugherty & Donna Sapone Daugherty
Suzanne Demmond
Gary & Marie Dienes
Eric & Robin Dillon
Michelle Duffy

E
Patricia Earnest
Scott & Timburley Ecklund
David & Teresa Eineman
Earl & Cynthia Elder
Jack & Carole Esala
Expert Fabricators, Inc.

F
Fred & Shelly Faber
Jack & Charlotte Fagen
Ginny Feyes
Joe & Delores Fodemski
Shirley Forney-Bates
Greg & Nancy Forsythe
Jim & Marge Forsythe
Scott & Maureena Foster
Paul Fotia
Franciscan Health Crown Point Auxiliary
	 Carolyn Meinbresse
Ronald & Marian Fricke
Dennis & Maureen Fronek
Sue Merriam Fronek
Debra Fuller 

G
Donald & Jeannie Garletts
Jeffrey & Pamela Govert
Janet Gray
Michael & Kathleen Greenya
Joanne Kosac Gruber
Steven & Charmayne Guch

H
Robert Hadrick

Cindy Hall
Keith & Lori Hanaway
Crystal Harrigan-Barry
Frank Hatami & Colleen Johnston Hatami
Noe Hernandez
Charles & Patricia Hescher
T.H.C., Inc.
	  Jeff & Diane Hess
Joseph & Donna Heuer
Steve & Carol Highsmith
Hodges & Davis, P.C.
	 Atty. Earle Hites
Anna Holem
Robert & Louise Hooper
Chuck & Darlene Hopp
Horizon Bank
	 Robert Gardiner
Elaine Hough
Arliss Hove
Dixie Hruska
BJ & Kay Hubbard
James & Beverly Hutton
Gary & Kathryn Huys

I
Indiana/Kentucky/Ohio Regional 
	 Council of Carpenters Market Recovery

J
Blair & Marisela Jones

K
Joseph & Barbara Kacmar
Lester & Marilyn Kaper
Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc.
	 Crown Point Associate Chapter
Janet Katich
KBCPA Accounting & Computer Service
	 Katherine & Fred Chariton
Brett Keeler
Mary Kelliher
James & Rose Ann Kendall
Dawn Kepshire
Melissa Kerr
Lesley Klauk
Joseph & Kathy Koscielniak
Lynn Kowert
William & Karen Kuhn
Timothy & Denise Kuiper

L
Jim & Kim Larsen
	 Mechanical Test & Balance, Inc.
Troy & Gail Larson
The Steve Lessner Family
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George & Sharon Letz
Robert & Peggy Ligda
Crystal Ligda
Roger & Mariellen Liggett
Tom & Kathy Liss
Corey & Charlotte Liss
Shirley Lucia
Richard & Kathleen Ludlow

M
Judith Maicher
Kenneth & Marianne Manning
Bob & Pam Manwaring
Lynn Matykiewicz
Charles & Fiona McCarroll
McColly Real Estate/Corporate Office
	 Ronald McColly
David & Darlene McMichael
Richard & Kathleen Merritt
Liz Messing
Joseph & Rosanne Michelini
Darryl & Pat Miller
Ralph & LouAnn Miller
Millwrights Local Union 1076
Mary Lou Misch
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC
Dawson & Brenda Morgan
George & Madelyn Murphy
Rhonda Mussman

N
Nagy's Automotive
Allan & Sally Nalbor
Barbara Neary
Joseph & Jane Nerney
Alexander Nickla
	 Century 21
Lew & Sandra Noe
Northwest Indiana Title Services, Inc.
Nuveen Investments Holdings
	 Jim McCoy

O
Michael & Diane O'Brien
Richard & Bette Oesterle

P
George Patrick & Lisa Simon-Patrick
Peoples Bank
	 Benjamin Bochnowski
Robert & Elizabeth Perschon
Positive Solutions
	 Andrea Kelliher
Virginia Potter

Cyndy Pruett
Pruzin & Little Funeral Services
Sharon Purevich & Pat Purevich

R
Cornel & Karen Raab
Nancy Ranich
Real Estate Data Security, LTD
	 Donna Pace
Kit Reay
Refax, Inc.
	 Richard Oliver
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer
Jamie & Dean Ricci
Margaret Ricci
Mark & Sue Riester
Riverside Management, LLC
	 William & Judy Rathjen
Joseph & Marilu Rivich
Susan Roen
Florence Roen
Daniel & Carol Root
Jane Rouge Martin
James & Susan Rush
Nancy Ryder

S
Norma Sanchez
Susan Santino
Helen Sauerman
Schepel Buick - GMC
	 Thomas & Barbara Van Prooyen
Alvin & Kathryn Schmidt
Robert & Karen Schrum
Maxie Scott
Timothy & Peggy Sendak
Judith Shadel
Robert & Diana Shannon
David & Mary Ann Shaver
Signature Realty
	 Brenda Versnel
Daniel Sisk
Michael & Christina Skopelja
Linda Slankard
SLG Millennium Group, LLC
Small Web Solutions, LLC
	 Jackie Webster
Thomas & Kari Smith
Mark & Deborah Snedden
Tammie Sopczak
Mary Steele
Wayne Stelzer
Sandra Stevens
Carolan Stewart
Gilbert & Gail Stiener

Susan Stinson
Strack & VanTil
	 Jeff Strack
Swartz Retson & Co., P.C.

