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m a r y  b. n i e l s e n

p r e s i d e n t

m a r y  b. n i e l s e n

Tripling the Impact of Your Generosity this Holiday Season!

As the holiday season wraps us in its festive embrace, our hearts often turn to the joys 
of the season: the sparkle of lights, the melody of carols, and cherished moments with 
loved ones. These experiences bring happiness, yet the most profound and lasting joy 
comes from a deeper source – the act of giving. This holiday season, the Crown Point 
Community Foundation (CPCF) offers you a unique opportunity to triple the impact of 
your generosity.
 
Thanks to the generosity of Lilly Endowment Inc., we are thrilled to announce a 
$2 for $1 Matching Challenge. This exciting opportunity allows you to triple the impact 
of any gift to an unrestricted fund, turning a $100 donation into a $300 contribution to 
our community. Imagine the difference your amplified gift can make!

When you contribute to the unrestricted CPCF Community Grantmaking Fund or 
any named unrestricted fund, you become an integral part of our mission. Your 
generosity reaches into the heart of our community, supporting local nonprofits, 
providing essential services, and investing in educational opportunities. Each dollar 
you give helps to weave a stronger social fabric for our community, creating a brighter 
and more resilient future for all.
 
Throughout this newsletter you'll read how lives are being positively impacted because 
of the generosity of our many donors and friends of the Foundation.

We invite you to join us in this meaningful journey. Your gift is more than a donation – 
it's a commitment to our community. Together, we can make a significant impact, and 
continue to shape a more prosperous future for South Lake County.
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff at the Crown Point Community 
Foundation, we express our deepest gratitude for your ongoing support and partnership. 
Let's embrace this season of giving with open hearts and generous spirits, transforming 
our community one gift at a time. Wishing you and your loved ones a joyful and safe 
holiday season.

LE T TER FROM 
THE PRESIDENT
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    i n d i a n a  p l a n  s h o w e d  m e  t h e 
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       i n to  a n  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p .

e a r n e s t  w e a k l e y

i n d i a n a  p l a n  t r a i n e e
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              at  t h e  c p c f ,  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  2024
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With your help, more diverse workers have the opportunity 
to learn the trades.

The Crown Point Community Foundation awarded a grant for 
$8,600 to Indiana Plan.

The purpose of the Indiana Plan Pre-Apprenticeship Construction 
Training Program is to address the shortage of minority and women 
workers in the construction building trades. Indiana Plan works with 
local trade unions and signatory contractors to create opportunities 
for minorities and women to gain on the job training.

"The impact of our pre-apprenticeship training program is its ability 
to successfully recruit a diverse group of people and equip them with 
the knowledge and skill sets to gain acceptance into a unionized 
construction trade apprenticeship," said Indiana Plan Area Director 
Roman Bronson.

Here are some of the free benefits a trainee with Indiana Plan receives:

•	 An introduction to Construction Math/Spatial Awareness 
	 with a focus on passing the various Trades' aptitude tests.
•	 Mock interviews supervised and critiqued by a union tradesperson.
•	 Tours of Apprenticeship facilities with presentations by 
 	 Apprenticeship Coordinators and/or Union officials.
•	 OSHA 10 certification for general construction site safety.
•	 Eligibility to be placed on a jobsite for real-world experience.
•	 A year of personal, ongoing mentoring by the Area Director.

The CPCF grant helped to provide these free benefits to Indiana Plan 
trainees. For more information, visit www.indianaplan.org.

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Indiana Plan

r o m a n  b r o n s o n

a r e a  d i r e c to r

i n d i a n a  p l a n 

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  l e f t :  t r a i n i n g  s i t e  to u r  f o r  u n i t e d  a s s o c i at i o n  (u a ) p l u m b e r s  lo c a l  u n i o n  210  /  t r a i n i n g  s i t e  to u r  f o r  i n t e r n at i o n a l  b r ot h e r h o o d  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  w o r k e r s 
( i b e w ) lo c a l  u n i o n  697 e l e c t r i c i a n s   /  t r a i n i n g  s i t e  to u r  f o r  i n t e r n at i o n a l  u n i o n  o f  o p e r at i n g  e n g i n e e r s  ( i u o e ) lo c a l  u n i o n  150 h e av y  e q u i p m e n t  o p e r ato r s .

w e  a r e  i n c r e d i b ly  g r at e f u l  f o r  t h e  p o w e r f u l 
    m o r a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  c r o w n  p o i n t 
f o u n d at i o n .  w i t h  y o u r  a s s i sta n c e ,  w e  h av e  b e e n 
        a b l e  to  e x pa n d  o u r  p r o g r a m  c a pa c i t y  a s  w e l l 
   a s  p r ov i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  to  t r a i n e e s .
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COMMUNITY GRANTS
THE CPCF AWARDED $129,471.00 IN UNRESTRICTED COMMUNITY GRANTS IN THE SEPTEMBER CYCLE.

Animal Related - $7,500.00
Humane Indiana - $7,500.00
To provide innovative, community-centered, and collaborative solutions to 
challenges for 1,000 people and 400 homeless, abandoned, and at-risk 
pets in South Lake County as we face a crisis in care.

Arts, Culture - $10,000.00
Northwest Indiana Symphony Society - $10,000.00
Northwest Indiana Symphony 82nd Season Support.

Community Improvement - $5,000.00
First Presbyterian Church of Crown Point - $5,000.00
To help replace old, worn out HVAC equipment.

