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m a r y  b. n i e l s e n

p r e s i d e n t

m a r y  b. n i e l s e n

With the holiday season upon us, many of us find joy through shiny ornaments, bright 

lights, holiday music and movies, catching a basketball or football game, or taking an 

excursion to exotic places. Each of these can bring joy and refresh our spirit. However, 

this type of joy is usually short-lived. 

As science has discovered, true joy lies in the act of helping others. Academic research 

and thousands of years of human history confirm that helping others through our time 

and treasure provides an intrinsic reward that’s far more valuable than the gifts we give 

ourselves. 

It’s something that Ernest Mosley, a volunteer at the G.A.P. Food Pantry has also 

discovered. Ernest shared the following with us during a recent grantee site visit, “It’s a 

joy to help others through difficult times and to make a difference in their lives.”  

Giving is one of the best investments you can make towards achieving genuine joy and 

happiness. True giving comes from the heart, with no expectation of reciprocation. You’ll 

find that the more you give, the more you’ll receive.

Throughout this newsletter you’ll read stories that confirm this science as well. How lives 

are being positively impacted because of the generosity of our many donors and friends 

of the Foundation. 

As this year is quickly coming to a close, we ask you to remember the Crown Point 

Community Foundation in your year-end giving. Whether it be in the form of cash or check, 

an online donation by credit card, an IRA distribution, or the gift of appreciated stocks or 

securities, your donation will support the work of the Foundation in our mission to enhance 

the quality of life in South Lake County and beyond, now and for generations to come.

On behalf of our Board of Directors and staff, we sincerely thank you for your continued 

support and partnership! We wish you and yours a joyful holiday season!

Every effort is made to accurately list our contributors. If a name 
has been inadvertently omitted from the newsletter, we apologize.
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With your help, those suffering from food insecurity have a 
place to find relief.

A grant for $10,331 from the Crown Point Community Foundation 
was awarded to the G.A.P. Food Pantry.

God's Appointed Place (G.A.P.) Food Pantry exists to meet the 
needs of individuals and families who are in need of food. G.A.P. 
Food Pantry is a member agency of the Food Bank of Northwest 
Indiana and serves as an established resource in Crown Point that 
consistently provides food for hundreds of people in need. Roughly 
75% of G.A.P. Food Pantry's clients are over 65 years of age who 
live on limited incomes and would otherwise skip meals or go 
hungry without the help that food pantries like G.A.P. provide. 

The COVID-19 pandemic was a challenging time for the community. 
The impact was severe and increased the need for help with food. 
At the toughest times, G.A.P. Food Pantry remained open, without 
interruption.

G.A.P. Food Pantry is 100% staffed by volunteers who pick up 
deliveries, unload trucks, stock shelves, box food, and load cars 

on distribution days. Of note, G.A.P. Food Pantry distributes 
perishable food products including meats, dairy, and produce, 
a service which not every food pantry provides. In addition to the 
grant from the CPCF going toward food to distribute, the funding 
also helped with the purchase of a commercial freezer to replace 
a unit that was failing. This freezer will allow G.A.P. to continue to 
offer perishable food to their clients.

I’m so grateful for the much needed food received from the G.A.P. 
Food Pantry during this difficult time in my life," said recipient 
Darlene G. "The people here make my moment seem brighter by 
their heartfelt care and smiles."

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK G.A.P. Food Pantry

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  pa sto r  j oy c e  d av i s ,  g o d 's  a p p o i n t e d  p l a c e  (g . a . p .  f o o d  pa n t ry ) ;  m a ry  n i e l s e n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n ;  k at i e  s ly ,  c p c f 
p r o g r a m  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t  o f f i c e r   /   g . a . p .  f o o d  pa n t ry  v o l u n t e e r  h a i ly  h u g h e s  g at h e r s  f r o z e n  m e at  to  a d d  to  t h e  d i st r i b u t i o n  b ox e s   /   o n  d ry  f o o d  pa c k i n g  d ay ,  v i c k i  k lot h  p l a c e s 
n u t r i t i o u s  f o o d  i n  b ox e s  f o r  n e i g h b o r s  fa c i n g  h u n g e r .

p a s t o r  j o y c e  d a v i s

g o d 's  a p p o i n t e d  p l a c e 

     o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  g . a . p .  f o o d  pa n t ry  a n d 
t h o s e  w e  s e r v e ,  w e  a r e  i n c r e d i b ly  g r at e f u l  to  t h e    
   c p c f  a n d  a m a z i n g  d o n o r s  f o r  t h i s  g r a n t .  y o u r 
g r a n t  g i v e s  u s  t h e  m o n e ta ry  p r ov i s i o n  n e e d e d  to   
     sto c k  o u r  pa n t ry  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  y e a r   
  a n d  t h e  f u n d i n g  to  p u r c h a s e  a  r e p l a c e m e n t   
                         f r e e z e r  w i t h  e v e n  g r e at e r  s pa c e .
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COMMUNITY GRANTS
THE CPCF AWARDED $153,369.85 IN UNRESTRICTED COMMUNITY GRANTS IN THE SEPTEMBER CYCLE.

Animal Related - $5,000.00
Humane Indiana  - $5,000.00
To provide lifesaving care for nearly 300 homeless, abandoned, and at-risk 
animals and support the nurturing and healing connection between pets and 
people for 1,000 residents.

