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Every effort is made to accurately list our contributors. If a name 
has been inadvertently omitted from the newsletter, we apologize.

For those of us living in the Midwest, the changing 
foliage colors, cooler temperatures and shorter 
daylight hours signifies the presence of autumn 
and the harvest season. So does watching shows 
like A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving, the short 
animated film based upon the popular comic strip 
Peanuts, by Charles M. Schultz. For many it has 
become a household staple of viewing pleasure 
in November, filled with Snoopy shenanigans 
and toast-buttering montages. It’s Linus who 
brings more depth to the show with his historical 

factoids and sharing of how the Pilgrims survival was due in part because of the philanthropy 
of the Native Americans.

Wait… I don’t recall the word philanthropy being mentioned in this holiday favorite. Even 
though he doesn’t say it, Linus brings the philosophy of philanthropy into this heart-warming 
show. As we celebrate National Philanthropy Month this November, it’s interesting to look 
back and realize the first American philanthropists were the Native Americans. Concern for 
the common good is an important part of many Native American cultures. When the first 
Europeans arrived in the Americas, the Native Americans showed concern and practiced 
philanthropy by providing them the materials and knowledge needed for survival. 

Today, in the United States alone, according to the National Center for Charitable Statistics, 
there are more than 1.5 million charitable organizations, and Americans give more than 
$400 billion annually to charitable causes to meet the needs of its citizens. Improving the 
quality of life for all people—everything from education, healthcare, the environment and 
the arts, to name only a few—would be far less if not for these organizations.

The Crown Point Community Foundation is one such charitable organization. Connecting 
individuals to causes, and to each other. Fostering civic participation. Improving the quality 
of life for all people. I am amazed, once again, at the generous spirit of my fellow South 
Lake County philanthropists who are truly making a difference in our own backyard.

Last year we announced an amazing opportunity by Lilly Endowment Inc. to help those in 
our community even more. A $2 for $1 MATCHING GRANT OPPORTUNITY to build 
Unrestricted Community Endowment Funds. To date, we have captured more than 72% of 
available matching grant dollars. Our goal is to complete the match this year! We ask you 
to JOIN US and consider giving a year-end or holiday donation today. On page 6, you’ll 
learn how one of our donors used her IRA to make an impactful gift to the Foundation and 
take advantage of the match. 

Together we can continue to create a better future in South Lake County… 
now and forever!

Thank you for your continued support and partnership,

m a r y  b. n i e l s e n
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CPCF GRANTS AT WORK St. Jude House

Thanks to you, children from troubled homes have a safe 
place to play.

A grant for $9,581 was awarded to St. Jude House. St. Jude 
House is a 40-bed shelter for victims of domestic abuse. It is the 
largest shelter of its kind in the area. St. Jude House provides 
housing and services to approximately 500 adults and children 
each year at no cost.

Over half of those served at St. Jude House are children. 
While St. Jude House provides services through advocacy 
and group support to help children recover and heal from 
the trauma of domestic violence, children also need play 
and physical activities. To this end, St. Jude House created 
a playground for the children at the shelter using funds 
provided by the Crown Point Community Foundation, 
the Dawn Bracheau Foundation and the Service League. 

“This is a game changer for us because we serve more children 
than adults,” said Ryan Elinkowski, Executive Director of St. Jude 

House. “To have something like this, which will last for so many 
years to come, will truly bring joy to the children that we serve. 
It's a really exciting time for us.”

For more information, please visit stjudehouse.org.
   

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  rya n  e l i n ko w s k i ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c to r  o f  st .  j u d e  h o u s e ;  va n e s s a  j a c o b s ,  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  l e a g u e  o f  n w i ;  m a r i ly n  k a z w e l l ,  v o l u n t e e r  f r o m 
t h e  d aw n  b r a n c h e a u  f o u n d at i o n  a n d  g e o r g e  l e t z ,  c p c f  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c to r   / rya n  e l i n ko w s k i  / t h e  n e w  p l ay g r o u n d  e q u i p m e n t   / rya n  e l i n ko w s k i  w i t h  c p c f  p r e s i d e n t ,  m a ry  n i e l s e n  / 
c p c f  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  j i m  l a r s e n ,  l i s a  g r a d y  a n d  g e o r g e  l e t z  w i t h  rya n  e l i n ko w s k i .

r y a n  e l i n k o w s k i

e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c to r ,  st .  j u d e  h o u s e

         t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  w e  s e r v e  h av e 
   e n d u r e d  t r a u m a ,  t h i s  p l ay g r o u n d  p r ov i d e s 
     a  s a f e  a n d  n u r t u r i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t 
           f o r  a  h e a l i n g  p r o c e s s  to  b e g i n .
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UNRESTRICTED COMMUNITY GRANTS
THE CPCF AWARDED $89,636 IN COMMUNITY GRANTS IN THE SEPTEMBER CYCLE.