Education - $10,000.00
CPHS Vex Robotics - match up to $5,000.00
To support the 2023-2024 High School Competitive Robotics 
Season - Students at CPHS compete in tournaments across the state 
in two leagues, FIRST and VEX.

Junior Achievement of Chicago - $5,000.00
JA BizTown combines in-class learning with a day-long visit to a 
simulated town, allowing students to operate banks, manage restaurants, 
write checks & connect what they learn in school with the real world.

Food, Nutrition, Agriculture - $15,000.00
Holy Spirit / St. Vincent DePaul - $7,500.00
Continue to provide much needed food items to our food insecure 
neighbors in Northwest Indiana.

TradeWinds Services - $7,500.00
To support the TradeWinds Community Pantry.

Health - $6,500.00
Cancer Resource Center - $3,000.00
To support the National Cancer Survivors Day annual event that brings 
cancer survivors & supporters together to celebrate as one, and additional 
Cancer Resource Center programs to support those in need on a daily basis.

Hanover Junior Wildcat Football - match up to $2,000.00
To provide 15 new helmets to the Hanover Junior Wildcat Football team.

Red Cedars Social Work Department
(Hanover Community School Corp) - $1,500.00
To support the Red Cedars Caring Closet providing necessities for 
students in need.

Human Services - $51,371.00
Best Buddies - $2,500.00
Friendship programs build one-to-one friendships for people with and 
without intellectual and developmental disorders (IDD), helping people to
form meaningful connections, gain self-confidence and self-esteem, and 
improve inclusion for all.

Chicagoland Immigrant Welcome Network - $2,500.00
To support TWN providing direct immigrant and asylum seeking 
legal services to NWI through the assistance of non-attorney 

DOJ OLAP representatives and providing community services through its 
Asylum-Seeking Hosting Program and Refugee Resettlement Services.

Dunes Dog Training Club (Pets N Vets) - $6,000.00
To support U.S. Military Veterans with PTSD and/or Traumatic Brain Injuries 
in training their dogs for better companions, emotional support, therapy dogs, 
and/or service dogs with “no cost” training.

Golden Hope Ministries - $3,812
Create resource bags containing information pertaining to child grief and 
information about our group services, for distribution to community groups for 
use in supporting local families who are grieving.

Hearts In Motion - $3,000.00
To support the New Directions program assisting families who have faced 
hardship through domestic violence, a house fire, or homelessness transition 
into a new home.

Make-A-Wish (Ohio, Kentucky & Indiana) - $7,100.00
Help support the granting of a wish for a critically ill child in Crown Point, Indiana.

Mental Health America of Northwest Indiana - $7,500.00
To support the I’m Thumbody Special program presented to 3rd grade students 
in classrooms in NWI, encouraging children to see differences as valuable while 
promoting respect for self and others to reduce bullying.

Mommy’s Haven - $7,000.00
To provide weekly therapy meetings for the pregnant women and new mothers 
who are living at Mommy’s Haven’s Maternity Home.

Rotary Club of Crown Point - $5,000.00
Supporting the annual Shoes for Kids program to help local low income 
families receive new shoes for their elementary age children.

St. Jude House - $6,959.00
To replace its existing and outdated security system with a new one to ensure 
the safety and security of clients and staff.

Public Safety - $9,600.00
Lowell Police Department - $9,600.00
To support advanced ground survival self defense training to police officers 
in South Lake County.

Youth Development - $14,500.00
Girls on the Run of Northwest Indiana - $2,500.00 
($2,266.88 CPCF Community Grantmaking Fund + $233.12 The Manis 
Family Fund)*
To provide scholarship assistance to girls in South Lake County so they can be 
a part of their Girls on the Run team to be joyful, healthy and confident through 
social-emotional learning and physical activity.

Lakeshore Public Media - $7,000.00 
($4,669.44 CPCF Community Grantmaking Fund + $2,330.56 Community 
Literacy Fund)*
Free event to connect local families with resources from PBS KIDS as well as other 
local community partners that make learning fun and exciting. Attendees will also 
have the chance to meet a popular PBS KIDS character.

Youth for Christ - match up to $5,000.00
Connecting with Hanover Central Teens for Success.

*Field of Interest Fund
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TRIPLE YOUR YEAR-END GIVING WITH A

Match Opportunity!$2 FOR $1

With the holidays just around the corner, the Crown Point 
Community Foundation offers many ways and opportunities 
to share your gifts with the community to provide resources 
to address ever-changing needs.

"We all have so much to be thankful for and the holiday's are a 
great time to consider giving back," said Crown Point Community 
Foundation Chairman Michael Dexter. "Gifts come in all sizes from 
cash to shares of stock. If you have a passion about a nonprofit that 
you would like to help, please consider the CPCF to help you with 
that special gift and life time legacy!"

And now, your donation can go even further. Lilly Endowment Inc. 
has launched the eighth phase of its Giving Indiana Funds 
for Tomorrow (GIFT) initiative, allocating up to $210 million to 
help Indiana community foundations strengthen the quality of life 

in the towns, cities, and counties they serve. The GIFT initiative is 
based upon Lilly Endowment’s longstanding belief that community 
foundations are uniquely positioned to play central roles in building 
the prosperity of communities throughout Indiana.

As part of this initiative, Lilly Endowment has announced a 
Matching Fund Grant, which will enable the Crown Point 
Community Foundation to further develop its unrestricted assets.

