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It was standing room only as the CPCF presented 
information about the latest initiative!

Big Idea Big Impact is part of a newly developed 
strategic plan. This will be an opportunity for 501 c 
organizations to dream BIG! What would you do if you 
had  $25,000 to $100,000 to impact your organization 
and ultimatley the community? How would you 
implement a Big Idea grant? Would you collaborate with 
another group? What method would you use to evaluate 
your project? We want all nonprofits to identify how the 
community will be changed for the better when their 
Big Idea is implemented and successful.

The Big Idea Big Impact raises the grantmaking bar for 
the CPCF and the nonprofit. It will be an opportunity for 
the Foundation and nonprofits to work closely together 
as grant partners.

The CPCF board is excited to review the proposals. The 
board will meet with the non-profit leaders to get a 
better understanding of the request. 

By early fall the CPCF hopes to announce the successful 
grantees. 

Dream BIG!
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These dollars are used to fund scholarships for students attending college or vocational 
studies. We hope you will participate by sending your check in the special envelope provided 

with this newsletter or donate online! 

Because of you, over 110 students received scholarships last year.
Please consider supporting the Community Scholarship Campaign
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7th Annual Volunteer Fair  
93 non-profit and community based organizations participated in the Volunteer Fair 
on March 5th. Over 400 people attended the event looking for volunteer opportunities. 



Unrestricted Community Grants: February Cycle

Grant Recipient Update

Catholic Charities received a $5,000 grant 
to build wheelchair ramps for handicapped 
and disabled residents living in South Lake 
County. They were able to build 3 ramps 

this past summer. 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Gary	$5,000 
assist elderly and/or disabled residents of CP to remain safely in 
their homes by constructing wheelchair ramps or performing home 
safety repairs 

Cats of St. Francis Rescue $1,000 
cover medical expenses required to prepare cats for adoption	

Challenger Learning Center $2,000
assist in upgrading the Center's website

Chasing Dreams, Inc. $2,500
assist in subsidizing summer camp for clients with special needs

CPCSC/Col. John Wheeler Middle School $875
March for Civil Rights Art Project at the school

CPCSC/CPHS AP Testing $3,000
provide assistance to pay for AP testing 	

CPCSC/CPHS Transition Program/Bulldog Workshop $750
financial support to continue the "Bulldog Bucks" program

CPCSC/CPHS Vex Robotics Team 1233 $5,000
support for the Robotics team program

CPCSC/Eisenhower Elementary School $1,824.72
funding to build a Gaga Pit for the playground
	
Crossroads YMCA/Southlake Branch $2,000
sponsor Hub Run	

Crown Point Fire Rescue $13,500
funding to purchase a scanner for the rescue dive team

Crown Point Kiwanis Club $500
help fund the 59th annual Awards Dinner 

Crown Point LaCrosse $2,500
funding to provide field space for practice and games	

Crown Point Panthers Inc./ CP Jr. Bulldog Program $5,000
replace worn helmets and equipment

Crown Point Rotary $2,500 
assist funding Imagination Library Project	

Down Syndrome Assoc. of NWI and Chicagoland Area $2,500 
fund the "Cooking Up Kitchen" in the Community Center	

First United Methodist Church CP $2,500
provide 2000 green light bulbs to honor local veterans in November

Franciscan Alliance Foundation/St. Anthony Health-CP $3,000
co-sponsor NWI Safe Kids Day 2016	

Hanover Community School Corp.	 $10,000
improve and enhance media centers at Cedar Lake schools

Harvest Ridge Church $442
assistance for the childrens' summer music camp	

Pack Away Hunger $5,000
help purchase package and distribute meals to children in south 
lake county

Questers Calumet #154 $250
assist with expenses of hosting the State Covention

South Shore Arts, Inc. $6,000
assist the CP branch 

St. John Police and Fire Dept. $1,843.86
provide funding for 1 AED's to the Police and Fire Dept.	

Trinity Lutheran Church/Awestruck $4,000
help fund lodging for 80 high school youth at Camp LRCA	

St. Jude House $300
fund room rental fee for special event 

City of Crown Point $2,300 
rental of statue in Crown Point 

TOTAL AWARDED FOR FEBRUARY CYCLE $ 86,085.58
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Memorials				               September 2015 - January 2016

Hank Adams
Phil & Karen Aldrich

Chuck Allen
Daryl & Denise Dust
Gary & Loretta Gettes
Rick & Dana Griner
David & Germaine Mantel
Richard & Margaret Oman
James & Kathy Sickinger
Susan Stinson