Arts, Culture - $5,000.00
Northwest Indiana Symphony Society - $5,000.00
To secure underwriting for the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra’s 
entire 2022-23 concert season to be performed in South Lake County.

Education - $14,085.11
Crown Point Community Library - match up to $3,573.50 
($704.52 Unrestricted Fund + $2,868.98 Community Literacy Fund)*
To assist with the purchase of STEM coding equipment for use in 
programming for children and teens.

Second Life Resale Shoppe - $2,692.62
To purchase a new outdoor donation bin that will allow the community to 
donate items after hours.

Solon Robinson Elementary School - $2,818.99
To establish a Robotics Club for the students at Solon Robinson.

South Lake County Agricultural Historical Society - match up to $5,000.00
To support the purchase of a handicap accessible people mover to be utilized 
at various farm shows in the region.

Community Improvement - $7,500.00
1886 Church Foundation - $2,500.00
Remove existing foam stucco sheathing to examine brick wall condition 
and repair where necessary.

Saint Mary Catholic Community School - $5,000.00
Improve gym floor and make it a safe floor for students and school 
community to enjoy.

Food, Nutrition, Agriculture - $15,331.00
G.A.P. Food Pantry - $10,331.00
Purchase a commercial upright freezer to efficiently store perishable food 
for distribution.

Holy Spirit/St. Vincent DePaul Society - $5,000
Purchase necessary food items for distribution to our food insecure neighbors.

Housing, Shelter - $21,500.00
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Gary - $12,500.00
To assist South Lake County residents avoid homelessness.

Mommy’s Haven - $7,000.00
To provide therapy to new mothers living in the maternity home.

Wheelchair Ramp Ministry (St. Michael’s Church)  - $2,000.00
For continued purchase of used Aluminum wheelchair ramps.

Health & Human Services - $18,740.84
Cancer Resource Center - $2,000.00
To assist with the continuation of their Expressive Art Therapy.

Dunes Dogs Training Club - $4,500.00
To help support Pets N Vets Program for U.S. Military Veterans returning with 
PTSD and/or Traumatic Brain Injury.

Golden Hope Ministries  - $3,240.84 
($3,000 Unrestricted Fund + $240.84 The Manis Family Fund)*
To provide biweekly sessions and meals.

Hearts in Motion - $1,500.00
The New Directions program assists familes facing hardship through domestic 
violence, a house fire, or homelessness transition into a new home.

Love Moves Us - match up to $2,500.00
To provide support, education, and nurturing to families in the Cedar Lake area 
who have made the choice to adopt and/or foster children.

Tradewinds Services - $5,000.00
Support for Tradewinds Community Pantry serving residents of Lake County 
who are food insecure.

Public Safety - $43,500.00
CPCF Emergency Aid & Relief Fund - $10,000
To provide support for sudden severe economic hardships or natural disasters 
affecting the community.

Crown Point Emergency Management Agency - $13,500.00
To purchase portable radios for new and existing members of the department.

Crown Point Fire Rescue - $10,000.00
To help purchase ballistic vests and trauma equipment to protect paramedics, 
allowing them to provide care to any victims during an active threat.

Lake Hills Volunteer Fire Department - $10,000.00
To equip a second ambulance with advanced life support equipment.

Youth Development - $22,712.90
Best Buddies - $2,000.00
To support the current Best Buddies school chapters in Crown Point.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Northwest Indiana - match up to $4,279.90
Provide Digital Arts Device/Equipment to the Cedar Lake Club for Digital 
Arts Programs.

Girls on the Run of Northwest Indiana - $3,000.00
To provide scholarship assistance to girls joining the Girls on the Run team 
to be joyful, healthy and confident through social-emotional learning and 
physical activity.

Hanover Jr Wildcat Football - match up to $1,500.00
Offset cost of helmet reconditioning.

Indiana Elite F.C. - match up to $1,000
Upgrade the grounds, entrance, driveway & parking lot to facility.

Pathway to Adventure Council - $3,000.00
To support Cub-O-Ree, an overnight camping experience designed to give an 
exciting adventure at the start of the new school year.

Youth for Christ of Northwest Indiana  - match up to $7,933.00
To help students attending Hanover Central Middle School and High School 
make good choices and positively impact their school and community.

*Field of Interest Fund
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With the holidays just around the corner, the Crown Point 
Community Foundation offers many ways and opportunities 
to share your gifts with the community. We would like to 
thank all of our donors for their continued generosity. Here 
are three of their stories.

Greg and Nancy Forsythe are life-long Crown Point residents 
with deep ties to the community. Nancy’s great-great grandfather 
founded Trinity Lutheran Church, and her father developed 
Briarwoood subdivision and donated the land for Sauerman Woods 
Park and Hub Pool. Greg's father was Crown Point’s Mayor from 
1984 to 1992, served on the city council for nine years, and was 
involved in many organizations around town. "Both of our families 
taught us the importance of having a strong faith, a thankful spirit, 
and being generous toward others,” Greg said.

About 15 years ago, the Forsythes established the Greg and Nancy 
Forsythe Christian Giving Fund. The Forsythe’s fund is an example 
of an Unrestricted Endowment Fund for Community Grants, which 
means that the Foundation decides each year where the fund’s 
distribution dollars can be most impactful. The fund has also 
benefited from having additional donations added to the original 
endowment. Any existing fund at the CPCF can have donations 
added to them, whether by the fund’s founders or by any donor.