Animal Related - $1,000.00
Humane Indiana, Inc. - $1,000
Minimize impact of lead exposure in native wildlife, through testing, 
diagnosis and treatment.

Education - $5,120.00
CPCSC/Timothy Ball Elementary School Robotics Program - $1,620
Help fund Timothy Ball Hexwirez Robotics program.

Crown Point Christian School - $1,000
Fund Robotics competitions for under-represented student populations.

Crown Point RoboDogs Sponsors - $2,500
Provide funds to purchase materials to build a robot for the 
FIRST Competition.

Community Improvement - $10,896.00
Crown Point Community Library - $10,896
Replacement of Library’s four AWE early literacy computer stations.

Food, Nutrition, Agriculture - $7,000.00
First United Methodist Church - $7,000
Support the Buddy Bag Project by providing supplemental nutrition on 
weekends and longer breaks, to students that qualify for the free lunch 
program in Crown Point Community Schools.

Health - $1,000.00
American Heart Association of Northwest Indiana - $1,000
Underwrite needed educational materials for a sustainable STEM 
program model for area high school juniors and seniors.

Human Services - $8,300.00
Dunes Dog Training Club, Inc. / Pets N’ Vets Program - $4,300
Support the Pets N’ Vets program for local military veterans.

Knights of Columbus St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Bike Project - $2,000
Cover the cost of bike parts to refurbish used bikes for needy families.

This Is My Season, Inc. - $2,000
Help domestic abuse victims from the CP area to attend a 
specialized Beauty School which supports former victims in an 
empathetic environment.

Religion - $18,500.00
Bethel Church - $5,000
Purchase new audio equipment for the student center at Bethel Church.

Cedar Lake Ministries - $3,000 match
Funds to build a low ropes course in the north woods on the 
Ministry property.

St. Johns United Church of Christ - $4,500
Improve children’s play area at church.

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church - Lowell - $1,000
New landscaping for education and food pantry building.

Young Life of NWI - $5,000
Build relationships with teens through weekly gathering, summer 
and winter camp, monthly clubs, volunteer work for students at 
Taft Middle School.

Youth Development - $37,820.00
Best Buddies Indiana - $2,000
Best Buddies program at Crown Point High School, Jerry Ross 
Elementary and MacArthur Elementary.

CP Rotary/Imagination Library-Dollywood Foundation - $5,920
Expand Imagination Library from 350 to 450 children.

Girls on the Run Northwest Indiana - $2,500
Scholarship assistance for Girls on the Run participants in South Lake 
County for Spring 2020.

Lake Court House Foundation - $15,000
Help pay for necessary repairs and structural stabilization work in 
the Historic Court House attic and clock tower.

Lake Region Christian Assembly (Camp LRCA) - $8,000
Connect Program: day campers educational and character 
building experiences.

Whites Residential and Family Services - $4,400
Recruit, train, and support 5 new foster homes in South Lake County.
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Bobbie Gintert's love of learning became a love of giving. She was born in Gary in the Great Depression, 
a truly humble beginning. "My dad worked in the steel mill," Bobbie said. "We didn't have anything but I didn't 

know any different because nobody had anything. You don't miss what you never had." 

She discovered she had an aptitude for learning at a young age. 
 
"Learning was easy for me," Bobbie said. " I loved to learn." 
She combined this love for learning with a strong work ethic.
 
"Because I had good grades, my last year in school I went to 
school for half a day and then worked for half a day," Bobbie 
said. "Because if I wanted any clothes, that's how you got them."
 
Bobbie went to work at Kroger's, where she met her future 
husband Glenn W. Gintert. She and Glenn married in 1947 
and raised three children together. 
 
"When we left Kroger's in 1960, we were looking for something 
to do," Bobbie said. "So what little bit of money we had, we put 
together and bought into this store that needed help." That store 
was Wilco Foods.
 

"The family all worked," she said. "In the mid 1970's we opened 
our flagship Wilco store in Lowell. It grew to four stores."
 
Bobbie applied her love of learning to the grocery stores.
 
"I learned how to be a bookkeeper and how to run the front end of 
a store," she said. "In turn, after learning things, I enjoy teaching it to 
somebody else. That was my favorite part of owning a business and 
I liked working on the floor with people."
 
She also helped oversee a major innovation at her family's 
grocery stores. 
 
"We learned a computer system, and then I taught it to others," 
Bobbie said. "We were the first store in Indiana to have 
computerized scanning."
 