Thanks to this Matching Fund Grant, every dollar that is donated 
to the unrestricted CPCF Community Grantmaking Fund or any 
named unrestricted fund, will be matched by Lilly Endowment. 
So, a gift of $100 becomes $300, a gift of $5,000 becomes 
$15,000 — every dollar is tripled. The CPCF has over 74 
Unrestricted Funds that support grantmaking in South Lake 

     i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  h o l i d ay 
s e a s o n ,  w h at  a  b e t t e r  way  to 
   s h o w  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r 
     e n h a n c i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e     
        i n  s o u t h  l a k e  c o u n t y 
  t h a n  to  m a k e  a  y e a r - e n d  g i f t 
       to  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t 
           c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n . 

d a n i e l  r o o t

c p c f  b o a r d  m e m b e r

S O U T H  L A K E  C O U N T Y

Strengthening
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County. CPCF's Grant Committee utilizes these funds to support 
nonprofit organizations making South Lake County a better 
place to work, live, and play.

Match Timeline is October 1, 2023 - December 31, 2025 or 
until the funding has been expended.

“We are incredibly excited to be part of the next phase of the 
GIFT initiative,” said Mary Nielsen, CPCF President. “These 
generous grants empower foundations like the CPCF to make a 
profound and lasting positive impact in the communities we serve. 
And now, thanks to Lilly Endowment's Matching Fund Grant, your 
generous donation can go even further."

Giving to the Crown Point Community Foundation makes a 
difference in the lives of our families, friends and neighbors. Here 
are just a few of the organizations that grants from our unrestricted 
funds have made a positive impact on this year:

"As a Food Bank of NW Indiana partner our goal is to serve Lake 
& Porter County residents needing a helping hand to aid in reducing 
food insecurity," said Jon Gold, TradeWinds Services CEO. "We 

could not continue this much-needed service without the support of 
local community volunteers, businesses, and grants from foundations 
like CPCF. We are so grateful for their assistance enabling us to 
provide this service to the community."

“This generous grant from CPCF allowed Pack Away Hunger to 
team up with more than 200 volunteers to pack more than 100,000 
meals for food insecure Northwest Indiana residents," said Abigail 
Harlan, Executive Director of Pack Away Hunger. "This community 
connection between CPCF and PAH continues a wonderful 
partnership of working together to enrich the lives of South Lake 
County residents.”

"Restoring rotted window sashes and sills is not a high impact 
project from the visitor's perspective," explains Julie Zasada,
Executive Director of the Cedar Lake Historical Association which 
operates The Museum at Lassen's Resort in Cedar Lake, "but as
caretakers of a 102-year old building, it is a very high priority for us. 
Fortifying the structural integrity and protection from the elements will 
ensure that this historic gem will be appreciated by the generations 
that follow us."

p h oto s :  (c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t )  pa c k  away  h u n g e r  t e a m s  u p  w i t h  v o l u n t e e r s  to  pa c k  m e a l s  f o r  f o o d  i n s e c u r e  n w i  r e s i d e n ts   /   c h a l l e n g e r  l e a r n i n g  c e n t e r  o f  n o r t h w e st  i n d i a n a 
i n c r e a s e s  st e m  a c c e s s  to  n e a r ly  2,000 st u d e n ts  d u r i n g  s u m m e r  c a m p   /  c e d a r  l a k e  h i sto r i c a l  a s s o c i at i o n  r e p l a c e s  w i n d o w  s a s h e s  a n d  s i l l s  to  p r ot e c t  t h e  m u s e u m  f r o m  t h e  e l e m e n ts  
/   t h e  h u m a n e  s o c i e t y  o f  h o b a r t  s av e d  h o m e l e s s  p e ts '  l i v e s  i n  n w i  b y  p r ov i d i n g  v e t e r i n a ry  c a r e  a n d  va c c i n e s  to  k e e p  t h e m  h e a l t h y  a n d  to  p r e pa r e  t h e m  f o r  a d o p t i o n   /  lo w e l l 
p o l i c e  d e pa r t m e n t  e x pa n d s  g r o u n d  s u r v i va l  s e l f - d e f e n s e  t r a i n i n g  w h i c h  a l lo w s  o f f i c e r s  to  u s e  t e c h n i q u e s  t h at  a r e  l e s s  l i k e ly  to  r e s u l t  i n  i n j u r i e s  to  t h e  o f f e n d e r s  o r  t h e m s e lv e s   /  
t r a d e w i n d s  c o m m u n i t y  pa n t ry  h e l p s  f o o d - i n s e c u r e  fa m i l i e s  i n  l a k e  c o u n t y  w h i l e  g i v i n g  t r a d e w i n d s  pa r t i c i pa n ts  w i t h  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  a n d  p h ys i c a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  h a n d s - o n  t r a i n i n g .
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With your help, children have another tool for developing 
a positive outlook.

A $7,500 grant from the Crown Point Community Foundation 
was awarded to the Mental Health America of Northwest 
Indiana (MHANWI).

MHANWI is a mental health agency with a unique focus on 
early intervention and prevention. Their mission is to transform the 
community through proven programs that educate, empower 
and strengthen the way individuals and families function for life. 

MHANWI presents an I'm Thumbody Special program for 
elementary school students. The program focuses on mental health, 
self-identity, feelings and emotions, talking to a trusted adult, seeing 
differences as valuable and fostering respect for self and others to 
reduce bullying. The thumbprint logo was chosen as it represents the 
uniqueness of an individual. Just as no two thumbprints are alike, no 
two people are alike.