The Forsythes also founded an Operational Fund for the Foundation, 
which helps to cover its operating costs. "We opened an operating 
endowment fund with the hope that the CPCF someday might 
become self-funding and no longer have to charge management 
fees, leaving more money available for grant distributions back into 
the community," Greg said. 

Like the Forsythes, Charles and Virginia Isley gave back 
generously to the town they loved. Virginia was born in Clinton 
County, Indiana, and attended Ball State University where she 
earned her teaching certificate. She married Charles Isley in 
December of 1942, and their marriage lasted 57 years until 
Charles’ death in 2000. Virginia taught for many years in the 
Crown Point schools before she retired in 1984. She subsequently 
worked for the Crown Point Public Library, and was a longtime 
member of the Psi Iota Xi sorority. She served as an elder at First 
Presbyterian Church, and for many years enjoyed delivering 
dinners for Meals on Wheels.

Charles was born in Shelby County, Indiana, and is a graduate 
of DePauw University. He taught math in both the junior high and 
high school, and is honored in the CPHS Teacher Hall of Fame. His 
children, John and Jane, were among his students. Charles was also 
very active in the Athletic department, coaching mostly the freshman 
basketball team, and serving as the timekeeper or scorer at home 
high school varsity basketball games, and as the starter at track 
meets. Charles was also active with Kiwanis and Meals on Wheels.

As educators, it was a natural choice for Charles and Virginia to 
start the Charles and Virginia Isley Endowment Fund. Their fund is 
an example of a Designated Fund, which enables the donors to 
designate the cause which they would like their fund to support. 
The Charles and Virginia Isley Endowment Fund supports the 
Crown Point Community Schools.

Charles and Virginia's legacy of giving continues with Bill Thesing, 
their daughter Jane's husband and widower, and their son John. 
"I donate to the Crown Point Community Foundation regularly both 
in their honor and because I really valued the community growing 
up there," John said. "Even though I haven't lived in Indiana since 
1972, I still consider myself a Hoosier."

Wilbert and Betty Jane Buth are another couple whose 
generosity is still bearing fruit in the community. Wilbert was 
born on August 10, 1927 and passed away on May 5, 2005. 
Betty Jane was born on November 29, 1927 and passed away 
on September 5, 2013. Wilbert and Betty Jane were parents 
of three, grandparents of seven, and great grandparents of 
12 (and counting).

Wilbert was a hard worker and devout Christian, active in his 
church. Betty Jane was a loving mother and also a faithful Christian. 
She was generous with her time and talents, active in the quilters 
group at Trinity Lutheran Church and the St. Anthony's Auxiliary. 
Their children attended Trinity Lutheran Church and School. Wilbert 
was a longtime member of Trinity's choir. Unable to attend college 
himself, he made it a priority to put his children through college. 

Upon Wilbert's death, a family friend set up a scholarship fund in 
his memory. The Wilbert Buth Music Scholarship Fund is an example 
of a Scholarship Fund. It offers scholarships to Trinity Lutheran 
graduates who plan to major in music or other degrees. Rachel 

S T R E N G T H E N I N G  S O U T H  L A K E  C O U N T Y

YEAR-ENDGiving
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Clausing was one of three scholarship recipients of the Wilbert 
Buth Music Scholarship Fund for 2022. 

"This scholarship means a lot to me since it has a focus towards 
music," Rachel said. "Music has gotten me through a lot in my life 
and is very important to me."

"We feel contributing to the fund in his memory is a way to honor 
him, while assisting young people in the continuation of their 
education," said Wilbert and Betty Jane's daughter Linda Matzat 
and her husband, Eugene.

The Wilbert and Betty Buth Endowment Fund was started early in the 
history of the CPCF. Distributions from this Designated Fund support 
Trinity Cares, a mission of Trinity Lutheran Church. Both of these funds 
are supported by Eugene and Linda Matzat.

The Crown Point Community Foundation is grateful to all those who, 
like the Forsythe, Isley and Buth families, have left a legacy of giving. 
To learn more about the many ways to donate to the Foundation, 
please visit thecpcf.org.

WAYS TO GIVE...FOR
TODAY AND TOMORROW

1.	 Cash - Cash donations can be made by mail, 
	 dropping off at our office, or online.

2.	 Stocks or Securities - The Foundation has the ability 
	 to accept gifts of publicly traded stocks.

3. 	IRA Distributions - Qualified Charitable Distributions 	
	 can be made directly to the Foundation from your IRA 	
	 custodian, reducing taxable income regardless of 		
	 whether you qualify to itemize (Distributions cannot 
	 be directed to a Donor Advised Fund).

4. 	Wills and Bequests - Talk with your attorney and 
	 name the Crown Point Community Foundation as a 		
	 beneficiary of all or a portion of your estate. 
	 Please use the following wording - “I give or 
	 bequeath to the Crown Point Community
	 Foundation, 115 S. Court St., Crown Point, 			 
	 Indiana % or the sum of $ of my residuary estate.”

5.	 Life Insurance - You can designate all or a portion of 	
	 your life insurance policies, potentially saving Indiana 	
	 inheritance tax and federal estate taxes.