After several failed attempts at retirement, Bobbie settled down to a 

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  b o b b i e  g i n t e r t  / t h e  g i n t e r t  fa m i ly  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  w i lc o  f o o d s  g r o c e ry  sto r e .  c lo c k w i s e  (f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t ) :  g l e n n  w . ,  b o b b i e ,  g l e n n  r . , 
n a n c y  a n d  l i n d a  / b o b b i e  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a n d  g r e at - g r a n d c h i l d r e n  c a m e r o n ,  s a d i e  a n d  s h e l ly ;  l a u r e n  a n d  d e a n  / b o b b i e  g i n t e r t  w e a r i n g  h e r  m a j o r e t t e  u n i f o r m  / 
g l e n n  w .  a n d  b o b b i e  g i n t e r t  o n  t h e i r  w e d d i n g  d ay  / b o b b i e  g i n t e r t  h o l d i n g  o n e  o f  h e r  o i l  pa i n t i n g s  / o n e  o f  b o b b i e  g i n t e r t 's  w o o d  s c u l p t u r e s  o f  a  b o ot  / b o b b i e  g i n t e r t  e x e r c i s i n g  at 
w i t t e n b e r g  v i l l a g e 's  w o r ko u t  fa c i l i t y .
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M A K I N G  Q U A L I F I E D  C H A R I T A B L E 
D I S T R I B U T I O N S  F R O M  Y O U R  I R A

If you are age 70 ½ or older, you may be thinking about 
your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your 
IRA. Please consider directing your distribution to the 
Foundation, minimizing your taxable income while 
making a big impact in our community. CPCF is a 
qualified 501(c)(3) organization and can accept 
Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD) directly from 
your financial institution. These distributions directly 
reduce taxable income regardless of whether you 
qualify to itemize. Here are the eligibility requirements:

•	Donors must be age 70 ½ or older.
•	Distributions up to $100,000 can be made by 
	 an individual or $200,000 for a married couple.
•	Distributions must be paid directly to the organization 	
	 from the IRA custodian.
•	Distributions cannot be directed to a Donor 
	 Advised Fund.
•No goods or services can be received in exchange 
	 for the distribution. 

continued on page thirteen

life of relative leisure. She now lives at Wittenberg Village in 
Crown Point. She is a talented painter and wood carver. 
Philanthropy has also become an important part of her life. 
Bobbie uses her retirement account to make charitable 
contributions to the Crown Point Community Foundation 
becasue it makes her gifts more impactful.
 
"Everybody has a favorite charity," she said. "Mine would be 
the Crown Point Community Foundation. It just does so many 
good things in so many ways, and their support stays local. I'm 
happy to be part of that."
 
Bobbie enjoys the tax savings that comes from making 
contributions to the Foundation from her IRA.
 
"It's a savings for me because I don't pay tax on it," Bobbie said. 
"It's before tax dollars that you put it in. And if you take it out and 
give it directly to a nonprofit then it's a tax saving, which makes 
sense. Sometimes I'm lucky enough to qualify for a great match, 
which is even better," Bobbie said.
 
Still young at heart and an avid learner, Bobbie has no plans of 
slowing down soon. She points to one of her favorite mugs.
 
"It says I'm not 90, I'm 18 with 72 years experience."
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MEMORIALS AND   HONORARIUMS
MEMORIALS

Bernice Anderson	
Paul & Amy Anderson
	
Mike Anderson	
David & Debra Huber
Patricia Huber
	
Gilberto Barcenas	
Ronald & Debra Simko
	
Gordon Bates on his birthday	
Shirley Forney-Bates
	
Betty Jane Buth	
Eugene & Linda Matzat

Wilbert E. Buth	
Eugene & Linda Matzat
		
Dr. Bennie F. Carpenter	
Joseph & Barbara Kacmar
	
Sue Ellen Crisman	
Katherine Chariton
	 KBCPA Accounting & 
	 Computer Service
Michelle Lake
Roger & Mariellen Liggett
Michael & Diane O'Brien
Dale & Terri Williams
	
Bernard James Dillon
James & JoAnne Haag
Joseph & Barbara Kacmar
	
Richard "Dick" Gordon	
Joseph & Barbara Kacmar
	
Glenn Gross
Richard & Joanne Buehrle
Joseph & Jane Nerney
	
Dorothy Hoevet	
John & Louise Diederich
Faye Platt
Frances Truman
	
Edward G. & 
Katherine R. Gerlach 
Huber's 110th anniversay	
Joe & Mary Kay Rowe

Katherine Rose Huber & Edward 
George Huber on their birthdays
Joe & Mary Kay Rowe
	