I'm Thumbody Special builds healthy self-concepts; instills 

feelings of self-worth, individuality and responsibility; develops an 
understanding of each person's unique skills and interests and the 
value of their differences, strengths and individuality; and enhances 
self-awareness. The interaction with the students includes a 
discussion on the positive value of difference and how to change 
negative thoughts to positive thoughts.

"In a follow-up survey from MacArthur Elementary School, 98% of 
the students indicated they knew what self-esteem was; 98% enjoyed 
participating in I'm Thumbody Special, and 100% indicated what 
they learned will help them feel better about themselves and will help 
them get along better with others," said Kimberly Smith, Vice 
President of Operations at MHANWI.

The CPCF grant will help MHANNWI to present the I'm Somebody 
Special program to third grade classes throughout Lake County. For 
more information, please visit www.mhanwi.org.

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Mental Health America of NWI

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  m a c a r t h u r  e l e m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  st u d e n ts  e n j oy  t h e  i 'm  t h u m b o d y  s p e c i a l  p r e s e n tat i o n  i n  t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m   /  st u d e n ts  p r e s s  t h e i r  t h u m b p r i n ts 
o n  pa p e r   /   u s i n g  a  m a g n i f y  g l a s s ,  st u d e n ts  d i s c ov e r  t h e  pat t e r n  i n  t h e i r  t h u m b p r i n ts .

f e e d b a c k  f r o m  m a c a r t h u r  t e a c h e r 
w h o s e  st u d e n ts  pa r t i c i pat e d  i n  m h a n w i 's 
i 'm  t h u m b o d y  s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m 

       t h e  st u d e n ts  w e r e  e n g a g e d  t h e  w h o l e  t i m e 
a n d  e n j oy e d  f i g u r i n g  o u t  t h e i r  t h u m b p r i n ts .
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MEMORIALS
Gordon Bates' Birthday	

Shirley Forney-Bates
	
Nona Brady

Katherine Chariton
	
Robert "Bob" Brown	

The Card Family

Tri*Star Pipe and Supply
	
Wilbert E. & Betty Jane E. Buth

Eugene & Linda Matzat
	
Amy Burich Cucio	

Thomas Elder & Susan Driscoll Elder
	
John S. Dull	

The Barce Family

Hydie & John Cavoulas

Patricia Conway

Eileen Corelli

Janet Curley

Debbie Edwards

Joseph Irak

Debbie O'Meara

Popovich Dental Corporation

	 Natalie J. Popovich & 

	 James G. Popovich 

Ray & Sandi Radoja

Karen Siler
	
Mary Geimer	

Jeffery & Martha Sapp
	
Jacqueline Mary Gutierrez	

Marge & Melissa Kerr
	
Denise Horton	

Irene Gentleman
	
Isabella Howie Keyes	

Anonymous

Kay Hubbard	

Scott & Janet Bordui

BJ Hubbard

Edward G. & 
Katherine R. Gerlach Huber

Joe & Mary Kay Rowe

Jean Johnson	

Chuck & Darlene Hopp
	
Jean Ann Johnston	

Charlotte Fedorchak
	
Tom Marshall	

Denise Bashore
	
Ken McEntire	

Helen McEntire

Bryan Niedert	

Stacy Niedert
	
Michael O'Brien	

James Crisman

Cheri Emery & family

Gus & Michelle Katsaros

	 Tri Kappa

Marge Kerr

Dan & Vicky Klein

Randy & Mary Jane Lewis

Roger & Mariellen Liggett

Dale & Sandra Oliver
	
Jack Pettit

Chip & Karin Pettit

Jessica  Pettit Albaugh

Beatrice "Betty" Reba	

Katherine Dluzak

Mary Edna Sewell	

Gilbert & Gail Stiener

Kenneth Smith

Chuck & Darlene Hopp

Robert Remington 
Vanslyke Sr.	

Jeanne VanSlyke-Huddleston

Cole Viers	

Linda Viers & Chelsea & Taylor Baran

Barbara White's Birthday	

Craig White

AUGUST 1, 2023 - OCTOBER 31, 2023 WELCOME NEW 
BOARD MEMBER

j e n n i f e r  l i n s l e y

c r o w n  p o i n t  s c h o o l s

JENNIFER L INSLEY

Jennifer graduated from Crown Point High School and was 

very active in cheerleading and multiple clubs. She earned 

her bachelor’s degree from Butler University in secondary 

education and English. 

Jennifer taught high school English at Merrillville High 

School for five years while she earned her master’s degree 

in administration from Purdue. She has been an administrator 

in Crown Point since 2000 and has been the principal at 

Jerry Ross Elementary School since 2003. She was awarded 

the 2023 Crown Point Administrator of the Year.

Jennifer is still very passionate about education and has 

completed one year of a doctoral program at Johns Hopkins 

University and is studying Educational Neuroscience. She 

has two grown sons who live in Crown Point. Her hobbies 

include biking, hiking, camping, and baking.

Jennifer is absolutely thrilled to be a part of the Crown Point 

Community Foundation Board. She is passionate about the 

Foundation's mission to improve lives in South Lake County 

and is eager to contribute her time and skills to this important 

cause. With Jennifer's induction to the Board, it will continue 

to strengthen our impact in the community.

The Board of Directors
play an integral role in 
the Crown Point Community 
Foundation. They select the 
recipients of CPCF grants, 
help to solicit donations, 
and promote the Foundation 
throughout the community. 
We are proud to welcome 
our newest board member, 
Jennifer Linsley.