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  v i r g i n i a  i s l e y  t e a c h i n g  f o u r t h  g r a d e  at  d w i g h t 
d  e i s e n h o w e r  e l e m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  i n  c r o w n  p o i n t   /   c h a r l e s  i s l e y  t e a c h i n g  at 
c r o w n  p o i n t  h i g h  s c h o o l   /   c p c f  d o n o r s  e u g e n e  a n d  l i n d a  m at z at   /   w i l b e r t 
a n d  b e t t y  b u t h   /  2022 w i l b e r t  b u t h  m u s i c  s c h o l a r s h i p  r e c i p i e n t  r a c h e l  c l a u s i n g  
/  c p c f  b o a r d  m e m b e r  g r e g  a n d  n a n c y  f o r sy t h e  at  h o u t  b ay ,  c a p e  to w n ,  s o u t h 
a f r i c a   /  t h e  i s l e y  fa m i ly .  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  j o h n ,  c h a r l e s ,  v i r g i n i a , 
a n d  j a n e .

t h e  i s l e y  fa m i ly  -  c h a r l e s ,  v i r g i n i a ,  j o h n ,  a n d  j a n e g r e g  a n d  n a n c y  f o r s y t h e r a c h e l  c l a u s i n g

v i r g i n i a  i s l e y c h a r l e s  i s l e y

e u g e n e  a n d  l i n d a  m at z at w i l b e r t  a n d  b e t t y  b u t h
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MEMORIALS
AUGUST 10, 2022 - OCTOBER 31, 2022

Gordon Bates on his Birthday	

Shirley Forney-Bates
	
Daniel Bencie

Mark & Sue Riester
	
Lois Briggs	

Diane Carrara

Jack & Alice Carrara

Keith & Debbie Iddings

Corey & Charlotte Liss

Randy & Mary Jane Lewis

Tom& Val Lozanoski

Michael & Diane O'Brien

Roberta O'Neill

Donald & Julia Orzeske

Joan Parducci

Patsy Plesha

Mark & Sue Riester

Cynthia Ryman

David & Dorothy Sewnig

Anne & Tracy Thompson

Mary Whitaker
	
Betty Jane E. Buth

Eugene & Linda Matzat
	
Wilbert E. Buth	

Eugene & Linda Matzat
	
Sue Crisman	

James Crisman
	
Russell Derderian	

Phillip & Karen Aldrich
	
Jacob "Jack" Esala	

John & Ann Barney

Centier Bank Corporate Centre, 

	 Mike Schrage, President

John & Louise Diederich

Gary & Martha Diekelmann

Gary & Marie Dienes

Greg & Nancy Forsythe

Gregory & Diane Gordon

Steve & Carol Highsmith

Howard Jacobs & Jeff Peil, HPS

Darryl & Pat Miller

Joseph & Jane Nerney

Jeff & Diane Reimer

Mark & Sue Riester

Rotary Club of Crown Point
	
Janet Foresman	

Merlin  Foresman
	
Joanne "Mom" Kosac Gruber	

Andrew & Cynthia Polk, 

	 AHC Ground Services, Inc.

Joanne Kosac Gruber	

Garrett & Christie Knesek
Geraldine Shaw

Kay Hubbard

Joseph & Lori Amodeo

Dave & Gail Andre

Terry & Susie Babb

Judith Bigelow

Scott & Janet Bordui

Tim & Carol Borowski

Marian Buchko

Larry & Bea Cak

Kevin & Christy Carpenter

Penelope Castor

William Cope family

Jim & Gail Curto

Carolyn DeLaughter

Ada Jane Dickerson

Shirley Forney-Bates

Robert & Cynthia Gross

Michael & Carole Henderson

Ken & Carroll Hickok

Donald & Karen Highsmith

Elaine Hough

Mark & Joyce Hubbard

Beverly Huber

Patricia Huber

Dan & Vicky Klein

Delver & Jean Kutemeier

Roger & Mariellen Liggett

Michael & Connie Lohrman

Janice Malchow

Richard & Donna Martin

Ann Nita McDonald

Darryl & Pat Miller

Allan & Sally Nalbor

Joseph & Jane Nerney

Marshall & Connie Newell

Keith & Mary Nielsen

Susan Nowlin

James & Alice Jean Pappenheim

Muriel Person

Naomi Pierce & Natasha Eberly

Jeff & Diane Reimer

Mark & Sue Riester

Maxie Scott

Peggy Shaffer

Ronald & Debra Simko

Philip & Tammie Sopczak

Carl & Diane Sprehe

Steven Sutton

Mary Lou Thompson

Jacqueline Titus, 

	 Gale Titus & Sarah Brannan

Jeffrey & Brenda Versnel

Alan & Karen Waltz

Dale & Terri Williams

Rich & Kathy Zondor
	
Joan Krieter	

Matthew & Sandy Bapple

Darryl & Pat Miller
	
Ryan Lepak	

Cheri Warnke
	
George H Letz III	

Sharon Letz

Andrew Wirtz
	
Alec Matalin	

Dr. Carrie Anderson, 

	 Your Hometown Animal Hospital,LLC

Arley Blair Insurance and Financial

Michael & Tricia Bauner

Anthony & Julie Bieszczat

Bikos & Associates, CPA, PC.

Gregory & Kellie Bowers

Robert & Barbara Bowers

Lynn Cartwright, Lynnie Ques

DCMM, Inc.