Brandon Aaron Huseman	
Michael Huseman

Jim Keller	
Joseph & Donna Heuer
	
Kathy Keller	
Joseph & Donna Heuer
	
Russ Keller	
Joseph & Donna Heuer

Angeline "Angie" Kinney	
Donna Moser
Rich & Amy Otto
	
Paul M. Leurck
Gregory Leurck
	
Alec Matalin	
James & Carrie Adams
All About Vacations
Kyle & Tiffany Anderson
Donald Archer
Michael & Trish Bauner
Anthony & Julie Bieszczat
Board & Brush Creative Studio
	 Art & Anne Equihua
James Boylan & Monica Almy-Boylan
Greg & Kellie Bowers
Robert & Barbara Bowers
Laura Capparelli
Crown Point Boys Basketball 
	 Parents Club
DCMM, Inc.
Dixon's Florist, Inc., Robert Dixon
Peter & Stacy Djukic
Eric & Sumer Evans
Four Seasons Mechanical
	 Kevin & Michelle Frazier
Green Ivy Inc., dba R. Bar & Grill
Law Offices of Karl E. Hand, P.C.
David & Melissa Hudak
Josam Company
Journey Senior Living - Valparaiso
The Krutz Agency
	 Valerie Vagenas-Krutz
Leep Enterprises LLC

JULY 30, 2019 - OCTOBER 17, 2019

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

WHY WE GIVE:  At View Outdoor, our goal 

is to follow the path our founder, Mr. Dean 

White, paved decades ago by giving back to 

Northwest Indiana. We have always and will 

continue to work with the municipalities and 

service organizations that build the great 

foundation of this community. 

We are a local company that prides itself on 

supporting these local communities where we, 

our employees and their families live. By use of 

outdoor advertising, we are pleased to help our 

local businesses and organizations bring new 

opportunities to this ever-growing community we 

call home.

viewoutdoor.com

Crown Point Community Foundation:

View Outdoor Advertising donated billboard space for the 
Crown Point Community Foundation's 10th Annual 
Volunteer Fair.
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MEMORIALS AND   HONORARIUMS
Timothy & Vickie Loeber
Thomas Luther & Marcia Elkin
S. Matalin
John & Marcia McAleer
Bonita Michalak
Dave & Lisa Misirly
Northwest Industrial Specialists
Oak Partners Inc.
Christopher & Tawnee Paliga
Puntillo & Crane Orthodontics
	 Anthony Puntillo & 
	 Christopher Crane
Qwik Properties LLC
Ranshell's Inc.
Thomas & Tina Robinson
Roger & Shirley Rodda
Steven & Patricia Rodda
Jim Romanovich
Seal Tight Roofing & 
	 Exteriors of IN, Inc.
Shed Saloon
Skyway Trucking, Inc., 
	 John & Rebecca Vittori
John & Courtney Smith
Michael & Jennifer Sobek
Sparta Sports Dome of Crown Point
Craig & Dana Spoolstra
Team Toyota
	 Michael & Tricia Bauner
Daniel & Donna Torrance
Edward Trevino
Michael Troxell
James Vagenas family
Allen Aron Van Houten
Your Hometown Animal Hospital, 	
	 Carrie Anderson
Christopher & Barbara 
	 Zakrzewski	
	
Alec Matalin's birthday
Donald & Christine Rodda
	
Irene Novoa	
American Fabricators, Inc.
Letitia Furlin
The Gayer Family - 
	 Rusty, Gary, Jan, Gail, 
	 Stephen & Guy
David & Terra Reynolds
	
Karen Pruzin	
Robert & Rosemarie Dado
	

Dennis Rodda
Laura Baker
Evelyn Brewer
Larry & Ronelle Cannon
Laura Capparelli
Philip Kent & Carole Evans
Cindy Heath
Steve & Linda Magill
Bonita Michalak
Midwest Pipe & Rebar Coating, Inc.
Dave & Lisa Misirly
Fred & Kaye Naranjo
Robert & Norma Odar
Michelle Peterson
Suzanne Schmidt
David & Karen Smith
Donna Smith
Susan Smith
Thomas Thiel
Ernie Turpin	

Irene Rust
Gilbert & Gail Stiener
	
Teddy H. Sargent Sr.
Max Bilo & Gail Crossley-Bilo
Thomas & Lois Cornwell
Carla Hack
Donald & Brenda Person
	
William "Bill" Scott
Maxie Scott
	
Gary Sproat
Gwen Graystone
Joseph & Barbara Kacmar
	
Michelle Sulich	
Bonnie Meyer
	
Calvin Thornberry
George & Georgiana 
	 Geimer-Messler
	
Ray Tiburzi	
Beverly Huber
David & Debra Huber
Patricia Huber
	
John Tubbs
Patti Tubbs
	

Robert Remington 
	 VanSlyke Sr	
Jeanne Van Slyke-Huddleston
	
Loide "Lou" Walsh	
Robert & Barbara Budgin
Grace Jean Henderson
Maryanna Lewis
Faye Platt
Mary Rieder
Gerald & April Schaefer
Maxie Scott
	