T
Tax Techniques Plus, LLC
	 Cathy Cooper
David & Lori Taylor
Thomas Taylor
Katie Taylor
Suzanne Teesdale Hufford
Brett Thompson
Mary Tracy-MacAulay
Frank Trapane II
Tri-Creek Education Foundation, Inc.
TrueWealth Advising Group
	 Carey A. Yukich
Frances Truman
Paul & Phyllis Tully
Gloria Tuohy

V
Michael & Barbara Vanderwoude
Tish Vater
Alda Vellutini

W
Jeremy Walker
Melissa Walley
Walsh Advisors, Inc.
	 Cyndi Walsh
Eugene & Jean Wease
Julie Wendorf
Kimberly Wentz
Martha Wheeler
Rex & Kimberly White
Dennis Wilkening
Ingrid Wilkerson
Dale & Terri Williams
Leslee Williams
Winfield Township
Suzann Wright

Y
Youche Ladies League

Z
Todd & Julie Zasada
Rich & Kathy Zondor
Joan Zupan



31.	 Mail your donation(s) in the enclosed remittance envelope.
2.	 Drop off your Check or Cash at our office.
3.	 Donate Online: thecpcf.org/donate.html.

THREE EASY WAYS TO GIVE!
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Each gift is irrevocable and 

100% tax-deductible as provided by the law. 

Kick-Off the Charitable Season on Giving Tuesday!

2 FOR   1$ $

MATCHING OPPORTUNITY
For every dollar you give, two more dollars will be added.

To Celebrate Giving Tuesday we invite you, our friends and family to help us build Unrestricted Community 
Endowment Funds held at the Foundation. Please consider making a holiday or end-of-year gift today. Gifts to the CPCF 

Unrestricted Community Endowment Fund or to any of the named Unrestricted Endowment Funds qualify for the match.

200$
MATCH ADDS

300$
TOTAL GIFT

EXAMPLE:

100
YOU GIVE

$
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Marilyn Kaper was born on Scott Air Force Base in Illinois. She moved to Crown Point when her 
father was transferred to Lake County. Marilyn has been married to Lester “Charlie” Kaper for 40 
years. They have two daughters, LesLee and Lauren. Besides serving on the CPCF, Marilyn has been 
involved with the Hanover Central School Board of Trustees, the Indiana state legislature, Cedar Lake 
United Methodist Church and the Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce. Marilyn was attracted to the 
CPCF because of their remarkable generosity. "They are passionate and dedicated to the needs of the 
communities they serve, including Cedar Lake," Marilyn said.

What three character 
traits would your friends 

use to describe you?

My friends would answer 
confident, resourceful, 
faithful and devoted.

19

Who are your heroes?

My grandfather is my hero. He loved 
unconditionally, he always put everyone before 
himself and he gave of himself in everything he 

did. He always said, “Find the good in 
everything and everyone, always give more 
than you receive and live your life according 

to God.” My mission is to inspire those I interact 
with, carry out random acts of kindness, take 

nothing for granted and never forget 
where I came from. 

What is your 
greatest fear?

My biggest fear is that 
I’ll get old without having 

achieved all the things 
that I wanted. I want to 

make a difference.

What are 
you most proud of?

I am most proud of my husband in the 
life we have chosen, owning our own 

business and having two beautiful 
daughters, LesLee and Lauren, who 

have successful careers of their own. 
We raised them to be very successful 

and strong women.

Five Questions for

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ASSET DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Marilyn Kaper5

When were you most 
satisfied in your job?

Flowers have an emotional impact. They are 
usually about love and romance, but they can also 
be about tragedy, illness, being in the dog house, 

or just because. Flowers have an immediate impact on 
happiness no matter what the occasion. Flowers have 

evolved to elicit positive emotional responses 
from people. That’s powerful!  And that is when 
I am most satisfied in my “job”. I cannot think of 

anything besides fresh flowers that evokes 
positive feelings for both the giver and the 

recipient. Flowers make 
beautiful stories.
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CREATING A BETTER FUTURE 
              IN SOUTH LAKE COUNTY​

PO Box 522
Crown Point, IN 46308

Community Partners are local companies or individuals who join forces with the Crown Point 
Community Foundation to promote and expand philanthropy, address community issues, and 
develop nonprofit excellence.

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

Upcoming Crown Point Community Foundation Events:

Giving Tuesday  |  Tuesday, November 27, 2018

Volunteer Fair  |  Saturday, March 2, 2019

T O G E T H E R  W E  B U I L D  A  B E T T E R  T O M O R R O W
The Crown Point Community Foundation is a public charity. Small donations are 

just as important as large donations to make sure that we serve the public’s best interests.

O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  D O E S  N O T  C O M E  F R O M  J U S T  O N E  P E R S O N , 

O N E  FA M I LY,  O R  O N E  C O M PA N Y  B U T  A  S T E A DY  S T R E A M  O F  C O N T R I B U T I O N S 

F R O M  A  B R O A D  C R O S S - S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L  P U B L I C . 

If you have a cause you care about in the community, we have a fund to support your interest. It’s easy to make a donation. 
Mail your check today in the enclosed envelope provided or simply donate online at: thecpcf.org/donate.html. 

We invite you to be a part of your public Foundation so that together we can do more good things in our community!

john & ann barney
family foundation

don & alice burrell family

eugene & jean wease

karen & cornel raab family

george & madelyn murphy