Marge & Hugo Breuckman
Gemma Brandt

Joyce Carnahan
Diana Gullett & Lindsey Gullett
Mille Ruzbasan

Richard Chontos
Timothy & Peggy Sendak

Norma Claxton
Ronald & Debra Simko

Kris Weis Collins
Joseph & Lori Amodeo

Joseph & Maribel Costin
Bruce & Kimberly Carmichael
Larry & Susan Costin
Scott & Jennifer Thomas

Marilou Crisman
Jim & Sue Crisman

Jean Durant
John Durant

Thomas Durant
John Durant 

Mark A. Edwards II
Mark & Mary Edwards

Lenora Festa
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
Connie Rettig
Marilyn Rettig

Phyllis Fricke
Gerald Caravana

Velora J. Gang
Dan & Vicky Klein

Mary Catherine Georgas
Gerald Caravana
BJ & Kay Hubbard
Daniel & Charlotte Johnsen

Glenn Gintert
Walter & Dorothy Ailes
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
Leonard & Nancy Anglis
Marjorie Armstrong
Ruth Aydt & Von Welch
David & Helen Batusic
Michael & Karen Dexter
Patricia Huber
Gus & Michelle Katsaros
Jeff & Cheri King
Lois Mitchell
Cornel & Karen Raab
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer
Maxie Scott
Ronald & Debra Simko
Ted Borggren &  
     Jacqueline Stuck-Borggren
Joan Whitcombe &  
     Roxann Whitcombe 
Rich & Kathy Zondor

David Grove
David Williams, Sr.

Alfred Gruber
Joanne Kosac Gruber

Sharon Haber
Dan & Vicky Klein
Robert & Karla Stiener

Al Hansen
Phil & Karen Aldrich

Virginia Hathaway
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer

Ethel Henderson
BJ & Kay Hubbard
Faye Platt

Esther Hoshaw
Shirley Forney-Bates
Roland Wise & Vera Corning

Virginia Isley
Virginia Aylward
Amy Brooks
Gerald Caravana
Robert & Kathleen Conard
Charlotte Fedorchak
Cathie Freibert
Richard & Myrene Gordon
Joanne Kosac Gruber
Mary Jo Walsh
Elizabeth Joiner
Andrew & Jacqueline Kacmar
Joseph & Barbara Kacmar
Nancy Lane
Lucille Mould

Virginia Isley Continued
Robert & Elizabeth Oakman
Paula Shirley
Dorothy Smith
Sue Ann Waddell
Ron & Connie Waddell

Jerry Janiga
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer

Charlotte Johnsen
Dorothy Kinney
Robert Szot

Kathy, Russ & Jim Keller
Joseph & Donna Heuer

Robert Bob Kerr
Donald & Debbie Anderson
Peggy Armstrong
John & JoAnn Birdzell
Richard & Joanne Buehrle
Gerald Caravana
Jan Conlon
James Donovan
Robert & Leslie Gardiner
Leonard & Laura Jean Halfman
Joseph & Donna Heuer
Patricia Huber
Norman & Donna Johnson  
     & family
Ed & Michelle Kelker
Charles & Susan Kerr
The Kerr Group from  
     First Midwest Bank
Dan & Vicky Klein
George & Joyce Middleton
Thomas & Carol Mohler
Faye Platt
Mark & Sue Riester
Gary, Lisa & James Ruotsi
Herb & Judy Schaller
Jeanne Segert
Ronald & Debra Simko
Mary Steele
Veronica Tanner
Bradley Vosberg &  
     Sandra Snearly-Vosberg

Russ Kile
Gregory Stiener & 
Wendy Brusik

Marguerite Knox
Ronald & Debra Simko

Sherra Krajcir
Phil & Karen Aldrich

Senator Sue Landske
Phil & Karen Aldrich

Paul Leurck
Gregory Leurck

Jan Lindau
Steve & Peg Bartelt
Vaughn & Maureen Culp
John Dockus
Barbara Donne
Jim & Anne Dunlap, Jimmy &  
     Julie Dunlap, Kate & Katie
Joan Ehmke
Alan & Jill Frechette
Bill & Bev Gessner
Patricia Huber
Beverly Huber
Roger & Christine Johnson
Richard, Marilyn &  
     Nicole Kalamir
Dan & Vicky Klein
James & Rosemary Lepell
Rob & Sarah Lindau
Paul & Lauren Mow
Richard & Bette Oesterle
Joe & Mary Kay Rowe
Ryan, Erin & Sawyer Tracy

Bill Marcotte 
Dan & Vicky Klein

Jim & Betty McDonald
Sarah Egan
Thomas McDonald &  
     Carla Briskey McDonald
James & Phyllis McDonald
Jane McDonald
Janet McDonald
Ryan McDonald
David McDonald
Callie & Stewart Reuter
Ray Willis &  
     Sally McDonald Willis

William Nangle
John & JoAnn Birdzell
Gerald Caravana

William Nesbit
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer

Sandra Niermeyer
Joseph & Lori Amodeo
Patricia Huber
Ron, Stacey, Alexis &  
     Mantha Petrovich
Jeffrey & Diane Reimer
Ronald & Debra Simko

Cynthia “Cindy” Peters
James & JoAnne Haag
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Here’s your chance to help local first responders!