DMS Industries, Inc.,

	 dba Deny Machine Shop

DP Ditola Insurance Inc.

Eric & Sumer Evans

George & Jacqueline Frank

Greater Illinois Title Company

Green Ivy Inc., 

	 dba R. Bar & Grill

Gurley Leep Automotive Family

Matthew & Lisa Hanlon

Scott R. Johnson

Josam Company

Law Offices of Karl E. Hand, P.C.

Listing Leaders Northwest Inc.

Litehouse WFG Hobart Inc

Thomas Luther & Marcia Elkin

Suzie Matalin

Moda Beauty Bar LLC

Dr. Anthony M. Puntillo & 

	 Dr. Christopher Crane, 

	 Puntillo & Crane Orthodontics, PC

Donald & Christine Rodda

Roger & Shirley Rodda

Schererville Firefighters Local 4279

Scot & Karen Simnick

Craig & Dana Spoolstra

Troy Tomasko & Julie MacDonald

Michael Troxell

Tuckaway Development LLC

Ernie Turpin

Lynn & Allen Aron VanHouten

Walter Cook Insurance Agency, Inc.

Ann McDonough	

Russell & Margaret Gertsch
	
Marco Moreno	

Marty Wheeler
	
Jack Pettit

Jessica Albaugh

Chip & Karin Pettit

Lawrence Rouge	

Terese Rouge

William "Bill" Scott	

Maxie Scott

Rob Trulley	

Keith & Mary Nielsen

Rich & Linda Svihra

John Tubbs

Patti Tubbs
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Cole Viers

Linda Viers, Chelsea & Taylor Baron

Donald R Warehime, Jr.

Beverly Huber

Barbara White on her Birthday

Craig A. White

David Wichowsky

Marge Kerr

9

With your help, young performers 
have a safer space to dance in.

A grant for $2,600 from the Crown Point Community Foundation was awarded to the 
Indiana Ballet Theatre.

The IBT is a nonprofit dance school and performing company. Its mission is to transform lives 
and enrich the community through the world of dance. For more than 40 years, IBT has 
served over 10,000 students throughout NW Indiana and the Illinois border towns. 

IBT is the only company in Northwest Indiana that has nine full length classical ballets in its 
repertoire. It is currently renovating a 1930's Georgian Revival Building and turning it into 
a cultural destination that will provide the ability to engage in all the classical arts, not 
just dance. 

The CPCF grant enabled the IBT to replace the flooring on its most used studio. "The new floor 
not only looks amazing, but it allows me to practice in a safe and professional environment," 
said a student at IBT. "It really means so much to know that other people, who are not a part 
of IBT, support and loves IBT and its dancers”

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Indiana Ballet Theatre

g l o r i a  t u o h y

f o u n d i n g  a r t i st i c  d i r e c to r / c e o

i n d i a n a  b a l l e t  t h e at r e

          t h e  n e w  f lo o r  p r ov i d e s  a  s a f e  a n d    
    h e a l t h y  s u r fa c e  f o r  t h e  d a n c e r s  a n d 
       t e a c h e r s  t h at  i s  n o w  s m o ot h 
             a n d  m i l d e w  f r e e .  t h a n k  y o u  c p c f .

i n d i a n a  b a l l e t  t h e at r e  st u d e n ts  e n j oy  t h e  n e w  f lo o r .
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This year's annual Women's Giving Circle event continued 
its tradition of community and charity.

The Women’s Giving Circle is a collective giving effort of the
Crown Point Community Foundation. This wonderful event, 
which is open to all women, pools donations of $100 or more 
from each Women’s Giving Circle attendee, which can be donated 
throughout the year. The women then gather at the annual event, on 
the second Tuesday in September, where they get to vote on which 
nonprofits will receive grants. This is an excellent way for women to 
become involved in charity and to see their generosity in action!

This year, the ladies donated an astonishing $14,000! 
They granted $7,000 at the event. $2,000 to each charity 

receiving the most votes. In addition, $1,000 will be used for a 
2023 Women's Giving Circle Scholarship.

Another $7,000 went to the Unrestricted Community Grantmaking 
Fund. This Fund provides grants to support community needs and 
programs three times each year through the grant process at the 
Foundation.

“Just being in attendance at the Women’s Giving Circle with so 
many amazing women was pure joy,” said Bonnie J. Meyer, 
President of the Community Help Network. “Then to receive one of 
the three grants was even more spectacular. I am grateful to have 
been there and to have received the grant. $2,000 will fill 400 
Buddy Bags, feeding 400 food insecure students in South Lake 

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  w o m e n ’s  g i v i n g  c i r c l e  at t e n d e e s  (f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t ) :  j u l i e  w e n d o r f ,  f i o n a  m c c a r r o l l ,  a n d  v i c k y  k l e i n   /   l e f t  to  r i g h t :  b e t t e  o e st e r l e ,  b o n n i e  j .  m e y e r , 
a n d  s a n d r a  n o e   /  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  c p c f  b o a r d  m e m b e r  c y n d i  wa l s h  a n d  d o n n a  d a u g h e r t y   /   l e f t  to  r i g h t :  e st h e r  l a m b e r t ,  s h a r o l  c a i n ,  a n d  c a r o l  h i g h s m i t h   /   l e f t  to  r i g h t :  j e n n i f e r 
v i n ov i c h ,  c a r e y  y u k i c h ,  a n d  c p c f  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  b o a r d  c h r i s a n n e  c h r i st   /   w o m e n ’s  g i v i n g  c i r c l e  at t e n d e e s  watc h  n o n p r o f i t  v i d e o  p r e s e n tat i o n s .