Barbara White on her birthday
Craig White

George & Laura Wild	
Joseph & Barbara Kacmar
	
Thomas Zondor	
Rich & Kathy Zondor

HONORARIUMS

Judy Drackert's Birthday
James & Esther Lambert
	
BJ Hubbard & Kay Hubbard	
Steven Sutton
	
Pat Huber, Diane Reimer, 
Deb Simko & Lori Amodeo
Angela Leimer
	
Jack Kennedy's Birthday	
George & Georgiana 
	 Geimer-Messler
	
Robert R. VanSlyke's Birthday
Jeanne Van Slyke-Huddleston

Jeanne VanSlyke-Huddleston's 
Birthday
Jason Bordui & Penny Huddleston
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This year's annual Women's Giving Circle evemt continued 
its tradition of community and charity.

The Women’s Giving Circle is a collective giving effort of 
the Crown Point Community Foundation. The WGC invites all 
women from the area to gain membership with a $100 or larger 
annual donation which can be made throughout the year.

On the second Tuesday in September of each year, members 
gather to grant money to local charities.

This year, the ladies donated an astonishing $19,000! 
They granted $9,000 at the event. $2,000 to each charity 
receiving the most votes. In addition to the four, $2,000 grants 

awarded, the WGC members also granted a $1,000 Scholarship 
for an Adult Learner (21 and over).

Another $9,500 was placed in the CPCF Community Endowment 
Fund. This fund provides grants to support community needs and 
programs three times each year through the grant 
process at the Foundation.

“As the Buddy Bag Program continues to grow and serve more 
Crown Point low income students, a grant like this is instrumental 
in keeping the program vibrant,” said Bonnie J. Meyer, Director 
of Outreach and Missions at Crown Point First United Methodist 
Church. “We are grateful for this grant and for the opportunity we 
have to make a difference in the lives of students in need.”

p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  j u l i e  w e n d o r f ,  c i n d y  b e c k m a n ,  k i m  l a r s e n ,  j a n e t  k at i c h  v i c k y  k l e i n  a n d  r o s e  k e n d a l l  / j u l i e  z a s a d a  a n d  v i c k i e  r a i n wat e r  / d i a n e  k e m p ,  c a r o l  h i g h s m i t h 
a n d  p e g g y  s e n d a k  / k at h y  r o e s e r  a n d  m e g a n  d o h e r t y  / g a i l  l a r s o n ,  c rysta l  l i g d a  a n d  g i n a  w e i l b a k e r  / k a r e n  k u h n  a n d  m a r i ly n  k a p e r .
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j a n  k o u t e l a s

p e ts  n ' v e ts  d i r e c to r , 
d u n e s  d o g  t r a i n i n g  c l u b ,  i n c .

       w e  a r e  e x t r e m e ly  g r at e f u l  f o r  y o u r 
  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  v e t e r a n s ,  w h o  a r e  t r a i n i n g    
         s e r v i c e  d o g s  to  h e l p  t h e m  i n  t h e i r   
    e v e ry d ay  l i v e s .  p l e a s e  k n o w  t h at  t h i s  g r a n t 
awa r d  w i l l  h e l p  to  c o n t i n u e  o u r  'n o - c o st '     
       d o g  o b e d i e n c e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  o u r 
                            p e ts  n '  v e ts  v e t e r a n s .

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

WHY WE GIVE:  At NIPSCO, giving 
back to the communities we serve is a 
fundamental part of our culture. Every year, 
our employees volunteer and donate to a 
wide range of organizations that are making 
a difference across our service area with a 
focus on basic human needs, economic 
development, education, environmental 
stewardship and public safety.

MISSION:  NIPSCO has served the energy 
needs of northern Indiana for more than 100 
years. Community support and involvement has 
always been at the foundation of our history. 
We’re also making significant investments to 
improve service, including nearly $30 billion in 
identified long-term system modernization and 
growth programs spanning the next 20+ years.

Dollars for Doers: 
Our employees and their families volunteering 
at the Community Harvest Food Bank (Fort 
Wayne) and Pax Center (LaPorte). 

>

Girl Scouts:

The Girl Scouts of Greater 
Chicago & Northwest Indiana 
learn about electrical safety 
at our Introduce a Girl to 
Engineering Day, which 
promotes STEM education, 
at the NiSource headquarters 
in Merrillville.