9
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This year's annual Women's Giving Circle event continued 
its tradition of community and charity.

The Women’s Giving Circle is a collective giving effort of the
Crown Point Community Foundation. This wonderful event, 
which is open to all women, pools donations of $100 or more 
from each Women’s Giving Circle attendee, which can be donated 
throughout the year. The women then gather at the annual event, on 
the second Tuesday in September, where they get to vote on which 
nonprofits will receive grants. This is an excellent way for women to 
become involved in charity and to see their generosity in action!

This year, the ladies donated an astonishing $18,500! 
They granted $8,000 at the event. $2,000 to each charity 

receiving the most votes. In addition, $2,500 will be used for a 
2024 Women's Giving Circle Scholarship.

Another $8,000 went to the CPCF Unrestricted Community 
Grantmaking Fund. This Fund provides grants to support community 
needs and programs three times each year through the grant 
process at the Foundation.

“The Annual Women’s Giving Circle is an event I eagerly look 
forward to attending,” expressed Indira Brigham, CPCF Board 
Member. “There are so many generous ladies who enjoy 
camaraderie, delicious food, and most importantly, empowering 
local charities with the resources they require to support our 
community members. The experience is incredibly uplifting!”

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  w o m e n ’s  g i v i n g  c i r c l e  at t e n d e e s  (f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t ) :  j a n e  l a m b e s i s  o f  f e d e r at e d  h e r m e s ;  c p c f  b o a r d  m e m b e r  c y n d i  wa l s h ;  k at h y  r o e s e r  o f  t h e  r o e s e r 
g r o u p  at  m o r g a n  sta n l e y ;  c p c f  p r e s i d e n t  m a ry  n i e l s e n   /  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  c p c f  b o a r d  m e m b e r  pa m e l a  s e a m a n ,  d o  a n d  d r .  j a n e l l  h a r v e y   /   l e f t  to  r i g h t :  n a n c y  l e a r ;  l o u a n n m i l l e r ;  j u l i e 
z a s a d a ;  a n d  j e n n i f e r  f r a z i e r   /   w o m e n ’s  g i v i n g  c i r c l e  at t e n d e e s  e n j oy  a  p r e s e n tat i o n  f r o m  n i c o l e  ya r r o w ,  n i c k  f o u n d at i o n ’s  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c to r   /   l e f t  to  r i g h t :  s a r a  j o n e s  a n d 
c a r o l  h i g h s m i t h   /   ( l e f t  to  r i g h t ):  l a u r e n  m a u k ;  b a r b a r a  g e d e r i a n  m u c k e l ;  a n d  m e l i s s a  a n d e r s o n .

Women’s Giving
c i r c l e

Women’s Giving
c i r c l e

collective grantmaking event
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“We at Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Northwest Indiana strive 
to offer after-school educational programming that sets kids up 
to grow and be successful,” said Dan Welch, Cedar Lake Club 
Director. “With the generous funding from the CPCF’s Women’s 
Giving Circle, we intend to enhance our academic enrichment of 
young people by purchasing new iPads. Kids use these daily for 
homework help as well as educational games and activities. 
Collectively, we can strengthen our community, one kid at a time.”

"At the Women's Giving Circle Collective Grantmaking Event, 
women unite to build powerful connections while gaining 
profound insight into the needs of our community," said Mary 
Nielsen, President of the Crown Point Community Foundation. 
"We warmly invite every woman in South Lake County to 
experience the transformative power of collective giving. 
Together, we can make a significant and lasting impact on 
the communities we call home."

"We are so grateful for the support of our community and to have 
received this grant," said Nicole Yarrow, Executive Director of 
Northwest Indiana Cancer Kids Foundation, Inc. "The need for 
childhood cancer family support in our community is needed 
more than most people realize. The grant will be used towards 
our Family Base Donation that we send to every new cancer 
family we receive a referral for."

The Women’s Giving Circle is one of my favorite events of the 
year," said Chrisanne Christ, CPCF Board Member. "It is like a 
reunion; I get to reconnect with wonderful women that share my 
commitment to our communities. The only hard part is voting, all 
the grant requesters are fantastic! This is such a fun evening, and 
we appreciate the CPCF offering us this annual opportunity to 
support the work these amazing organizations are doing!" 

"Everyone here at Community Help Network is so excited that 
we were once again chosen for a WGC Grant," stated Bonnie J. 
Meyer, Executive Director, Community Help Network, Inc. "We 
are beyond grateful. $2,000 will fill 400 Buddy Bags!"

“We are extremely grateful to the Crown Point Community 
Foundation Women’s Giving Circle for coming together and 
supporting so many for-purpose organizations," said Ryan 
Elinkowski, Executive Director, St. Jude House, Inc. "This grant 
will be utilized to provide survivor engagement activities at 
St. Jude House to ensure survivors of domestic violence feel 
supported and heard.”