Women’s Giving
c i r c l e

Women’s Giving
c i r c l e

collective grantmaking event
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2022 grant recipients
grant amount: $2,000 each

	 1. 	 community help network
	
	 2. 	 northwest indiana cancer kids foundation
	
	 3. 	 open hearts therapeutic riding center

County for one weekend. We thank everyone involved in 
awarding us this grant.”

Open Hearts Therapeutic Riding Center is so excited, and 
extremely thankful to receive this grant from the CPCF Women’s 
Giving Circle," said Charlotte Liss Board of Directors, Open 
Hearts Therapeutic Riding Center. "We will finally be able to 
complete our bleacher and arena projects, making the 
environment safe for our students, volunteers, spectators, 
and horses!"

"We are so grateful to be one of the winners of the Women’s 
Giving Circle grants," said Nicole Yarrow, Executive Director of 
Northwest Indiana Cancer Kids Foundation, Inc. "The grant will 
assist our NICK families with financial aid for their medical bills."

The event, held at Crown Point Community Library, was 
sponsored by Kathy Roeser of The Roeser Group at Morgan 
Stanley and Jane Lambesis of Federated Hermes.

For more information about joining the Women's Giving Circle,  
visit www.thecpcf.org.

w o m e n ’s  g i v i n g  c i r c l e  g r a n t  r e c i p i e n ts  p o s e  w i t h  w g c ’s  s p o n s o r s  a n d  c p c f  p r e s i d e n t 
m a ry  n i e l s e n .  p i c t u r e d  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  j a n e  l a m b e s i s  o f  f e d e r at e d  h e r m e s  i n v e st m e n t ; 
c h a r lot t e  l i s s ,  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c to r s ,  o p e n  h e a r ts  t h e r a p e u t i c  r i d i n g  c e n t e r ;  n i c o l e 
ya r r o w ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c to r ,  n i c k  f o u n d at i o n ,  i n c . ;  b r i t ta n y  fa i r ,  d i r e c to r  o f  m e d i a , 
n i c k  f o u n d at i o n ,  i n c . ;  b o n n i e  j .  m e y e r ,  p r e s i d e n t ,  c o m m u n i t y  h e l p  n e t w o r k ;  c p c f 
p r e s i d e n t  m a ry  n i e l s e n ;  a n d  k at h y  r o e s e r  o f  t h e  r o e s e r  g r o u p  at  m o r g a n  sta n l e y .

WELCOME NEW 
BOARD MEMBER

p a m e l a  s e a m a n ,  d o

s o u t h  l a k e  w o m e n 's  h e a lt h ,  p . c .

PAMEL A SEAMAN, DO

Pam and her husband John are alumni of CPHS and Purdue 
University. Pam graduated from Chicago College of Osteopathic 
Medicine in 1989. A rotating internship and a residency in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology followed. The Seamans lived in 
Ogden Dunes, Michigan City and Munster before moving to 
their farm in Hebron. 

The Seamans have four children and one grandchild. Their 
eldest, Annie Pagonis is an Administrative Law Judge for the 
state of Indiana. Son Jack, a CPA, is controller at Harrington 
Steel Castings. The Seamans are currently a house divided with 
daughter Sarah at IU and Kathryn at Purdue.

In 2004 Pam opened a private gynecology practice, South 
Lake Women’s Health, in Crown Point. She has been on staff at 
Franciscan Crown Point and Pinnacle Hospital. She is a member 
of the American College of Osteopathic Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists and the American Osteopathic Association.

Pam served on the board of directors of St. Anthony Hospital 
Michigan City. She was Chairman of the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology Department. She has been involved 
in numerous organizations supporting youth programs.

Pam is looking forward to working to support CPCF in its mission 
to improve lives in South Lake County.

The Board of Directors
play an integral role in 
the Crown Point Community 
Foundation. They select the 
recipients of CPCF grants, 
help to solicit donations, 
and promote the Foundation 
throughout the community. 
We are proud to welcome 
our newest board member, 
Pamela Seaman, DO.

11



12  | c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n   |   n ov e m b e r  2022

DONATIONS
AUGUST 10, 2022 - OCTOBER 31, 2022

A
A to Z Storage Center LLC

Mary Ann Abraham

Airey Financial Group, 

	 Kirsten Airey & Jeffrey Limbaugh

Lynn Almaguer

Trish Alt

AmazonSmile Foundation

Thomas & Kathryn Anderson

Dave & Gail Andre

Janice Anthony

Charles & Rebecca Arms

David & Dorothy Austgen

B
Irene Bairaktaris

Aileen Balazs

Kathy Balazs-Williams

Barney Family Foundation,

	  John & Ann Barney

David & Helen Batusic

Kelly Bermes

Ted Borggren & Jacqueline Stuck-Borggren

Bethany Borgo

Suzanne Borto

Gary & Indira Brigham

Sam & Sheila Brune

C
Juliana Caffarini
Ann Cain
Dan & Sharol Cain
Fred & Katherine Chariton
Mark & Chrisanne Christ
Ryan & Linda Collier