>

www.nipsco.com

w o m e n ’s  g i v i n g  c i r c l e  g r a n t  r e c i p i e n ts  p o s e  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t 
c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n .  p i c t u r e d  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  c p c f  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  c h r i s a n n e 
c h r i st  a n d  m a r i ly n  k a p e r ;  c p c f  p r e s i d e n t  m a ry  n i e l s e n ;  b o n n i e  m e y e r ,  d i r e c to r  o f 
o u t r e a c h  a n d  m i s s i o n s  at  c r o w n  p o i n t  f i r st  u n i t e d  m e t h o d i st  c h u r c h ;  l a u r e n  m a u k , 
m o m m y ’s  h av e n  p r e s i d e n t ;  a n d  k at h e r i n e  c h a r i to n ,  j u l i e  w e n d o r f  a n d  b e t t e  o e st e r l e 
f r o m  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t  r ota ry  c l u b  d o l ly  pa r to n  i m a g i n at i o n  l i b r a ry  c o m m i t t e e .

2019 grant 
recipients

grant amount: $2,000 each

	 1. 	 dunes dog training club, inc. pets n' vets
	
	 2. 	 first united methodist church buddy bag project
	
	 3. 	 dolly parton imagination library project - 		
		  crown point rotary
	
	 4. 	 mommy's haven

The event, held at Signature Banquets in Lowell, was 
sponsored by Kathy Roeser from Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management and Megan Doherty of Nuveen Investments.

For more information about becoming a member visit 
www.thecpcf.org.
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DONATIONS
JULY 30, 2019 - OCTOBER 17, 2019

A
Judy Abraham
Mary Ann Abraham
Jerry & Trish Allee
Mary Jane Allen
Lynn Almaguer
Trish Alt
AmazonSmile Foundation
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
John W. Anderson Foundation
Gregory & Linda Armstrong

B
Irene Bairaktaris
Aileen Balazs
Barney Family Foundation
John & Ann Barney
David & Helen Batusic
Michael & Trish Bauner
Joseph & Cindy Beckman
Kelly Bermes
Bierman Property Management,
	 Brett Bierman
Anthony & Julie Bieszczat
Suzanne Borto
Joan Brasa
Randall & Joanna Brooks
Stephen & Karen Buelow

C
Juliana Caffarini
Lisa Carpenter
Centier Bank
Fred & Katherine Chariton
Mark & Chrisanne Christ
Garry & Debra Ciochina
Ryan Collier
Commercial In-Sites, David Lasser
City of Crown Point
Crown Point Rotary

D
Michael Daugherty & Donna Sapone Daugherty
Suzanne Demmond
Michael & Karen Dexter
Gary & Marie Dienes
Eric & Robin Dillon
Sean Dotson
Katy Dowling
Michelle Duffy
Dan & Alison Duncan

E
David & Teresa Eineman
Tara Elinkowski
Jack & Carole Esala

F
Joe & Delores Fodemski
Merlin & Janet Foresman
Shirley Forney-Bates
Scott & Maureena Foster
Ronald & Marian Fricke 

G
George & Georgiana Geimer-Messler
Larry & Kim Geisen
Bobbie Gintert
Gregory & Diane Gordon
Troy & Lisa Grady
Janet Gray
Joanne Kosac Gruber	

H
Cindy Hall
Crystal Harrigan-Barry
Richard Henn
Charles & Patricia Hescher
Jeffrey & Diane Hess
T.H.C. Inc.,
	 Jeffrey Hess
Steve & Carol Highsmith
Thomas Hoffman
Anna Holem
Chuck & Darlene Hopp
Arliss Hove
Donald & Joyce Huber

K
Judith Kaleta
Marilyn & Lester Kaper
Janet Katich
Brett Keeler
Jack & Diane Kemp
Dawn Kepshire
Dan & Vicky Klein
Brian & Lynette Kubal
William & Karen Kuhn
Timothy & Denise Kuiper

L
Jim & Kim Larsen
Troy & Gail Larson
Valetta Lay
Judith Lazar
Steve & Kathy Lessner
George & Sharon Letz
Crystal Ligda
Robert & Peggy Ligda
Roger & Mariellen Liggett
Phil & Donna Lison
Tom & Kathy Liss	

M
Mary Tracy-MacAulay
Judith Maicher
Chris & Julie Mallers
Darrell & Kristen Mallory
Jane Rouge Martin
Lauren Mauk
Charles & Fiona McCarroll
Darryl & Pat Miller
Ralph & LouAnn Miller
Millwrights Local Union 1076
Mirar Development Inc., 
	 Dean & Sara Jones
Dawson & Brenda Morgan

N
Allan & Sally Nalbor
Keith & Mary Nielsen
Lew & Sandra Noe
Nuveen Investments Holdings