2023 grant recipients
grant amount: $2,000 each

	 1. 	 boys & girls clubs of greater northwest indiana	
	 2. 	 community help network	
	 3. 	 northwest indiana cancer kids foundation

	 4. 	 st. jude house

w o m e n ’s  g i v i n g  c i r c l e  g r a n t  r e c i p i e n ts  p o s e  w i t h  w g c ’s  s p o n s o r s  a n d  c p c f  p r e s i d e n t 
m a ry  n i e l s e n .  p i c t u r e d  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  k at i e  s ly ,  c p c f  p r o g r a m  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t 
o f f i c e r ;  n i c o l e  ya r r o w ,  n i c k  f o u n d at i o n ’s  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c to r ;  c p c f  b o a r d  m e m b e r 
c h r i s a n n e  c h r i st ;  ta r a  e l i n ko w s k i ;  t e r i  wa l l a c e  f r o m  st .  j u d e  h o u s e ’s  s u r v i v o r  c o u n c i l ; 
m i c h e l l e  t h i e l ,  st .  j u d e  h o u s e ’s  a s s i sta n t  d i r e c to r  o f  c l i e n t  s e r v i c e s ;  k at h y  r o e s e r 
o f  t h e  r o e s e r  g r o u p  at  m o r g a n  sta n l e y ;  b o n n i e  j .  m e y e r ,  c o m m u n i t y  h e l p  n e t w o r k ’s 
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c to r ;  c p c f  p r e s i d e n t  m a ry  n i e l s e n ;  j a n e  l a m b e s i s  o f  f e d e r at e d  h e r m e s ;  c p c f 
b o a r d  m e m b e r s  i n d i r a  b r i g h a m ,  pa m e l a  s e a m a n ,  a n d  c y n d i  wa l s h .

“Thank you for the support CPCF has given us," expressed Teri 
Wallace, Survivor Council, St. Jude House, Inc. "We are eager to 
help other survivors understand that they are not alone. Through 
our new SJH Survivor Advocacy Council, we will offer help, support, 
and mentorship. The journey of healing and growth is not a quick 
process for many domestic violence survivors. It takes time and a 
strong support system. Your thoughtfulness and belief in our Council 
will help us build necessary relationships and support systems in 
our community.”

"The WGC is such a special event," stated Cyndi Walsh, CPCF 
Board Member. "It is really amazing to see so many like-minded 
women coming together to make an impact in our community."

The event, held at The East Point Venue, was sponsored by Jane 
Lambesis of Federated Hermes and Kathy Roeser of The Roeser 
Group at Morgan Stanley.

For more information about joining the Women's Giving Circle, 
visit www.thecpcf.org.
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DONATIONS
AUGUST 1, 2023 - OCTOBER 31, 2023

A
360 Fit, LLC

Mary Ann Abraham

Mark & Kristine Adams

Al's Fire

Trish Alt

Melissa Anderson

Thomas & Kathryn Anderson

Arley Blair Insurance and Financial

Linda Armstrong

B
Irene Bairaktaris

Aileen Balazs

Kathy Balazs-Williams

Jeffrey & Roxanne Ban

Matt & Sandy Bapple

Barney Family Foundation

	 John & Ann Barney

Barney Family Foundation

	 Kathleen Smith, Ann Barney, 

	 Julie Bieszczat 

The Bart Vickrey Team-Listing Leaders

Mark & Lindsay Bates

David & Helen Batusic

David & Jill Beckham

Bedarra, Ann Cain

Kelly Bermes

John & JoAnn Birdzell

Ted Borggren &

	  Jacqueline Stuck Borggren

Bethany Borgo

Suzanne Borto

David Bowers

Gregory & Kellie Bowers

Robert & Barbara Bowers

Indira & Gary Brigham

Brad Brown

	 Region Windows & Ventilation

Brown & Sons Services

Sam & Sheila Brune

Zack Bryan

C
Juliana Caffarini
Dan & Sharol Cain
Mark & Chrisanne Christ

Glenn & Margot Clark
The Clean-Up Crew 
Coffman Proactive CPA Services
Ryan & Linda Collier
Crown Point Lions Club, Inc.

D
D&D Napa Inc

Susan Daily

Dan DiTola Insurance Inc.

Michael Daugherty & 

	 Donna Sapone Daugherty

Pastor Joyce Davis

DCMM, Inc.

Suzanne Demmond

Deny Machine Shop

Eric & Robin Dillon

Michelle Duffy

E
Ryan & Tara Elinkowski
Evans Tree Care

F
First Financial Bank

James & Patricia Fitzpatrick

Shirley Forney-Bates

Scott & Maureena Foster

George & Jacqueline Frank

Jennifer Frazier

Ronald & Marian Fricke

G
Barbara Gederian Muckel

Golden Apple

Charles & Diane Gora

Gregory & Diane Gordon

Green Ivy Inc.

Karen Grzych

Gurley Leep Automotive Family

H
Denise Hahn

Cindy Hall

Crystal Harrigan-Barry

Havyn Homes

Richard Henn

Steve & Carol Highsmith

Gregory & Rochelle Hoffman

Atty Thomas Hoffman

Anna Holem

Chuck & Darlene Hopp

Arliss Hove

BJ Hubbard

Donald & Joyce Huber

James Hutton

J
John W. Anderson Foundation

Dean & Sara Jones

Josam Company

K
Judith Kaleta

Janet Katich

Brett Keeler

Jack & Diane Kemp

Dawn Kepshire

Marge Kerr

Dan & Vicky Klein

Kosiara Insurance Agency, LLC

L
Jane Lambesis

	 Federated Hermes

Mary Jo Lane

Langel's, Inc.

Law Offices of Karl E. Hand, P.C.

Judith Lazar

Nancy Lear

Steve & Kathy Lessner

Jeanene Letcher

Sharon Letz

Thomas Leyden

LGS Plumbing

Robert & Peggy Ligda

Roger & Mariellen Liggett

Corey & Charlotte Liss

Liss CARSTAR Collision Center, Inc.