D
D&D Napa Inc

Michael Daugherty & Donna Sapone Daugherty

Suzanne Demmond

Eric & Robin Dillon

Raymond & Donna Doherty

Michelle Duffy

E
EcoBlock Manufacturing

F
First National Bank

Merlin Foresman

Shirley Forney-Bates

Scott & Maureena Foster

Ronald & Marian Fricke

G
Julie Gardner

Ray Gildea

Gregory & Diane Gordon

Joseph Granger, Comsweep

H
Crystal Harrigan-Barry

Cathy Hicks

Steve & Carol Highsmith

Atty. Thomas K. Hoffman

Anna Holem

Chuck & Darlene Hopp

Arliss Hove

Dave & Deb Huber

James & Jenny Hutton

J
John W. Anderson Foundation, 

	 William Vinovich

Dean & Sara Jones, 

	 Mirar Development, Inc.

K
Judith Kaleta

Brett Keeler

Jack & Diane Kemp

William Kennedy

Dawn Kepshire

William & Karen Kuhn

L
James & Esther Lambert

Mary Jo Lane

Judith Lazar

Jerald Lebeau

Steve & Kathy Lessner

LGS Plumbing

Adam & Crystal Ligda

Roger & Mariellen Liggett

Corey & Charlotte Liss, 

	 Liss CARSTAR Collision Center, Inc.

Tom & Kathy Liss

Louise Luchene

M
James & Carol Main

Charles & Fiona McCarroll

James & Phyllis McDonald

Timothy & Nancy McKenna

Mary Anne McLean

Terry McMahon, 

	 McMahon & Associates, CPA's PC

Bonnie Meyer

Darryl & Pat Miller

Ralph & LouAnn Miller

Millwrights Local Union 1076

Dawson & Brenda Morgan

N
Allan & Sally Nalbor

Joseph & Jane Nerney

Alexander Nickla, 

	 The Nickla Group, LLC

Lewis & Sandra Noe

Nicole Nowicki

O
Kathy O'Brien

Lori O'Brien

Richard & Bette Oesterle

P
Roger & Donna Pace

Joan Parducci

Phil & Son, Inc

Jennifer Prybys

Q
Rachel Quiroz
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R
Cornel & Karen Raab

Bill & Jan Rattazzi

Margaret Ricci

Mark & Sue Riester

Patrick & Jennifer Ritter

Rizo Insurance Agency LLC

S
Alvin & Kathryn Schmidt

Lisa Schneider

Bridget Schroeder

Robert & Karen Schrum

Timothy & Peggy Sendak

Mark & Deborah Snedden

Tammie Sopczak

Mary Steele

Sandra L. Stevens

Vicki Stojkovich

T
Suzanne Teesdale

Brett Thompson

Nancy Tilka

Mary Tracy-MacAulay

V
Thomas & Barbara Van Prooyen, 

	 Schepel Buick-GMC

W
Jeremy Michael Walker

Melissa Walley

Timothy & Cyndi Walsh, 

	 Walsh Advisors Inc.

Ronda Waters

Mark & Julie Wendorf

Wipeco Inc.

Suzann Wright

Y
Nicole Yarrow

Z
David Zambon,

	 USA Tools LLC

Todd & Julie Zasada

Ziese & Sons Excavating, Inc.

Lauren Zurbriggen

Scholarship Applications Open January 6, 2023 for Graduating 
High School Students, College Students and Adult Learners.

Apply online beginning January 6, 2023 by following the link on our website, www.thecpcf.org. 
Deadline for applications will be Friday, February 17, 2023.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
OPEN JANUARY 2023
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HONORARIUMS
AUGUST 10, 2022 - OCTOBER 31, 2022