O
Richard & Bette Oesterle

P
Roger & Donna Pace
Rick Peltier
Pheenix Rail Road Consulting, 
	 Dale & Roberta Packard
Positive Solutions, Andrea Kelliher

R
Tim & Vickie Rainwater
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer
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Dean & Jamie Ricci
Margaret Ricci
Mark & Sue Riester
Teresa Roman
Daniel & Carol Root

S
Larry & Marilyn Saylor
Robert & Karen Schrum
Rick & Jeri Schweitzer
Maxie Scott
Timothy & Peggy Sendak
Faye Sepke
Robert & Diana Shannon
Mark & Deborah Snedden
Tammie Sopczak
South Shore Improvement Assoc. Inc.
Douglas & Wendy Spencer
Allen & Linda Sredzinski
Mary Steele
Sandra Stevens
Carolan Stewart
Gilbert & Gail Stiener
Jeff Strack, Strack & VanTil

T
David & Lori Taylor
Suzanne Teesdale
Brett Thompson
Nancy Tilka
Tri-Creek Education Foundation, Inc.
TrueWealth Advising Group, 
	 Carey Yukich
Frances Truman
Estate of Patricia M. Turner

V
Schepel Buick - GMC, 
	 Thomas & Barbara Van Prooyen
Henry & Marlene VanProyen
John & Barbara VanRamshorst

W
Jeremy Walker
Melissa Walley
Timothy & Cyndi Walsh, 
	 Walsh Advisors Inc.
Eugene & Jean Wease

Gina Weilbaker
Mark & Julie Wendorf
Kimberly Wentz
Craig White
Rex & Kimberly White
Donald & Barbara Wigley
Suzann Wright

Y
Youche Ladies League

Z
Todd & Julie Zasada
Rich & Kathy Zondor

M A K I N G  Q U A L I F I E D  C H A R I T A B L E  D I S T R I B U T I O N S  F R O M  Y O U R  I R A

The following types of Funds are eligible to receive QCDs 
from IRAs at the Foundation:

•	Unrestricted Endowment Funds
	 Support needs of the community – qualifies for 
	 $2 for $1 Match!

•	Operating Endowment Funds
	 Support the day-to-day operation of the Foundation.

•	Designated Endowment Funds
	 Support the good work of specific nonprofit organizations.

•	Scholarship Endowment Funds 
	 Help students receive a quality education. Donors set the 	
	 award criteria and the CPCF promotes the scholarship 
	 opportunity, accepts applications, verifies student’s 

	 eligibility and processes scholarship payments.

•	Field of Interest Funds
	 Support broad areas of need and award grants to the 	
	 community organizations and programs addressing them.

We suggest consulting with your financial advisor or 
tax consultant to determine your best giving option.

Please consider a year-end gift to the Foundation as we work 
together to do more good things in our communities. If you 
have any questions please call the CPCF at: 219-662-7252.

continued from page seven
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Since its announcement this past November, the CPCF has been able to 
capture more than 72% of available matching grant dollars made possible by 

Lilly Endowment Inc. to build Unrestricted Community Endowment Funds!

"We're had an incredible response to date from our friends of the Foundation 
and general donations," said Mary Nielsen, President of the Crown Point 

Community Foundation. "With the Endowment matching gifts at a 2-for-1 rate, every 
gift becomes more significant to address high-priority challenges and opportunities 

in the community we serve (Crown Point, Cedar Lake, Lowell and Winfield)." As of October 25, 2019

Match Completed: 
$299,000

>

Match Money 
Still Available: 
$117,700

>

Kick-Off the Charitable Season on Tuesday, December 3, 2019!
To Celebrate Giving Tuesday we invite you, our friends and family to help us build Unrestricted Community 

Endowment Funds held at the Foundation. Please consider making a holiday or end-of-year gift today. Gifts to the CPCF 
Unrestricted Community Endowment Fund or to any of the named Unrestricted Endowment Funds qualify for the match.

These funds support a broad range of community needs and programs each 
year through the grant process at the Foundation. Funded areas include: 

How It Works

MATCH T IMEL INE:  OCTOBER 1,  2018 -  DECEMBER 31,  2020 OR UNTIL  THE MATCH DOLLARS HAVE BEEN EXPENDED.