Make a gift today to the Honor Fund! Thank you!



Robert M. Pierce
John & JoAnn Birdzell
Gerald Caravana
John & Louise Diederich

Karen Pruzin
Robert & Rosemarie Dado
John & Nancy Mauman
Thomas Pruzin

Joseph Rettig
Leroy & Carol Doty
Dan & Vicky Klein
Faye Platt

Robert Roen
Joseph & Judith Moore
Florence Roen

Josephine “Jo” Schweitzer
John & Janine Fitzgerald
Mary Jo Lane
Mark & Marisa Schweitzer
Richard Schweitzer
Rick & Jeri Schweitzer

William “Bill” Scott
Maxie Scott

Michael Seleski
Dan & Vicky Klein

Lisa Schaefer Stover
Kenneth & Rita Backe
Gerald & April Schaefer

Betty Susan Swentko
Dan & Vicky Klein

Dorothy Talaga
Phil & Karen Aldrich

George Thomas
Herman & Jan Barber

Cecilia “Ceil” Tobias
BJ & Kay Hubbard
Patricia Huber
Richard & Janet Lindau
Faye Platt
Paul Tobias

John Tubbs
Dorothy Imhoff
Sherrie Porter

Candace Lynne Walton
Jerry & Melanie Walton

Margaret Ward
BJ & Kay Hubbard

Anthony Zdanowicz
Kathleen Zdanowicz

In Honor 
Bernice Anderson
Michael Anderson

John & Ann Barney
Craig & Janet Duchossois

The CPCF Foundation staff
Mark & Sue Riester

Jim & Marge Forsythe
Barry & Margaret Wood

Larry & Kim Geisen at Christmas
Tom & Theresa Brandys
Terry Coady &  
    Alexis Thanos-Coady
Jamie & Jennifer Constant
Crisma Gass
Marcia Gima
James & Tammie Holzhauer
Edward & Patricia Hren 
Beverly Huber
Whitney Kane
Gus & Michelle Katsaros
Lowell Killion
Kevin & Amber Knaga
Jeff & Jean Lahm
Daniel & Beverly McLeod
Ron Mesarch & Janet Andrus

Larry & Kim Geisen at Christmas 
Continued
Cathy & Thomas Neuffer
Frank Rettig
Ernesto & Raquel Santos

Pat Huber
Mark & Sue Riester

Virginia Isley
John & Patricia Isley
William & Jane Thesing

Dr. Joseph Kacmar
Thomas & Debra Banks
George & Diane Rust

Rev. John J. Savio at 
Christmas
Joseph & Lori Amodeo

Barbara White’s Birthday
Craig White

Memorials & Honorariums                  September 2015 - January 2016
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1. John and JoAnne Birdzell created the  
   Honor Fund to forever support Crown Point
   emergency responders.

2. The CPCF is providing $10,000 in matching
    funds to grow the Honor Fund.

3. Gifts of any size will be matched $0.50 on
    the $1.

4. The deadline is 12/31/2016 or until match
    money is depleted. 

 

Here’s your chance to help local first responders!

Make a gift today to the Honor Fund! Thank you!



UPCOMING EVENTS

Scholarship Awards Night
May 11, 2016 Crown Point High School

Women’s Giving Circle Dinner
June 14, 2016 Lighthouse Restaurant

Crown Point 4th of July Parade
July 4, 2016 Main Street 

P.O. Box 522 
Crown Point, IN 46308

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Gregory Forsythe

Chairman of the Board

Linda Armstrong • Ben Ballou • John Barney  

Mark Bates • David Batusic • Jeff Bryner  

Mike Dexter • Nancy Cowan-Eksten   

Larry Geisen • Marilyn Kaper • Jim Larsen  

Tom Liss • Pam Lowe • Darryl Miller 

 Karen Raab • Daniel Root • Dick Sauerman 

STAFF  

Patricia Huber

President  

Lori Amodeo • Angela Leimer 

Diane Reimer • Debra Simko 