Wayne Gruber on 
his Birthday

Dave & Donna Bashore

Kathy Bitting

Joan Brasa

Patti & Dave Chorba

Larry & Diana Chupp

Dana DeVries

John & Beth Ann Doppler

Earl & Cindy Elder

Edward & Judy Erdelac

Ginger Fenes & Larry Hott

James & Mary Fiene

Michael & Elizabeth Garritson

Ted & Kathleen Hansen

Debra Hines & Mike Hawkins

Adam & Diane Hoekstra

Scott Hogg

Bob & Louise Hooper

Rosellen Kozel

Garrett & Christie Knesek

Mary Beth Kryda

Robert & Kathleen Labus

Ruth Loprete

Judith Lueder

Karen Maddalone

Kenneth & Marianne Manning

Edward & Shelly McGuire

Joseph & Roseanne Michelini

Dawson & Brenda Morgan

Charles  & Sally Mroz

Allan & Sally Nalbor

Barbara Neary

Lorna Nietzel

Mark & Jackie Obszanski

Carl & Audrey Persinger

Faye Platt

Mark Platt

Andrew & Cynthia Polk

Arlen Reinstra

James & Susan Rush

Susan Schurg

Vince & Connie Scuderi

Gerri Shaw

Ray & Eleanor Snemis

Sandra Stevens

Randy & Joyce Thomason

Joyce Tolan

Chad & Corina Warren

Sharon Waspi

Rex & Kimberly  White

Ken & Laura Witt
	
Debbie Gordon Iddings

Kyle, Elizabeth, Annabelle & 

	 Cecilia Smith

Louise Luchene on 
her Birthday

Thomas & Janice Anthony

R. C. & Wanda Ashcraft

Craig & Deborah Earley

Kristin Essary

Joan Fletcher

James & Pamela Kaiser

Russell Kuykendall

Nicholas & Doris Mager

Beverly Miller

Daniel & Kathleen Ryan

Charles Snyder
	
Janice Morris

Dr. Janell Harvey

April Schaefer 
on her Birthday

Kenneth & Rita Backe

Robert Remington VanSlyke 
on his Birthday

Jeanne VanSlyke-Huddleston

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

WHY WE GIVE:  As a community bank, we’re 
committed to public service, and we’ve made it 
our business to be on top of and involved in what is 
happening locally. It’s a tradition that employees of 
Peoples Bank have embraced for more than 100 years. 
Every day, we help keep our customers’ finances moving 
forward by using local knowledge to deliver high-quality 
services and products to suit their unique needs. With that 
same dedication, we help move our communities forward 
by finding creative ways to provide support to the many 
organizations that approach us for assistance. 

MISSION:  Since 1910, Peoples Bank has maintained 
a commitment to helping our customers and communities 
be more successful. We strive to be a value-driven Bank 
for all of our stakeholders and focus on bringing capital 
back to the communities we serve. At Peoples, it’s our 
commitment to offer the best service that our customers 
can find through engagement and technologies that will 
enhance the customer experience.

www.ibankpeoples.com

Campagna Academy:  
On February 8th, 2022, Peoples 
Bank’s Community First Committee 
presented a donation check 
to Campagna Academy, an 
organization committed to making 
a difference in the lives of 
at-risk youth.

Unite and Fight:
On October 2nd, 2022, Peoples 

Bank employees participated in the 
Unite and Fight Cancer Walk and 5k 
Run in Munster, IN. Proceeds from the 
annual fundraiser support the Cancer 

Resource Centre in their mission to 
provide services & resources free of 

charge to cancer patients & their families.

Meals on Wheels: 
During the month of September, 2022, Assist. Banking 
Center Manager Melanie Krcmery dedicated her time 

to volunteering at Meals on Wheels of NWI.

>

>

>
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Five Questions for

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, ASSET DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE  & GRANT/SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Dean Jones

1.	What attracted you to the Crown Point 
	 Community Foundation?	

	 I came to know the good that the foundation has done over the years 

	 and saw first hand the impact the foundation has had on so many 

	 lives. Our company has a great professional relationship with a 

	 current board member and he approached me about becoming a 

	 board member. Why wouldn’t I want to be a part of such a special 

	 group? For me it was a slam dunk and I was honored to be asked.

2.	When were you most satisfied in your job? 

	 Last year, my wife put together a 30-year work 

	 anniversary dinner party for me and several of our 

	 clients that we’ve built for through the years. It was 

	 very gratifying to see all those happy faces and know 

	 that you did something that you could be proud of 

	 for these great people.

3. 	What are you most proud of?  

	 The easy answer is my family. My wife and I are 

	 blessed to have three fantastic kids and it’s so 

	 exciting to see them grow, go out into the world 

	 and do some pretty cool things.

4. 	What do you like to do for fun?	

	 I enjoy down time with my family when we can all just relax and 	

	 enjoy each other’s company. I'm also a huge sports fan, enjoy 

	 boating time and travel.

5.	What is your advice to have fulfillment in retirement?

	 What's retirement?

		

Dean Jones moved around a lot growing up, living in five different states by 

the time he was 14. His family settled in Indiana when he was a teenager. 

Dean attended Butler University, where he met his wife, Sara and earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration. They settled in Crown 

Point where they raised three children, setting down the roots that Dean didn't 

have as a child, and he embarked on a 30+ year career as a builder.

5
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CREATING A BETTER FUTURE 
              IN SOUTH LAKE COUNTY​

PO Box 522
Crown Point, IN 46308

Community Partners are local companies or individuals who join forces with the Crown Point 
Community Foundation to promote and expand philanthropy, address community issues, and 
develop nonprofit excellence.

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

eugene & jean wease

john & ann barney
family foundation

h o f f m a n
charitable foundation

Upcoming Crown Point Community Foundation Events:

Holiday Get Together  |  Thursday, December 15, 2022  |  Old Courthouse, Maki Ballroom from 5:00 - 7:00pm

Scholarship Applications for Graduating High School Students, College Students and Adult Learners Open  |  Friday, January 6, 2023

Volunteer Fair  |  Saturday, March 4, 2023

T O G E T H E R  W E  B U I L D  A  B E T T E R  T O M O R R O W
The Crown Point Community Foundation is a public charity. Small donations are 

just as important as large donations to make sure that we serve the public’s best interests.

O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  D O E S  N O T  C O M E  F R O M  J U S T  O N E  P E R S O N , 

O N E  FA M I LY,  O R  O N E  C O M PA N Y  B U T  A  S T E A DY  S T R E A M  O F  C O N T R I B U T I O N S 

F R O M  A  B R O A D  C R O S S - S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L  P U B L I C . 

If you have a cause you care about in the community, we have a fund to support your interest. It’s easy to make a donation. 
Mail your check today in the enclosed envelope provided or simply donate online at: thecpcf.org/donate.html. 

We invite you to be a part of your public Foundation so that together we can do more good things in our community!