}
CPCF Unrestricted Community 

Endowment Fund
or

Any Named Unrestricted 
Community Endowment Fund

Funds Eligible for $2 for $1 Match:

$100+$200=$300
YOU GIVE MATCH ADDS TOTAL GIFT

EXAMPLE:

•Animal Related

•Arts

•Culture

•Economic Development

•Education

•Environmental

•Community Improvement

•Food, Nutrition, Agriculture

•Health

•Housing, Shelter

•Human Services

•Public Safety

•Recreation

•Religion

•Scholarship

•Youth Development

$2 for $1
matching opportunity

$416,700 
available to match

Help us Complete the Match!
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George Letz was born and raised in Crown Point. His family was instrumental in developing the Letz 
Manufacturing Company, a long time employer in the city. But George choose to pursue education. After attending 
Valparaiso University, he earned advanced degrees at Indiana University and Purdue University. He taught in Gary and Munster before 
becoming Principal at Jane Ball Elementary School, Superintendent for Hanover, and Superintendent for Boone Township. His wife, Sharon, 
taught at Timothy Ball Elementary School for 29 years.

"My interest in the Crown Point Community Foundation is simply a continuation of serving the youth of Northwest Indiana," George said. 
"I know a strong community is very important to everyone, especially the schools. I believe it does take a village to raise a child. I hope my role 
as a member of the Crown Point Community Foundation will assist in South Lake County continuing to be a good environment for all citizens." 

5
Five Questions for

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BOARD DEVELOPMENT/GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
AND GRANT/SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
RETIRED, SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

George Letz

What are you 
most proud of? 

� I am most proud of my children and 
how successful they have become in 

their own fields of work. 

Also, securing a successful referendum in my 
school district (MSD of Boone Twp) after it had 

suffered a failed attempt during the previous eleven 
months. The coordination of all phases of 
completing the desired result (publicity, 

town-hall meetings, phone calls, knocking 
on doors, etc.) is a monumental 

task for everyone in the 
school corporation. 

What is a book you've 
enjoyed recently? 

� The Vanishing American Adult by Senator Ben 
Sasse of Nebraska. Senator Sasse diagnoses the 

reasons that this generation is having difficulty 
growing up and offers a path for raising children to 

become active and engaged citizens. He identifies four 
core formative life experiences: hard physical work to 
appreciate the benefits of labor; travel to understand 

the people of the U.S. and the world; building a personal 
library to encourage exposure to new ideas; 
nurturing physical health/building stamina to 

develop discipline. I have also read books 
recently on “The Age of Eisenhower’ 

and “Thomas Jefferson - 
The Art of Power.”

What attracted you to serve on the 
Crown Point Foundation Board of Directors?

I had served for several years on the Foundation’s 
ad-hoc committee which determines the recipients 

for CPCF scholarships. Having the opportunity 
to interview students from the area seeking 

these grants is a real honor for me and 
the other individuals serving on 

this committee. 

When were you most 
satisfied in your job?

During my 44 years in education 
I enjoyed my 19 year tenure as 
principal of Jane Ball School. 

A school principal has the opportunity 
to not only influence the education of 

thousands of children but also develop 
relationships with their families. I still 
meet students who are now adults on 
the street and I learn what they have 

done with their lives. It is 
a great feeling!

What is your advice to 
have fulfillment in retirement?

Stay busy and find activities which you 
enjoy. Serving on various youth oriented 

boards (CPCF and Campagna Academy) 
allows me to serve my community in a unique 

manner. Also, spending time with my seven 
grandchildren allows me to watch an entire 

new generation grow and mature. 
Participating in their activities brings 
happiness to both Sharon and me. 
We are vary blessed to have this 

time with them.



16  | c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n   |   n ov e m b e r  2019

CREATING A BETTER FUTURE 
              IN SOUTH LAKE COUNTY​

PO Box 522
Crown Point, IN 46308

Community Partners are local companies or individuals who join forces with the Crown Point 
Community Foundation to promote and expand philanthropy, address community issues, and 
develop nonprofit excellence.

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

john & ann barney
family foundation

don & alice burrell family

eugene & jean wease

karen & cornel raab family

george & madelyn murphy

T O G E T H E R  W E  B U I L D  A  B E T T E R  T O M O R R O W
The Crown Point Community Foundation is a public charity. Small donations are 

just as important as large donations to make sure that we serve the public’s best interests.

O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  D O E S  N O T  C O M E  F R O M  J U S T  O N E  P E R S O N , 

O N E  FA M I LY,  O R  O N E  C O M PA N Y  B U T  A  S T E A DY  S T R E A M  O F  C O N T R I B U T I O N S 

F R O M  A  B R O A D  C R O S S - S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L  P U B L I C . 

If you have a cause you care about in the community, we have a fund to support your interest. It’s easy to make a donation. 
Mail your check today in the enclosed envelope provided or simply donate online at: thecpcf.org/donate.html. 

We invite you to be a part of your public Foundation so that together we can do more good things in our community!

Upcoming Crown Point Community Foundation Events:

Giving Tuesday  |  Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Volunteer Fair  |  Saturday, March 7, 2020