Litehouse WFG Hobart Inc

Little Italy Dyer

Thomas Luther & Marcia Elkin

Robert & Karen Lynn

Lynnie Ques, Lynn Cartwright

M
Suzie Matalin

Joshua & Lauren Mauk

Timothy & Nancy McKenna

McMahon & Associates, CPA's PC

Darryl & Pat Miller

Ralph & Lou Ann Miller

Alan Monix

Dawson & Brenda Morgan

N
Joseph & Jane Nerney

Lew & Sandra Noe

Nicole Nowicki

O
Richard & Bette Oesterle

Karen Ostrowski

P
Roger & Donna Pace

Pete & Sons Auto Repair, Inc.

Phil & Son, Inc

Puntillo and Crane Orthodontics, PC

R
Sam Raich III

Jeff & Diane Reimer

Roger & Shirley Rodda

Timothy Rodda

S
Joseph & Carol Sanders

Dick & Laura Sauerman

Schepel Buick - GMC

	 Thomas VanProoyen

Alvin & Kathryn Schmidt

Bridget Schroeder

Timothy & Peggy Sendak

Scot & Karen Simnick

Skyway Trucking, Inc.

Tammie & Philip Sopczak

Mary Steele

Sandra Stevens

Vicki Stojkovich

Richard Sweeko & 

	 Judy Hartz Sweeko
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T
Suzanne Teesdale

Michelle Lynn Thiel

Brett Thompson

Timothy Bianco, Atty at Law

Mary Tracy-MacAulay

Tri-Creek Ambulance Service Agency,Inc.

Tri-Creek Education Foundation, Inc.

Whitney Trimble

Michael Troxell

Ernie Turpin

V
Lynn & Allen Aron VanHouten

W
Jeremy Michael Walker

Melissa Walley

Walsh Advisors Inc.

	 Cyndi & Timothy Walsh

Walter Cook Insurance Agency, Inc.

Ronda Waters

Julie & Mark Wendorf

Wipeco Inc.

Suzann Wright

Y
Nicole Yarrow, Northwest Indiana 

	 Cancer Kids Foundation

Your Hometown Animal Hospital, 

	 Carrie LaMere

Z
Alan Zacher

Todd & Julie Zasada

Ziese & Sons Excavating, Inc.

Rich & Kathy Zondor

"Ninety-four homeless pets' lives were saved from Crown Point, Lowell, Hebron, and Cedar  
Lake in 2023 thanks to vital, lifesaving funding from the CPCF," said Jennifer Webber, 
Executive Director of The Humane Society of Hobart. "Because of the support from CPCF, 
we were able to provide veterinary care and vaccines to keep them healthy and prepare 
them for adoption and we are happy to report they have all found their forever home!" 

"With the support from the Crown Point Community Foundation, nearly 2,000 students from 
our region participated in STEM learning this summer at Challenger," said Lara C. Bates, 
Executive Director of the Challenger Learning Center. "Through this initiative we were able to 
increase access to STEM and remove some of the financial barriers that families are faced with 
when looking for summer enrichment opportunities."

"The benefits of the expanded 'I sure will' advanced ground survival self-defense training are 
many," said Chief James R. Woestman of the Lowell Police Department. "They include being 
able to safely restrain violent and resistive offenders without the need to resort to lethal force. 
The training allows us to use techniques that are less likely to result in injuries to the offender 
or our officers. Lastly, the training gives our officers the tools to defend themselves in the worst 
tactical hands on situations they will encounter; being on the ground in a vulnerable position."

These are just a few of the worthy causes that the Crown Point Community Foundation has 
given to this year. As we reflect on 2023 and look forward to the new year, it is a great time 
to explore all the ways you can make a difference by giving to the CPCF.

As CPCF Board Member Greg Forsythe said, 
"The Christmas season serves as a great reminder 
to reflect on our many blessings and to consider 
how we can share some of our blessings with 
others in need."

1.	 Cash - Cash donations can be made by mail, dropping off at our office, 
	 or online.

2.	 Stocks or Securities - The Foundation has the ability to accept gifts of publicly 		
	 traded stocks.

3. 	IRA Distributions - Qualified Charitable Distributions can be made directly to
	 the Foundation from your IRA custodian, reducing taxable income regardless of 		
	 whether you qualify to itemize (Distributions cannot be directed to a 
	 Donor Advised Fund).

4. 	Wills and Bequests - Talk with your attorney and name the Crown Point 
	 Community Foundation as a beneficiary of all or a portion of your estate. 
	 Please use the following wording - “I give or bequeath to the Crown Point 		
	 Community Foundation, 115 S. Court St., Crown Point, Indiana % or the sum of 
	 $ of my residuary estate.”

5.	 Life Insurance - You can designate all or a portion of your life insurance 
	 policies, potentially saving Indiana inheritance tax and federal estate taxes.

WAYS TO GIVE...FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW

YEAR-END GIVING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE SEVEN

Scan QR Code to 
Give Online Today:
cpcf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate
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HONORARIUMS
Bette Oesterle

Bonnie Meyer
	
Eric & Kim Foss' Wedding

Jerry & Trish Allee

Janice Morris

Dr. Janell Harvey

AUGUST 1, 2023 - OCTOBER 31, 2023

UNIVERSAL SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION OPENS 

JANUARY 2024

2024 Universal Scholarship 
Application Opens January 1, 2024 

for Graduating High School Students, 
College Students and Adult Learners.

Apply online beginning January 1, 2024 by following 
the link on our website, www.thecpcf.org. Deadline for 

applications will be Friday, March 1, 2024.

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

WHY WE GIVE:  As a community bank, we’re 
committed to public service, and we’ve made it 
our business to be on top of and involved in what is 
happening locally. It’s a tradition that employees of 
Peoples Bank have embraced for more than 100 years. 
Every day, we help keep our customers’ finances moving 
forward by using local knowledge to deliver high-quality 
services and products to suit their unique needs. With that 
same dedication, we help move our communities forward 
by finding creative ways to provide support to the many 
organizations that approach us for assistance. 

MISSION:  Since 1910, Peoples Bank has maintained 
a commitment to helping our customers and communities 
thrive. We strive to be a value-driven Bank for all of our 
stakeholders and focus on bringing capital back to the 
communities we serve. At Peoples, it’s our commitment to 
offer the best service that our customers can find through 
engagement and technologies that will enhance the 
customer experience.

Meals on Wheels:  
In January, Peoples Bank’s 
Community First Committee 
presented a donation to Meals 
on Wheels of Northwest Indiana. 
The donation was one of many 
presented to nonprofits each year 
across their Indiana and Illinois 
footprints.

Unite and Fight Cancer:
On October 1st, 2023, Peoples 

Bank employees participated in the 
Unite and Fight Cancer Walk and 5k 
Run in Munster, IN. Proceeds from the 
annual fundraiser support the Cancer 

Resource Centre in its mission to provide 
services and resources free of charge to 

cancer patients and their families.

Hunger Hike: 
On September 23rd, 2023, Peoples Bank 

participated in the Food Bank of Northwest 
Indiana’s annual Hunger Hike. For the 

second year in a row, the team won the 
Corporate Challenge and earned $500 

worth of food credits, which were, in turn, 
donated to Sojourner Truth House.

>

>

>

www.ibankpeoples.com



Five Questions for

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
GRANT/SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Pamela Seaman

1.	What attracted you to the Crown Point 
	 Community Foundation?	

	 It is a great privilege to be a part of such a force 

	 for good. I salute the local forward thinking community 

	 members who founded the organization in 1990 and 

	 those who have nourished and built on it since then. 

2.	What is the best advice you’ve ever received? 

	 Good advice is everywhere if you are open to it. 

	 Some of my favorites include the following:

	 • “Perfection is the enemy of progress.” - Winston Churchill

	 • “Nothing ever comes to one, that is worth having, except 

	        as a result of hard work.” - Booker T. Washington

	 • “You can do it.” - My Mother

	 • “Don’t be afraid to ask for help.” - My Father

3.	What are you most proud of?  

	 Our children. When I was young, I was most proud 

	 of my work. With age, pride in our children’s 

	 accomplishments has trumped anything that I have ever done. 

	 Our four children, all young adults, have varied interests that 

	 we did not foresee. We eagerly anticipate witnessing their 

	 journeys as they continue to unfold. 

4.	What do you work toward in your free time?

	 I have been taking writing classes and aspire to write a book. 

	 It’s a challenge and a stretch for me, a long-term goal which 

	 may or may not come to fruition.

5.	Favorite hobbies?	

	 I like working around our small farm. I find it relaxing to be outside. 

Pamela Seaman's family moved to Crown Point when she was nine years 

old. She was enrolled in Eisenhower Elementary, a brand-new school at 

the time. Pamela then moved on to Robert A.Taft Middle School and 

Crown Point High School. She and her future husband John, another 

Crown Point native, went to college at Purdue Lafayette. Pamela went to 

medical school at Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine and later 

opened her own gynecological practice, South Lake Women's 

Health, in Crown Point. "Education has played a large role in my life," 

Pamela said. "It’s fitting that I serve on the Grant and Scholarship 

Committee at the Crown Point Community Foundation."

5

15

Southlake
Women's Health
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CREATING A BETTER FUTURE 
              IN SOUTH LAKE COUNTY​

PO Box 522
Crown Point, IN 46308

Community Partners are local companies or individuals who join forces with the Crown Point 
Community Foundation to promote and expand philanthropy, address community issues, and 
develop nonprofit excellence.

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

eugene & jean wease

john & ann barney
family foundation

h o f f m a n
charitable foundation

Upcoming Crown Point Community Foundation Events:

Scholarship Applications for Graduating High School Students, College Students and Adult Learners Open  |  Friday, January 1, 2024

Volunteer Fair  |  Saturday, March 2, 2024

T O G E T H E R  W E  B U I L D  A  B E T T E R  T O M O R R O W
The Crown Point Community Foundation is a public charity. Small donations are 

just as important as large donations to make sure that we serve the public’s best interests.

O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  D O E S  N O T  C O M E  F R O M  J U S T  O N E  P E R S O N , 

O N E  FA M I LY,  O R  O N E  C O M PA N Y  B U T  A  S T E A DY  S T R E A M  O F  C O N T R I B U T I O N S 

F R O M  A  B R O A D  C R O S S - S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L  P U B L I C . 

If you have a cause you care about in the community, we have a fund to support your interest. It’s easy to make a donation. 
Mail your check today in the enclosed envelope provided or simply donate online at: thecpcf.org/donate.html. 

We invite you to be a part of your public Foundation so that together we can do more good things in our community!


